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   In loving memory of my mom, Talia. Thank you for welcoming me into your Dream.
 
   Text copyright © 2023 by Lars Ortiz
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   Intro­duction
 
   Migration, moving from one place to another, is common among humans and other animals. Through the study of early fossil records and modern genetic testing, scientists know that humans, or Homo sapiens, first lived in Africa about two hundred thousand years ago.
 
   Scientists think that humans migrated to other parts of the globe around sixty-five thousand years ago. Some moved east, crossing Asia. Between fifteen thousand and twenty thousand years ago, or perhaps earlier, some ventured across what used to be a land bridge between modern-day Russia and Alaska. They probably traveled on foot or near the shoreline in boats. They continued to travel across North and South America and are likely the ancestors of Indigenous Americans.
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   For many years, scientists and historians theorized that humans first reached the Americas via a land bridge that disappeared under the ocean long ago. This Bering Land Bridge would have been between modern-day Siberia and Alaska. That theory has been questioned recently due to new archeological discoveries and an acknowledgment of the oral histories of Indigenous Americans. A new theory has been proposed that humans sailed along the shores of the Pacific Ocean, subsisting on abundant kelp forests along the way.
 
	  
   The first Europeans in North America were Vikings, or seafarers from Scandinavia. More than one thousand years ago, they reached the lands that have now become Canada. In the 1500s, Spanish and French explorers came to North America in search of valuable natural resources, with a desire to colonize the land. Many British explorers and colonists followed. Around twenty million Indigenous people lived in North America at the time.
 
   British colonists declared their independence from Great Britain in 1776 and formed the United States. The new nation was already a diverse one, with Indigenous peoples and immigrants from all over Europe calling this land their home. The United States quickly grew. By the mid-1800s, it was an economic powerhouse that attracted people from all over the globe. Immigrants from far and wide came to this “New World” for many reasons: to seek new opportunities, to escape religious or ethnic persecution, or to start a new life. They planted roots and contributed their own customs, languages, and cultures to the fabric of American society, helping create one of the most culturally diverse countries in the world. 
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   In 1863, construction began on the first transcontinental railroad built in the United States. Historians estimate that fifteen thousand Chinese migrants helped build the railroad’s western half.
 
	  
   However, some citizens resented the influx of immigrants. As immigration to the United States increased, so did the backlash against immigrants. From individual acts of violence and threats to official government actions, such as the Chinese Exclusion Act of 1882, many US immigrants have had to endure unwelcoming treatment from other Americans.
 
   Why are some Americans unwelcoming to new immigrants? Some fear people who are different. They see unfamiliar people as strange or scary, as an “other.” Some people fear that immigrants will take their jobs. Others blame immigrants for society’s problems. Divisive words by politicians can increase a dislike or fear of people from other countries.
 
   Some natural-born citizens—people born in the United States—claim that immigrants are a drain on US resources and economy. This is untrue. Immigrants contribute greatly to the economy and the culture of the United States. Over the centuries, immigrants have built railways and highways; dug canals; and worked in mills, mines, and factories. Immigrants have always been the backbone of the US economy. From science and technology to the arts and politics, immigrants and the children of immigrants have proven to be some of the most ambitious and creative people in the country.
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   In 2019, immigration rights activists protested in front of the US Supreme Court as it heard arguments for ending the Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) program.
 
   Almost every American has an immigration story to tell, whether they moved here yesterday or their ancestors arrived hundreds or even thousands of years ago. As we explore the history of immigration, think about your story. When did your journey begin? Why did your family move to where you live? When they arrived, did they encounter walls trying to stop them or welcome mats making them feel at home? If you don’t already know the answers to these questions, it might be worth investigating your roots and ancestry by making a family tree, researching old photos and documents, interviewing relatives, or taking a DNA test.
 
   What is your immigration story?
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   Chapter 1 
Amer­ican Story
 
   To understand the story of immigration in the United States, we need to understand how it started. In 1606, King James I of England allowed the Virginia Company of London to colonize the territory of Virginia. This for-profit company sent 104 men to settle in an area called Jamestown. In the early seventeenth century, a group seeking religious liberty from the Church of England formed a colony in Plymouth, Massachusetts. Over time, other colonies were settled in Maryland and the Carolinas.
 
   From the moment Europeans arrived in North America, they encountered a population of Indigenous peoples with rich histories and cultures. While many Europeans traded with Indigenous peoples, they also desired their lands. Wars broke out between colonists and eastern tribes, leading to many deaths on all sides. In addition, Europeans brought diseases to which Indigenous people had no natural immunity. One of the most deadly, smallpox, killed millions of Indigenous people. The terrible result of these land-grabbing wars and death from disease was that many Indigenous peoples were pushed out of their homelands. Unable to hunt freely or grow crops, many even died of starvation. Others were killed in warfare with the European settlers.
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   English king James I granted land in North America to the Virginia Company of London in the charter of 1606. But the land was already home to several Indigenous Algonquian tribes. The English not only fought them for the land, but also kidnapped many Algonquians and even forcibly converted some to Christianity.
 
	  
	  
   The True Story of the First Thanksgiving
 
   The Wampanoag inhabited portions of modern-day Massachusetts and Rhode Island for more than ten thousand years before Europeans arrived on the continent. They had their own established communities, beliefs, and governments when the Plymouth colonists arrived in the fall of 1621. Although the two groups spoke different languages and came from vastly different cultures, the Wampanoag saw that the colonists were starving and taught them to grow corn, squash, and other crops. The colonists had a three-day harvest feast, and in celebration they fired muskets. Wampanoag warriors feared an invasion and rushed to the scene. They laid down their arms after seeing the celebratory nature of the occasion and joined the festival. The peace between the English colonists and the Wampanoag did not last. Colonists went on to steal Indigenous land, and in the 1670s, the two groups went to war.
 
	
	
   Revolution
 
   As more and more immigrants came to North America, the number of English colonies expanded to thirteen. As the colonies grew, so did their discontent with the monarchy in England. The British Empire wanted to grow, and America’s vast land and natural resources were a part of that plan, but the colonists wanted to expand their own fortunes and opportunities. They wanted to freely grow their own businesses and determine their own destinies, and they increasingly viewed themselves as distinctly American, not citizens of the British Empire. Decisions that impacted their lives were being made across the ocean by a disconnected king who had little regard for the colonists’ quality of life.
 
   The last straw came after England went to war with France. To recoup the high cost of war, England imposed direct taxes on the American colonies for the first time. The taxes were an economic hardship, and the colonists didn’t want to pay them if they had no representatives in the English Parliament in London. The phrase “No taxation without representation” became a popular rallying cry for these new Americans.
 
   In 1773, Americans staged a protest that would become known as the Boston Tea Party. To protest a tax on tea, a group tossed the British East India Company’s cargo of tea into the Boston Harbor. England responded by closing the port and sending in troops. The Americans began to arm themselves. After British forces confiscated the colonists’ growing supply of weapons in Lexington and Concord, Massachusetts, the colonies formed the Continental army under George Washington to counter the British threat. The American Revolution (1775–1783) began. Washington was initially unhappy with the quality of his new army, as it was neither professional nor particularly well trained. Instead, it was composed of farmers, blacksmiths, and all manner of colonists who were able-bodied.
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   This engraving depicts the British retreat from Concord in April 1775. British troops were given secret orders to search for military supplies from colonial militias and destroy them. The colonists learned about the secret attack ahead of time and were able to force the British troops into a tactical withdrawal.
 
   Most American colonists did not have independence in mind when war broke out—they simply wanted their rights to self-determination respected. But when an attempt at brokering peace failed, a gathering of representatives from each colony descended on Philadelphia. Called the Continental Congress, this group decided their only remedy was to proclaim independence from Britain. The Declaration of Independence, written mainly by Thomas Jefferson, was adopted on July 4, 1776. This date became known as Independence Day. The signing of this document was a bold move that sent shock waves across the Atlantic Ocean and the world.
 
   The Declaration of Independence laid out principles that would help guide the nation for centuries to come. Chief among them was that all people should be treated the same way and that all have fundamental rights. The document also said that all government power should come from the people. Its preamble, or opening, reads:
 
	  
   WHEN in the Course of human Events, it becomes necessary for one People to dissolve the Political Bands which have connected them with another, and to assume among the Powers of the Earth, the separate and equal Station to which the Laws of Nature and of Nature’s God entitle them, a decent Respect to the Opinions of Mankind requires that they should declare the causes which impel them to the Separation.
 
   We hold these Truths to be self-evident, that all Men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty, and the Pursuit of Happiness.
 
	  
   An Irish immigrant and Philadelphia business owner named John Dunlap spread the word by printing copies of the Declaration of Independence. In those days, printing documents was not as easy as pressing a button. It required a whole room full of equipment. Each individual letter had to be placed on a plate before ink was applied to the type. Then paper was pressed between two plates to transfer the ink. This time-intensive process kept Dunlap up all night, and he printed the first two hundred copies of the radical document by candlelight. Dunlap, both immigrant and patriot, went on to fight in George Washington’s army as an officer during the American Revolution. After eight long years of battle, Britain withdrew, and the United States of America was formed.
 
   The US Constitution, the founding document of the country, was ratified by the Congress of the Confederation in 1788. The next year, the new US Congress submitted twelve constitutional amendments to the state legislatures for approval. Ten of these were ratified by the states and passed into law. They are known as the Bill of Rights.
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   The United States Constitution was initially drafted in 1787, but it was argued over extensively before it was ratified in 1788 by a majority of states. The Constitution replaced the earlier Articles of Confederation, which had outlined the first laws of the United States during the American Revolution.
 
	  
	  
   INDIGENOUS American Blueprint
 
   The US Constitution is based in part on the Great Law of Peace, created by the Iroquois Confederacy, a group of six Indigenous nations. Also known as the Iroquois Confederacy Constitution, this agreement allowed the six nations to govern themselves but also allowed large issues that affected all nations to be decided by the Grand Council of Chiefs. This is very similar to how, in the United States, separate states run their own governments while being united by a larger federal government. The US founders were very familiar with the Great Law of Peace and consulted with Grand Council leaders in 1776.
 
	
	
   American Dreams and Nightmares
 
   Not everyone was free or enjoyed rights as new US citizens. Only landowning men were allowed to vote in the new United States. Indigenous people continued to be pushed off their lands. Black Americans had severely restricted civil and political rights. Americans with European backgrounds continued to enslave the vast majority of Black Americans and to purposely limit the rights of free Blacks. On August 20, 1619, the first slave ship arrived to the American colonies. It was a Dutch ship with a cargo of human beings captured from Spanish slave ships they had intercepted. The captive Africans were quickly enslaved and were regularly bought, sold, and traded. They were forced to work and follow the commands of their enslavers. The slave trade continued, and by 1750, about 240,000 enslaved Africans lived in the British colonies. After the English, they were the largest demographic group. By the time the United States became a nation, the number of enslaved people had doubled.
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   In the 1860s, photographer Henry P. Moore captured images of life for former enslaved people in the American South. During the Civil War, many plantation owners abandoned Union-occupied lands. This meant many people were no longer enslaved, yet were not considered legally free until the Emancipation Proclamation of 1863. Many formerly enslaved people joined the Union to fight in the Civil War, such as these sailors on the USS Vermont.
 
	  
	  
   Hamilton: Man and Musical
 
   One of the most influential framers of the US Constitution, Alexander Hamilton, was born in Nevis, a British island in the Caribbean Sea. He was a proponent of a strong centralized federal government, and his writing in The Federalist Papers still influences political and legal thinking. He became the nation’s first secretary of the treasury. His colorful life was eventually turned into the immensely popular musical Hamilton by Lin-Manuel Miranda.
 
	  
	  
   A New World
 
   A French immigrant who settled in New York, J. Hector St. John de Crèvecœur wrote Letters from an American Farmer in 1782. In this book, he described his optimistic view of American diversity:
 
   What then is the American, this new man? He is either European, or the descendant of a European, hence that strange mixture of blood, which you will find in no other country. I could point out to you a family whose grandfather was an Englishman, whose wife was Dutch, whose son married a French woman, and whose present four sons now have four wives of different nations. He is an American, who leaving behind him all his ancient prejudices and manners, receives new ones from the new mode of life he has embraced, the new government he obeys, and the new rank he holds.
 
   He continued, “Here individuals of all races are melted into a new race of man, whose labors and posterity will one day cause great changes in the world.” His observation would prove to have staying power. Soon people from every corner of the globe would begin to pour into the nation.
 
   In the 1770s, when the United States declared its independence as a country, it was home to mainly British colonists and enslaved Black people. A small number of Spanish, French, Dutch, and German settlers lived in the colonies and the territories. Soon more immigrants came—many more.
 
   The new US government promoted exploration and settlement west of the Mississippi River after the Louisiana Purchase, a land deal with France in 1803. For $15 million, the United States purchased French territory, doubling the nation in size.
 
   As the nation expanded, Native Americans were pushed farther west. The US government played an active role in this process. For example, in 1830 President Andrew Jackson signed the Indian Removal Act. This act forced Indigenous peoples from their ancestral lands in the American South. Most were sent to reservations. Those who did not go willingly or who fought back were killed. The expansion gave the US government the larger territory it desired, but countless Indigenous lives were uprooted or lost. In the following decades, similar forced expulsions took place all across the American West.
 
	  
	  
   The Trail of Tears
 
   The Indian Removal Act forced the Native nations in the southeastern United States, east of the Mississippi River, to move westward. Tens of thousands of Indigenous Americans walked more than 5,000 miles (8,047 km) to land promised to them by the government. The forced migration was long and dangerous. The Native people were at times made to walk in chains and at gunpoint. Disease spread and thousands of people died. Their forced march came to be known as the Trail of Tears.
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   Elizabeth “Betsy” Brown Stephens was a Cherokee woman who walked the Trail of Tears in 1838. Over twelve thousand Cherokees were displaced and forcibly moved west of the Mississippi.
 
	
	
   Coast to Coast 
 
   The population of the United States grew from five million in 1800 to more than twenty-three million in 1850. This rapid expansion created a desire for more land and opportunities. In 1845, Americans spoke of Manifest Destiny, the idea that God wanted Americans to occupy all the land from North America’s east coast to its west coast.
 
   On May 20, 1862, President Abraham Lincoln signed the Homestead Act to encourage people to move into the western part of the country. The act gave settlers 160 acres (65 ha) of federal land if they settled and farmed the land for five years. The Homestead Act attracted many new immigrants from Europe, as well as citizens from the East Coast.
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   American Progress is a painting by artist John Gast. Painted in 1872, it depicts an allegory of American westward expansion and the idea of Manifest Destiny. The woman is called Columbia and is a common symbol of the United States in that era. Here, Columbia is shown bringing light and infrastructure to the west. Art like American Progress perpetuated the idea that white Americans brought civilization to a dark and wild western territory, justifying the seizure of land from Indigenous peoples.
 
	  
   The act also gave more than 9 million acres (3.6 million ha) of land to railroad companies. These companies needed workers, and they advertised for them overseas. This brought even more immigrants to the United States.
 
   Back in Europe, “America letters,” letters written by immigrants, were passed from person to person and published in local papers. These letters assured the people back home that the United States had such plentiful food and farmland that “produces so richly without fertilizer that [your homeland] can no more be compared to America than a desert to a garden of herbs in blossom.”
 
   But these dreams of bountiful food and fertile land were not so easily fulfilled. European immigrants first had to cross a vast ocean to reach America’s shores. These journeys were long and perilous. Many people embarked on the journey with only the belongings they could carry, including clothing and the food they would need for the trip. On board ship, many endured crowding, seasickness, lice, and bedbugs. The infestations and overcrowded conditions invited disease. Many of these “coffin ships” arrived on America’s shores with significantly fewer people than when they left. Despite all this hardship, the lure of a new life in a new land brought millions to America’s shores.
 
   Managing ARRIVALS
 
   At first, the federal government left the management of arriving immigrants to the states. New York, the East Coast’s epicenter of arriving immigrants, got organized early. In 1855, the state decided to process its immigrant arrivals at Castle Garden, an old fortress in Manhattan. Eight million immigrants passed through Castle Garden before it was closed in 1892.
 
   New York’s next immigration processing center was Ellis Island. From 1892 to 1924, twelve million people passed through its doors. As they approached the island, they saw the Statue of Liberty in New York Harbor. Many viewed the site with awe and hope. This was the beginning of their journey in a new land. They went on to start new lives, cultivate new farms, start new businesses, and contribute to society.
 
   On the West Coast, Angel Island in San Francisco Bay served as the nation’s Pacific coast immigrant center from 1910 to 1940. Here, immigrants from Asia began their shot at living the American dream.
 
	  
	  
   The Golden Door
 
   The Statue of Liberty has become a symbol of hope, freedom, and democracy to the whole world. Originally a gift from France, it stands on an island in New York Harbor, where it has welcomed millions of immigrants and visitors since its dedication in 1886. Engraved on a bronze plaque inside the statue are the words of poet Emma Lazarus:
 
	Give me your tired, your poor,

	Your huddled masses yearning to breathe free,

	The wretched refuse of your teeming shore.

	Send these, the homeless, tempest-tost to me,

	I lift my lamp beside the golden door!
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   The Statue of Liberty was funded jointly by France and the United States. The US funded the construction of the pedestal. Construction of the statue was completed in France by 1884. The disassembled statue arrived in New York the next year.
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   Chapter 2
Out of Many, One
 
   The United States’ motto since its founding has been e pluribus unum. This Latin phrase means “out of many, one,” and it is found on the nation’s official seal and all its money. This is because the United States is formed out of many peoples and also out of many states and territories..
 
   Immigrants to the United States come from nearly every country in the world, making it among the most diverse nations in the world. Mexicans represent the largest share of US immigrants with numbers of more than 11 million, or about 25 percent of all immigrants. The next most populous group is from China, with 2.7 million immigrants (6 percent) and then from India, with 2.4 million (6 percent). People from the Philippines make up 4 percent of all US immigrants, and those from El Salvador round out the top five with 3 percent. By region of birth, Asian immigrants comprise 28 percent of the total immigrant population; Europe and Canada, 13 percent; the Caribbean, 10 percent; Central America, 8 percent; South America, 7 percent; the Middle East and North Africa, 4 percent; and sub-Saharan Africa, 5 percent.
 
   The rest of this chapter breaks down the US immigrant experience by country of origin or ethnic/religious group. It gives just a snapshot of each group and its main motivations for emigrating. The countries these people came from have long histories, and while at certain period in time significant numbers of people found reason to leave, these moments don’t represent the full scope of life in these places.
 
	  
	  
   Immigrant vs. Emigrant vs. Migrant
 
   What’s the difference? It all depends on the direction. All three words come from migrare, the Latin verb that means “to move from one direction to another.” People are considered emigrants when they leave their country—they have emigrated from somewhere. They might say, “My ancestors emigrated from Norway.” Someone is an immigrant when they have arrived at their destination. They might say, “My mom immigrated to America. She is an immigrant from Mexico.” 
 
   An easier way to remember the difference is that immigrant begins with the letter i, as in going into a country, and emigrant begins with e, or exiting a country. Meanwhile, a migrant is a person who travels anywhere, whether to another country or within the borders of a country.
 
	
	
   Germany
 
   In 1848, Germany was in political upheaval. The German Confederation was a loose coalition of independent states. Those Germans who sought unification into a single country were failing, and the political divisions caused widespread rebellion and fighting. Many chose to leave Germany at this time. Large populations of German immigrants settled on the East Coast in New York and Pennsylvania. Others went to Missouri, Illinois, Minnesota, Wisconsin, and Texas. Like many immigrants, they faced hostility and criticism, but despite this, German Americans persevered and prospered. By 1860, 1.5 million people of German descent had settled in the United States. By 1900, 5 million called the nation their new home, and those numbers continued to grow.
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   In 1874, German emigrants boarded a steamer in Hamburg, Germany setting out for the United States. Around 1.5 million Germans settled in the United States in the following decade, the greatest influx of German immigrants in US history.
 
   Ireland
 
   Ireland was the most densely populated country in Europe in the early 1800s. Most of the land was controlled by English landowners, who rented farms to the Irish at high rates. Many Irish farmers grew potatoes. Enough of the crop could be grown on a small plot of land to feed a family, while the rest of land was used to grow food for their English landlords. By the 1840s, roughly half the population of Ireland was surviving on potatoes. When a fungus called potato blight arrived in 1845, the effects were devastating. The crop turned to black mush and became inedible. Starvation and disease were rampant. After six years of famine, almost one million Irish people had died.
 
   To escape their plight, many Irish came to America. By 1870, 4.7 million Irish immigrants had settled on the East Coast, mostly in New York and Boston. Life in the United States was better than it was in Ireland, but like the Germans, they faced discrimination from natural-born Americans. Hard manual labor jobs were often the only employment they could find. Many worked in unsafe factories, while others built roads or railroads.
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   Mary G. Harris, known as Mother Jones, was an Irish-born American teacher who worked around the United States to organize unions. In 1903, she helped organize a children’s march to protest the use of child labor in mines and factories.
 
   Scandinavia
 
   It is believed that Scandinavian Vikings were the first Europeans to reach North America, but immigrants from Scandinavia (Norway, Sweden, Denmark, Finland, and Iceland) did not arrive in large numbers until the 1850s. In Norway and Sweden, which were then politically unified, farming opportunities were already limited due to the mountainous terrain, cold climate, and short growing season. In the previous century, the area’s population had doubled, which reduced the availability of viable farmland and led to occasional famines.
 
   More than one million Scandinavians, the majority Norwegians, came to America between the early 1800s and 1924. They settled in cities, such as Chicago and New York, but most made their way to the upper Midwest: Minnesota, Wisconsin, and the Dakotas. Scandinavians dreamed of land ownership and fertile farms, and the cold climate in these states was similar in many ways to their homelands. They quickly established themselves in the region. In the twenty-first century, more Minnesotans claim Scandinavian ancestry than people in any other state.
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   There are statues of Leif Eriksson throughout the United States commemorating the influence of Scandinavians on American history and culture. They can be found everywhere from Boston, MA, to Chicago, IL, to Saint Paul, MN.
 
   Poland
 
   Poland’s geographic location in Europe, with Germany to the west and Russia to the east, has put it in the center of many conflicts throughout history. From 1795 to 1919, three neighboring powers controlled Poland. Poland achieved independence in 1919. After World War II (1939–1945), it fell under partial control of the Soviet Union (a group of republics that included Russia), until its fall in the early 1990s. With so much historical turmoil in their homeland, Polish immigrants have come to seek political freedom and a better standard of living in the United States.
 
   Between 1880 and 1914 about two million Poles came to the United States. They established themselves in major cities, such as Chicago, New York, and Detroit, as well as in rural areas, such as western Pennsylvania. Coal mining was prevalent in Pennsylvania, and since many of these immigrants had similar jobs in Poland’s Carpathian Mountains, the area was a natural fit.
 
   Italy
 
   The movement for Italian independence and unification, called the Risorgimento, put Italy under one flag in the mid-1800s, but it also led to massive inequality. Much of Italy, especially the south, suffered from disease, malnutrition, and poverty. Between 1880 and 1924, more than four million Italians immigrated to the United States. Their primary destination was New York City, where eventually an enclave of immigrants called Little Italy became a place of communal support. But many Italians settled as far west as California. By the 1920s, Italian Americans were about 10 percent of the nation’s population. Although they faced stiff opposition and were painted with discriminatory stereotypes, they became an important part of American society and are the nation’s fifth-largest ethnic group.
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   Little Italy began on Mulberry Street in New York City, but it swiftly expanded into surrounding streets as more immigrants arrived. The neighborhood shrank in the 1930s as many Italian Americans moved out of the city. In 2010, the neighborhood was listed as a historic district by the National Register of Historic Places.
 
   China
 
   Increased territory and new systems that helped increase crops led to several population booms in China. By 1850, the population grew to over 400 million people. Partly due to the growing population and partly due to the damage of the Opium Wars at the hands of the British and French Empires, social, economic, and political unrest was growing in China. Many left their homeland for more social and economic power.
 
   Very few Chinese immigrants lived in America then. With the discovery of gold in California in 1848, a gold rush began. People from inside the United States and abroad came to the West Coast hoping to strike it rich. This scramble for fortune brought the first substantial influx of Chinese immigrants, about twenty-five thousand in the three years after the gold rush began. They came to find gam saan, or “gold mountain.” While some did find what they were looking for, most found low-paying cooking and cleaning jobs in the mining towns or found jobs building railroads.
 
   By 1870, there were about sixty thousand Chinese immigrants in the country, most of them in California. As Chinese immigrants continued entering the US, they increasingly faced ugly discrimination and racism from other Americans, embodied by the passage of the Chinese Exclusion Act of 1882. This legislation effectively banned Chinese immigrants from entering the country. The law was struck down in 1943 after the United States and China became allies in World War II. After more reforms in the 1960s, more than 350,000 Chinese came to the United States in the 1970s and 1980s. Despite hardships and discrimination, Chinese Americans created enclaves called Chinatowns in many major cities. These neighborhoods established a sense of community and safety amid a sometimes hostile and discriminatory environment.
 
   Japan
 
   When almost four hundred thousand Japanese immigrants made their way to Hawaii starting in the 1880s, Hawaii was still an independent country. The United States annexed the island in 1898. By then, Hawaiians of Japanese ancestry were the majority population. Much of the island’s Japanese population worked tough manual labor jobs, especially in the sugarcane industry. Japanese immigration to mainland America swelled after Hawaii’s annexation, from both the newly American Hawaiian islands and also Japan itself. Most Japanese Americans settled on the West Coast and worked at agriculture jobs. Many eventually bought their own farmland. The issei, Japanese-born immigrants, and nisei, their children who were born in America, would go on to thrive in their new home. By 1924, around one hundred thousand Japanese lived on the mainland.
 
   Although they faced harsh racism and discrimination, it would pale in comparison to what Japanese Americans endured during World War II. The United States fought against Japan during this war, which led many European Americans to falsely suspect Japanese Americans of disloyalty to the United States. Consequently, the government forced Japanese Americans to live in concentration camps during World War II. In modern times, Japanese Americans are the third-largest immigrant community of Asian descent in the United States. The majority live in California, Hawaii, Oregon, and Washington.
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   In 1942, the United States government forced Japanese Americans and their families to pack their belongings and relocate to internment camps. Nearly two thirds of the occupants of these camps were US citizens.
 
   THE Philippines
 
   The Philippines, comprising over seven thousand islands, was a Spanish colony from 1521 until 1898. After the Spanish-American War, the islands became America’s first major overseas territory. From the Philippines, many people started to move to Hawaii. By 1930 there were around 100,000 Filipinos living in Hawaii. After the passage of the Tydings-McDuffie Act, the Philippines won its independence in 1946. As slow economic growth and several corrupt presidencies stretched over decades, Filipinos immigrated to the United States in droves. By 2000, more than 1.4 million had immigrated to the US. Nursing became a profession of choice for many of these immigrants. Filipinos are the second-largest Asian American and Pacific Islander group in the nation, and almost half live in California. Many also live in Hawaii, New York, New Jersey, and Illinois.
 
   Korea
 
   After decades of influence from countries like China, the US, and Japan, Korea became a Japanese colony from 1910 to 1945.After World War II, it was divided into North Korea, backed by China and Russia, and South Korea, backed by the United States. The Korean War (1950–1953) between these two nations left millions dead. Afterward, the North became an isolated authoritarian nation, and the South gradually embraced democracy. South Korea eventually became an economic powerhouse, while North Koreans are detached from the rest of the world under the leadership of one tyrannical family.
 
   Immigration from South Korea to the United States began after the war as people tried to find work and escape political unrest. American families adopted around one hundred thousand postwar orphans, and some American servicemen married Korean women who accompanied their husbands back to the United States. A wave of immigration began in the 1960s after work permits were granted to Korean doctors and nurses, and the wave continued as immigration restrictions were eased in 1968. By 1980, 350,000 Koreans had settled in the United States. By 2000, the nation was home to more than 1.1 million Korean Americans, and those numbers still grow. A third of the Korean American population lives in Southern California, while the rest are spread nationwide, particularly in New York and New Jersey.
 
	  
	  
   Refugees
 
   People leave their homelands for various reasons. Refugees are people who flee their country of origin due to fear of danger or persecution for a variety of reasons, which can include race, religion, nationality, or political opinion. When they cross another country’s border, they can apply for asylum, a legal status that allows people to stay in the country because they may be in danger in the country they have left. If the country they enter approves their application, they are then allowed to stay. Each country sets its own immigration laws, and certain nations accept more refugees than others. Sometimes, when there is mass migration because of war, natural disaster, or economic crisis, nations place refugees in temporary camps. Are refugees considered immigrants? Legally speaking, no. Refugees are forced to leave their lands of origin due to violence or another crisis, while immigrants choose to leave.
 
   Another type of refugees, climate refugees, are likely to become more common in the near future. Earth is warming because of a buildup of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere, which comes from people burning massive amounts of coal, oil, and natural gas. As Earth has warmed, storms have increased in intensity, droughts and wildfires have increased, glaciers have melted, and coastal areas have flooded. All these factors are causing people to flee their homes and settle elsewhere.
 
    
	The shifting origins of refugees to the U.S. since 1975

     [image: Bar graph depicting the number of refugees admitted to the US by region of origin and fiscal year.] 
    
	Notes: Fiscal years end on Sept. 30 of the years shown. Data do not include special immigrant visas and certain humanitarian parole entrants or refugees admitted under the Private Sector Initiative. Europe includes Russia and former Soviet Union states. Asia includes Middle Eastern and North African countries. Africa includes sub-Saharan Africa, plus Sudan and South Sudan. Latin America includes the Caribbean. 
Source: U.S. State Department's Refugee Processing Center, accessed Oct 1, 2019.

	PEW RESEARCH CENTER

   Research from the Pew Research Center shows the arrival of refugees to the United States reached a peak after President Jimmy Carter signed the US Refugee Act.
 
	
	
   Vietnam, Laos, and Cambodia
 
   People have lived in Vietnam for at least 20,000 years. But it was divided in the 1950s after decades of resisting French invasion. In 1964 the United States sent troops to assist the South in its struggle against the North, whose leaders embraced a political philosophy called communism that the US opposed. This was the long and bloody Vietnam War (1954–1975). America’s direct military action in Vietnam lasted until 1973. The neighboring nations of Laos and Cambodia also fell under communist rule, and thousands would make their way to the United States as refugees. After 1975, 1.1 million Vietnamese refugees left their homeland. The United States was their primary destination, although others settled in Australia, Canada, and the nations of Europe. By the late 1970s, 14,000 refugees a month were authorized to enter the United States, and by the mid-1980s, about 500,000 resided there. Half settled in California or Texas. In the twenty-first century, more than 2 million Vietnamese Americans live in the United States.
 
   Somalia
 
   Somalia is located in northeastern Africa bordered by Ethiopia, Djibouti, the Gulf of Aden, and the Indian Ocean. Researchers believe people have lived there for about 7,000 years. Italy and Britain colonized areas of Somalia in the late nineteenth century after years of declining Turkish rule. After the nation gained independence from Italy and Britain in 1960, a dictator emerged to rule there from 1969 to 1991. When he was overthrown in a coup, the capital city Mogadishu was thrown into chaos as different groups battled for power and control. A humanitarian crisis ensued, with almost 400,000 Somalis dying of starvation as a result of the fighting. Over a decade, about 1 million refugees escaped Somalia. Many fled to neighboring countries. By 1999, 30,000 were given asylum in the United States. In the twenty-first century, more than 150,000 Somalis live in the United States, with their biggest populations in Minnesota and Maine.
 
   
 
     [image: Photo of Ilhan Omar in front of a microphone, looking off to the right. She is wearing a black and white top and a black hijab.] 
     
 
   Representative Ilhan Omar is the first Somali American to serve in the United States Congress. Born in Mogadishu in 1982, Omar became a naturalized citizen in 2000.
 
	  
	  
   Profile: Halima Aden
 
   Halima Aden was born in a refugee camp in Kenya in 1997 after her parents fled a war in Somalia. After moving to Minnesota, she became a finalist in the Miss Minnesota USA pageant, signed with a fashion modeling agency, and soon was walking runways in New York City and Milan, Italy. She became the first woman to appear on the cover of an American fashion magazine wearing a hijab, a headscarf worn by many Islamic women. In 2021, she was interviewed as one of the BBC’s 100 Women about why she left the modeling industry.
 
    
     [image: Photo of Halima Aden speaking into a microphone. She is wearing a red, white, and black top and a black hijab.] 
    

	  
	
   Cuba
 
   The Indigenous Ciboney, Guanahatabey, and Taíno peoples occupied Cuba until Spanish colonization in the fifteenth century. Cuba gained independence again after the Spanish American War of 1898. From 1933 to 1959, Cuba struggled under Fulgencio Batista, whose rule included widespread corruption and poverty. Fidel Castro replaced him during the Cuban Revolution in the 1950s. Castro was popular with many Cubans in part because he brought a higher standard of living to the country. But when he started executing and arresting those who opposed him, many Cuban refugees came to the United States. They traveled to Florida, which sits less than 100 miles (161 km) from Cuba. About two hundred thousand came in the initial wave. By 2000, that number had risen to six hundred thousand. In the twenty-first century, about two million Cubans reside in the United States. More than half are Cuban-born. The majority live in and around South Florida, with the biggest population in Miami.
 	
	  
	  
   Profile: Celia Cruz
 
   Celia Cruz, the “Queen of Salsa,” was born in 1925. Cruz inspired audiences around the world to get up and dance. She was born in Havana, Cuba, and performed there from an early age. She found widespread success in the United States in the 1970s, including winning two Grammy Awards. Cruz also appeared in many movies and telenovelas. Cruz became the face of salsa music for generations.
 
    
     [image: Photograph of Celia Cruz holding a microphone. She is wearing a black and white top, diamond earrings, and has styled her hair in large curls.] 
    
	
	
   Haiti
 
   Located in the Caribbean Sea, Haiti is largely occupied by Black Latin Americans. It was the first nation to abolish slavery after declaring itself free from French rule in 1804. But it faced many political and economic hardships after, including influence from countries like the US. A brutal father-son dictatorship gained power for three decades after a devastating 1954 hurricane. When their rule ended in 1986, economic and political chaos ensued. With poverty rampant, many Haitian immigrants found a new home nearby in the United States. In 2010, a devastating earthquake killed hundreds of thousands and displaced more than 1.5 million Haitian people. Haitian immigration tripled from 1990 to 2018 and rose 17 percent after the earthquake. In 2021, after another large earthquake and political instability caused by the assassination of the island nation’s president, more Haitian refugees entered the United States. More than 60 percent of Haitian immigrants and refugees live in vibrant communities in Florida and New York. Altogether, more than 700,000 Haitians live in the United States. They make up the fourth-largest Caribbean immigrant group in the United States after Cubans, Dominicans, and Jamaicans.
 
   Puerto Rico
 
   A Caribbean island inhabited by the Taíno people at the time of European arrival, Puerto Rico was a colony of Spain until the end of the Spanish-American War in 1898. It became a US territory and later became the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico. In 1917 from 1493, all Puerto Ricans were granted US citizenship. Therefore those who live in the United States are not technically immigrants. Many call them internal migrants—those who move within the borders of their own country. When living permanently in the United States, Puerto Ricans have all the rights of citizens, including the right to vote. However, Puerto Ricans residing on the island of Puerto Rico cannot vote in US elections.
 
   Puerto Rico has a distinct identity, language (Spanish), and culture, so, like many other immigrants, some Puerto Ricans experience discrimination in the United States. In the twenty-first century, more than five million Puerto Ricans live on the US mainland, surpassing even the population of the island. They are the second-largest Hispanic group in the United States.
 
	  
	  	  
   The Bracero Program and Circular Migration
 
   The Bracero program, also known as the United States Emergency Farm Labor Program, was created in 1942. This guest worker policy allowed millions of Mexican men to enter the United States temporarily and work at agricultural jobs. Employers were supposed to hire them only if they could not find Americans to fill the jobs, and employers were required to provide housing and transport the workers back to Mexico when their contracts were done. However, Mexican laborers in this program were often not given adequate housing or paid what was promised. Many workers suffered, and the program ended in 1964. This type of migration, where people come and go based on the availability of work, is known as circular migration.
 
	
	
   Mexico
 
   Although the United States is home to significant numbers of immigrants from all of Latin America, the vast majority are from Mexico, on the southern US border. Before Spanish colonization, Mexico was home largely to Indigenous groups like the Mayan and Toltec peoples. Mexico won independence from Spain in 1821. At the time, Mexico controlled the territories of Texas, California, New Mexico, and most of Arizona, Nevada, Utah, and Colorado. After the United States annexed Texas in 1845, the Mexican-American War ensued. With the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo in 1848, North American territories previously claimed by Mexico became part of the United States. A section of the Rio Grande became the new international border, and the one hundred thousand Mexicans who chose to stay in their homes north of this line became US citizens. As their descendants say, “We didn’t cross the border. The border crossed us.”
 
   In the 1910s, revolution and civil war consumed Mexico, and over the next two decades, this unrest caused more than five hundred thousand Mexicans to look for better conditions north of the border. During the Great Depression of the 1930s, with jobs in short supply, many Mexicans were deported (expelled from the United States) to reserve jobs for European Americans.
 
   As the American economy boomed later in the twentieth century, so did the need for labor. Many of those who came from Mexico to work in the United States did so without legal authorization from the US government. After a severe economic crisis in Mexico in the 1980s, large numbers of Mexicans sought a more stable life by traveling north. During that decade, the US Border Patrol turned back about one million immigrants a year at the southern border, while more than sixty thousand Mexicans entered the country legally every year. Many settled in California and other parts of the American Southwest, but Mexican immigrants have made their homes in every state. Numbering fourteen million, Americans of Mexican descent are the largest immigrant population in the country, and they are an integral part of the US economy and society.
 
   Ethnicities and Religions
 
   Not all immigrant groups come from a single country of origin. Some trace their origins and identities to an ethnicity or religion that exists across borders in many nations.
 
   Hmong
 
   The Hmong are an ethnic minority who trace their roots back thousands of years to the mountains of Southwest China. Under persecution, they migrated south and established vibrant communities in Laos, Thailand, Myanmar, and Vietnam. They preserved their distinctive language, customs, and traditions in their adopted homelands. During the Vietnam War, the United States recruited the Hmong as allies in its fight against communism. After the war ended, Hmong refugees were granted asylum in America. Between 1976 and 1990, about one hundred thousand Hmong settled in the United States. In the twenty-first century, close to four hundred thousand Hmong Americans live in the United States, with the largest enclaves being in Minnesota and Wisconsin.
 
	  	  
	  
   The American Dream
 
   “American Dream” is possibly one of the most successful marketing slogans of all time. Millions of people—both inside and outside the United States—strive for it.
 
   Although it is unknown when the phrase was first used, one of the first examples comes from the Chicago Tribune in 1916. A February 7 article read, “If the American idea, the American hope, the American dream . . . are not worth fighting for to maintain and protect, they were not worth fighting for to establish.”
 
   In his 1917 novel Susan Lenox: Her Fall and Rise, David Graham Phillips wrote that “fashion and home magazines” have prepared people “for the possible rise of fortune” that “is the universal American dream and hope.”
 
   Historian James Truslow Adams used the term most prominently in his book The Epic of America (1931). In the preface, he writes of that “American dream of a better, richer, and happier life for all our citizens of every rank which is the greatest contribution we have as yet made to the thought and welfare of the world. That dream or hope has been present from the start. Ever since we became an independent nation.”
 
   The phrase has become so common that it is often considered cliché, but its ability to quickly capture the nation’s ideals and spirit is precisely the reason it continues to have so much power. A survey of citizens by the American Enterprise Institute and the National Opinion Research Center at the University of Chicago found that of those surveyed, 85 percent believed that having “freedom of choice in how to live” was essential to the American dream. In the same survey, 83 percent expressed that “a good family life” was key, 16 percent believed becoming “wealthy” was essential, and only 45 percent indicated that having a “better quality of life than your parents” was crucial. Just 49 percent of respondents said that “having a successful career” was necessary. This shows that while income and workplace success are still important, many people have come to view the American dream as being less about money and upward mobility and more about having a strong community, a healthy family, and a good quality of life.
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   The Ladder of Fortune is a lithograph produced by Currier and Ives in 1875. It presents an allegory for the virtues that many Americans believed would lead to success. This view of the American Dream did not take into account the history of slavery and oppression that kept many people in poverty.

	
	
   Jews
 
   The Jewish people, most of whom practice the religion of Judaism, are an ethnic group with roots dating back thousands of years. Originally from lands that became Israel in the Middle East, the Jews migrated over many centuries, with large numbers settling in Eastern Europe. Because of persecution there, millions chose to emigrate in the late 1900s. Between 1880 and the 1910s, almost 2.5 million Jewish immigrants arrived in the United States.
 
   During World War II, the German government systematically killed six million European Jews, an event known as the Holocaust. Those who could fled Europe. At the time, restrictive US immigration laws, created in the 1920s, were still being enforced. So from the late 1930s to the late 1940s, only about 170,000 Jews were admitted to the United States, with thousands more turned away despite an outcry for safe asylum. In the twenty-first century, more than 7 million Jewish Americans reside in the United States—a greater population than even in the Jewish homeland of Israel.
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   Haym Salomon was a Polish-born Jewish American who assisted the Continental Army during the American Revolution. After being captured by British forces, Salomon worked as an interpreter for German soldiers on the side of the British. During this time, he helped prisoners of war escape and encouraged German soldiers to desert. When his actions were discovered, he escaped to Philadelphia to continue assisting the Continental Army.
 
   Muslims
 
   Muslims—people who practice the religion of Islam—account for one-quarter of the world’s population. The first large group of Muslims came to America against their will. They were enslaved Africans who had practiced Islam in their home countries before being taken by slave traders. Historians estimate that up to 20 percent of enslaved West Africans in the American colonies were Muslim, although they were not allowed to practice their faith in America.
 
   In the 1870s, a wave of Muslims from the Middle East came to the United States, mainly from Syria and Lebanon. By the early 1900s, New York had a flourishing Muslim community. When US immigration laws relaxed in the 1960s, Muslims from Egypt and other Middle Eastern nations arrived, as well as some from Yugoslavia and Albania who were seeking religious freedom. In 1979, after the Iranian Revolution, more than 100,000 Iranian Muslims came to the United States. In the twenty-first century, more than 3.5 million Muslims call the United States home.
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   The United States has been a country of many religions from the beginning. Islam was first brought to the Americas by enslaved people in the 1600s, though many enslaved people were forced to convert to Christianity.
 
	  	  
	  
   Profile: Nikola Tesla
 
   Nikola Tesla was born in Croatia in 1856. He came to the United States in 1891 to pursue his scientific dream “to harness the forces of nature to the service of mankind.” He succeeded and is credited with inventions that transformed the world, including innovations that led to radio, X-rays, and wireless computer technology. He also invented a motor that runs on alternating current, technology that powers many modern machines.
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   Chapter 3
Back­lash: Part I
 
   Immigrants who come to the United States usually face a difficult transition to a new life. From finding a place to live to finding a way to support themselves financially to making friends and finding their way around, the life of an immigrant is not easy. Every country regulates immigration at its borders to make it easier or harder for immigrants to enter the country and live there. The US government creates laws and policies that shape US immigration.
 
   It is not just laws that can make life difficult for immigrants. Once in the United States, immigrants are often met with resistance from people who already live here. This resistance may include hurled insults, a glare at the supermarket, or a neighborhood being unwelcoming. Sometimes the motivation is racism or xenophobia. Some natural-born Americans believe that the religious practices of certain immigrants are bad or inferior to their own beliefs. Sometimes this discrimination can turn into hate crimes, which are crimes—often violent—motivated by the victim’s race, sexual orientation or identity, or membership in a certain group.
 
   Negative attitudes toward immigrants can also arise from resentment and a fear that immigrants are taking jobs that “belong” to other citizens or that they’re using government services and living in a country that doesn’t “belong” to them. Those feelings are not new. Anti-immigrant views have been around since America’s early colonial days. Perhaps it is human nature to be suspicious of what is new and different. Psychologists have studied this fear, and some think that the fear of people or things that are new or different is deeply rooted in our brains. Others believe it is a learned behavior taught by parents, schools, and society. Still others believe it is a mix of both. No matter where this fear comes from, it is important to recognize and understand it.
 
   America Welcomes You
 
   The United States is known for its ideal of freedom, but freedom for whom? The framers of the Constitution, or founders, are often glorified. They were brilliant and ambitious. They thought deeply about democracy and government. They were people of action and determination who risked their lives to create a new country. But they were also complicated and flawed human beings.
 
   Many of the founders owned enslaved people, and some had negative views on immigrants, even though many of them, such as Alexander Hamilton, were immigrants themselves. George Washington, who became the first US president, gave conflicting messages on immigration. As the head of the Continental Army, Washington had many immigrants in his ranks. After the American Revolution, he declared, “The bosom of America is open . . . to the oppressed and persecuted of all Nations and Religions.” This bold invitation was acted upon by millions. But he also privately wrote, “I have no intention to invite immigrants, even if there are no restrictive [government] acts against it. I am opposed to it altogether.” In 1794, during his presidency, Washington wrote about immigration to John Adams, the second president of the United States. He said, “Except of useful mechanics and some particular. . . . men and professions, there is no use of encouragement [of immigrants].”
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   Immigrants didn’t just serve in the Continental Army. Some also commanded troops. Marie-Joseph Paul Yves Roch Gilbert du Motier, Marquis de La Fayette, was a French aristocrat who traveled to the United States to fight in the American Revolution at the age of 19. He fought and commanded American forces in many battles before returning to France to seek French support for the American cause.
 
	  
   Many early Americans were open to accepting immigrants they viewed as useful but rejected those they considered undesirable. Statesman Benjamin Franklin noticed the large numbers of Germans moving to Pennsylvania in 1751 and deemed them to be undesirable. He wrote, “Why should the [German] Boors be suffered to swarm into our Settlements, and by herding together establish their Language and Manners to the Exclusion of ours? Why should Pennsylvania, founded by the English, become a Colony of Aliens [foreigners], who will shortly be so numerous as to Germanize us instead of our Anglifying them, and will never adopt our Language or Customs.”
 
   Gaining US citizenship was a desire of many early immigrants. Being a citizen not only made it easier to find work but also made it easier to travel in and out of the country. Perhaps most powerfully, citizenship granted a person a greater say in deciding the rules and policies that governed their daily lives through the right to vote, though this privilege was only granted to white men at the time.
 
   Congress addressed the issue of citizenship when it passed the Naturalization Act of 1790. Naturalization refers to the process of becoming a citizen of a country. The law put limits on who could be naturalized: only “any Alien being a free white person . . . of good character,” who had resided in the country for two years. That was later changed to five years, but non-whites were still excluded until 1870, when Congress passed a law including “aliens of African nativity” or “African descent” to be naturalized. Indigenous Americans—whose ancestors had lived in the Americans for thousands of years—were not granted citizenship until the Indian Citizenship Act of 1924. And it wasn’t until 1952 that immigrants from all Asian countries were given naturalization rights.
 
   The citizenship of children born in the United States to immigrants was not fully addressed until 1868 with the passage of the Fourteenth Amendment to the Constitution. It stated that any person born in the United States was considered a citizen, regardless of where their parents were born. This is known as birthright citizenship, and it was opposed by many extreme anti-immigrant groups at the time.
 
   But Not You
 
   The first major immigration legislation passed by Congress was the Immigration Act of 1882. With the passage of this law, the federal government signaled to states that it was taking control of immigration policy. The act restricted immigration for criminals, the insane, and anyone “unable to take care of him or herself.” It also set a “head tax” of fifty cents per person to the cover costs of processing and screening the enormous influx of immigrants at that time.
 
   That year another piece of immigration legislation came to define the growing anti-immigrant movement. During the gold rush and construction of the Central Pacific Railroad, businesses readily hired Chinese immigrants in the western states. At the height of the Central Pacific Railroad’s construction, which lasted for most of the 1860s, 80 percent of the workers were Chinese men. The railroad believed they worked harder and were more dependable than other immigrants and American citizens. They also tended to work for less pay.
 
   Due to racist attitudes and resentment of Chinese employment, anti-Chinese hostility was rampant, and this discrimination eventually became law. The Chinese Exclusion Act of 1882 banned all Chinese workers from entering the country and forbade Chinese immigrants from becoming citizens. The law was supposed to last ten years, but it was first renewed and then enacted permanently. Only in 1943 was this legal act of discrimination repealed. The act severely reduced Chinese immigration, but it had exemptions for immediate family members of Chinese already in the United States as well as for students, teachers, diplomats, merchants, and other limited categories of Chinese persons.
 
   The US government first put patrols on the nation’s southern and northern borders with Mexico and Canada not to keep out Mexicans or Canadians, but to keep out Chinese. They were held on cramped ships for weeks and sometimes years while authorities determined if they qualified for the act’s exemptions. With diseases, starvation, and violence increasing on the detention ships, in 1910 the government opened Angel Island in San Francisco Bay. It became known as the Ellis Island of the West.
 
   With cheap Chinese labor difficult to come by after the Chinese Exclusion Act, many businesses on the West Coast turned to Japanese workers. Japanese immigrants came to the United States to escape poverty and sometimes to avoid the high taxes that the Japanese government imposed on its residents to fund its modernization and industrialization efforts. Many came directly from Japan, but many others came from Hawaii, where hundreds of thousands of Japanese were already living. When they arrived, they faced the same resistance and hostility that the Chinese had faced. In 1901, California’s governor called Japanese immigrants a “menace,” saying that they posed as great a threat as the “peril from Chinese labor.”
 
   In 1907, the informal Gentlemen’s Agreement was enacted to halt Japanese workers from coming to America. It was agreed to by President Theodore Roosevelt and the Japanese government, which not only wanted to slow the flow of emigrants leaving Japan but also wanted to avoid a harsh law similar to the Chinese Exclusion Act. The agreement led the Japanese government to deny passports to workers who wanted to enter the United States, and the US government agreed to deny entry to Japanese immigrants who attempted to enter with passports issued by other countries. As with the Chinese Exclusion Act, the agreement had exceptions. Immigrants already in the country could bring over their wives and children. Some women agreed to marry men they didn’t know just to get to the United States. They were called picture brides because a matchmaker would pair immigrant workers with potential brides using just photographs.
 
   The Gentlemen’s Agreement didn’t stop the hostility Japanese immigrants were facing. Like many immigrant groups, the Japanese opened small businesses, but their businesses were routinely vandalized. Smashed windows were common in some neighborhoods as were rotten eggs and fruit thrown at shops and employees. The anti-Japanese hysteria peaked in 1913, when California passed a state law that banned foreigners or “aliens ineligible for citizenship” from owning farms or holding long-term leases. The Alien Land Law did not specifically mention Asians, but it was specifically designed to discourage their immigration and make the lives of these immigrants as difficult as possible. Because the law discriminated against all immigrants not allowed to naturalize, it also affected Chinese, Korean, and Indian immigrants.
 
   While Asian immigrants on the West Coast faced discrimination, xenophobia, and racism, the mostly European immigrants arriving in the East Coast during the 1800s also faced hostility. Those who were not of English descent faced discrimination based on race, culture, and country of origin. More than 60 percent of immigrants between 1830 and 1860 were from Germany and Ireland, and to many people the influx of German and Irish immigrants was undesirable.
 
   Germans settled in most major US cities—especially Philadelphia, Chicago, New York, and New Orleans, where they faced much discrimination. They spoke German or English with a German accent, making them easy to identify as outsiders. Some natural-born Americans did not like their custom of using Sundays for outings and recreational sports instead of church. Others objected to their apparent fondness for beer. Most simply did not like that they were foreign.
 
   The Irish faced fiercer hostility than most of the Germans because almost all Irish immigrants were Roman Catholic. Among the Protestant American majority, Catholicism was viewed with suspicion and hostility because the head of the Catholic Church, the pope, had great influence over Catholics. Some believed the pope, who lives in the Vatican in Italy, would try to take over the United States. They also believed that Catholics in America would put the pope’s beliefs ahead of their belief in democracy and that their loyalty to the Catholic Church would outweigh their loyalty to the country. (Over one hundred years later, President John F. Kennedy faced similar fears over his Catholic faith.) American inventor Samuel Morse remarked in 1835 that he was seeing an “increase of Roman Catholic cathedrals, churches, colleges, convents . . . in every part of the country; in the sudden increase of Catholic emigration; in the increased clannishness of the Roman Catholics, and the boldness with which their leaders are experimenting on the character of the American people.”
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   All four of President John F. Kennedy’s grandparents were children of Irish immigrants to the United States.
 
   As starvation due to the potato famine in Ireland worsened, more and more Irish immigrants came to the United States. The majority of them settled in Boston and New York City. When Irish Catholics opened private Catholic schools that were separate from the public school system, some natural-born Americans saw this as evidence of their resistance to assimilating, or blending in with the larger US society.
 
   Other groups also faced opposition. When a large wave of Italian immigration began in the 1880s, these immigrants were greeted with discrimination based on their predominantly Catholic faith and also their dark coloring. Employers denied them jobs, and many natural-born Americans shunned them. In 1912, a US congressional committee debated whether Italians could be considered “full-blooded Caucasians [white people].” Some called Italians “biologically and culturally less intelligent” than other Americans.
 
   Nativists and Know Nothings
 
   A nativist movement grew in response to the rapid increase in immigration in the mid-1800s. Nativists believe that people born in their country are more important than people born in other countries. American nativism took many forms. Organizations formed to oppose the immigration of specific groups of people, such as the American Protective Association, an anti-Catholic group that opposed Irish immigration. Anti-immigrant political parties were formed. The Nativist Party in New York published a newspaper called the Spirit of Seventy-Six, which promoted anti-immigrant views.
 
   The nativist political movement expanded in 1855 to a national party, called the American Party, popularly called the Know Nothing Party. It started as a secret society of Protestant Anglo-Saxons, who when asked about their membership in the group would respond, “I know nothing.” During the party’s height, it included more than one hundred members of Congress, eight governors, the majority of six state legislatures (including California and Massachusetts), and thousands of local politicians. They wanted to deport all immigrant “beggars” and criminals, make Bible readings required in all public schools, remove all Catholics from public office, and increase the naturalization period from five to twenty-one years.
 
   Christopher Phillips, a professor of history at the University of Cincinnati in Ohio, says the Know Nothing movement shares three traits with all other nativist movements throughout history. The first trait is an adoption of nationalism. Nationalism is a devotion to a country above all else, usually at the expense of other people and countries. The second trait is religious discrimination. The Know Nothings discriminated against Catholics. Third, nativist movements combine an appeal to working-class people with an appeal to upper-class politicians. Although the Know Nothing Party lasted only a few years, its legacy has never died in the United States, where nativists still rail against immigrants.
 
   More Restrictions
 
   Between 1890 and 1920, immigration to the United States was at its peak. The immigrant ancestry of more than one hundred million Americans can be traced to the wave of arrivals from this era. With immigration in full swing, especially from eastern and southern Europe, and with anti-immigrant sentiments growing, Congress passed a series of laws that severely restricted access to America’s shores.
 
   In 1921, the Emergency Quota Act was passed. It added two elements to immigration law that still apply: numerical limits and a quota system to formulate those limits. The act limited the number of immigrants from any country to 3 percent of the foreign-born people of that nationality living in the United States as of the 1910 census. This meant that people from western Europe were much more likely to be admitted than those from anywhere else, since people of western European heritage already made up the bulk of the national population. The law did not apply to “white-collar” immigrants, or those with professional jobs, and due to lobbying by the business community, which wanted workers from south of the border, who often were willing to work for lower wages than other Americans, the law also did not apply to immigrants from Latin America.
 
	  

   United States Census
 
   The census is a population count of all those living in the country. It is required by the Constitution and takes place every ten years. The census includes all citizens, noncitizen legal residents, noncitizen long-term visitors, and undocumented immigrants. The census does not just let the government know who lives where. It is also used to allocate congressional spending and to set each state’s number of representatives in the House of Representatives. For historians studying immigration, the census provides especially valuable data, with numbers dating back to the first census in 1790.
 
	
	
   The Immigration Act of 1924, also known as the Johnson-Reed Act, restricted immigration even more drastically. It replaced all previous laws about Asian immigration and essentially banned it. It also set a new quota of 165,000 total immigrants per year for countries of the Eastern Hemisphere (all of Europe, Asia, Africa, Australia, and the Pacific Islands). Quotas for individual countries were lowered to 2 percent of their existing representation in the US population, and those numbers were based on the 1890 census instead of the 1910 census, which the previous immigration laws had used. The quotas imposed by this law severely reduced immigration from Italy, Greece, and Poland, as well as the immigration of eastern European Jews. This law also denied admittance to homosexuals and those with mental or physical disabilities. It funded deportations and the creation of the US Border Patrol.
 
   With immigration from most countries limited, anti-immigrant sentiments then turned to undocumented immigration (sometimes called illegal or unauthorized immigration). The Undesirable Aliens Act of 1929, known as Blease’s Law, criminalized border crossings outside of official ports of entry. This law was primarily passed to restrict Latin American immigration, especially immigration from Mexico.
 
	  

   Japanese Internment
 
   In the aftermath of Japan’s bombing of Pearl Harbor in Hawaii on December 7, 1941, which pulled the United States into World War II, an anti-Japanese frenzy led President Franklin Roosevelt to sign an order that relocated more than 120,000 Japanese Americans to concentration camps. Of those incarcerated, more than 60 percent were US citizens. Forced to leave their homes, businesses, and farms, they lived behind barbed wire for two years in crudely built barracks guarded by the military. They were released after the war to try to rebuild their lives, but for many, the damage lasted a lifetime. Japanese American internment is considered one of the worst civil rights violations committed by the US government, and in 1988 the government issued a formal apology, along with $20,000 in payment to each internee who was still alive then.
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   Many Japanese Americans had fought for the United States in World War I. Despite their previous service, many of these veterans were sent to concentration camps such as the Santa Anita Assembly Center.
 
	
	
   Although the immigration laws of the 1920s had a great impact on immigration in the United States, the Great Depression, beginning in 1929, had an even bigger effect. With the global economy in freefall from this worldwide financial collapse, jobs became scarce and international travel became rare. Only 500,000 immigrants entered the United States during the 1930s—a massive decline from the previous twenty years, when more than 12 million immigrants arrived. The onset of World War II further extended the immigration standstill. During the war, immigration was mostly restricted to 120,000 spouses and children of American soldiers who had married overseas, as well as 416,000 postwar European refugees.
 
   In 1952, with the Cold War (1945–1991) in full swing, anti-communist sentiment was on the rise. Congress passed the Immigration and Nationality Act, also called the McCarran-Walter Act. It restricted immigration from eastern European countries suspected of having communist ties or sympathies. The act said that immigrants also needed to have “good moral character,” which meant they could not be alcohol or drug abusers, illegal gamblers, or polygamists (people who are married to more than one spouse simultaneously).
 
	  

   Communism
 
   In the 1800s, German philosophers Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels developed the political and economic theory of communism. It called on working-class people to seize power from the wealthy, such as factory owners and landlords. In communist theory, private property is abolished and resources are distributed equally among all people. In practice, communist governments have not lived up to their promise of equality. They have mainly operated as totalitarian states, with nearly complete power over the lives of citizens. During the Cold War, the United States and the Soviet Union fought for global supremacy, with each power backing their ideals of capitalism or communism respectively.
 
	
	
   Despite all the restrictions in the new law, it slightly increased immigration from China and Japan for the first time in decades and gave preference to immigrants with advanced degrees, technical skills, and other traits considered desirable. In the 1950s, 2.5 million immigrants came to the United States.
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   President Lyndon B. Johnson signed the Immigration and Nationality Act of 1965 on Liberty Island on October 3, 1965. Regarding the system this law was replacing, Johnson said, “This system violated the basic principle of American democracy . . . It has been un-American in the highest sense, because it has been untrue to the faith that brought thousands to these shores even before we were a country.”
 
   As the civil rights movement of the 1960s highlighted racial inequalities in the United States, lawmakers took a new look at immigration policies. Past laws, especially of the 1920s, sought racist objectives, such as preserving “the ideal of US homogeneity,” which meant that everyone in the United States should look and act the same. To counteract this, the Immigration and Nationality Act of 1965, or Hart-Celler Act, repealed quotas based on nationality. This allowed increased immigration from previously restricted places such as eastern and southern Europe, Asia, Africa, and the Middle East. A new annual limit of 290,000 immigrants was set, with 170,000 from the Eastern Hemisphere and 120,000 from the Western Hemisphere. A new quota system gave priority to relatives and children of US citizens, professionals, people with technical skills, and refugees.
 
   The last major laws affecting immigration in the United States were passed in 1996. The Personal Responsibility and Work Opportunity Reconciliation Act mostly dealt with federal, state, and local benefits, such as welfare and food stamps. The law stipulated that legal immigrants could not receive federal benefits for the first five years in the United States and that undocumented immigrants were ineligible to receive any benefits.
 
   The Illegal Immigration Reform and Immigrant Responsibility Act set legal immigration at 675,000 people annually and allowed up to 100,000 refugees to enter the country per year. The law also attempted to decrease undocumented immigration by cutting down on circular migration, increasing border enforcement, and punishing those in the United States who were undocumented. But the law was difficult to enforce, and undocumented immigration, particularly from Latin America, continued to increase.
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   Chapter 4
Immi­gration in the Twenty-First Century
 
   More than one million immigrants arrive in the United States every year. According to the Pew Research Center, a nonpartisan think tank, between forty-four and forty-five million individuals who live in the United States were born in another country. Foreign-born individuals make up about 13.7 percent of the total US population, significantly higher than 1970’s 4.7 percent, a few years after the major immigration reform laws of 1965. (The record remains at 14.8 percent, set in 1890 during the last great waves of historical immigration.) The United States is home to more immigrants than any other country in the world.
 
   Finding a Home
 
   Immigrants live in every state in the nation, but most (more than 60 percent) live in western and southern states. The states with the highest immigrant populations are California with 24 percent, Texas with 11 percent, and Florida with 10 percent. Most immigrants live in twenty major metropolitan areas. New York City, Los Angeles, and Miami have the largest shares.
 
   Why do immigrants concentrate in certain areas of the country? Although reasons vary, this phenomenon is partly due to a desire to live near other immigrants from their home countries or to live close to family members. The other major reason is employment. Agriculture and technology jobs, two industries in which many immigrants work, tend to be concentrated in certain regions.
 
	  

   Profile: Adriana Ocampo
 
   Adriana Ocampo dreamed of space exploration as she looked up at the stars from her rooftop in Buenos Aires, Argentina. After her family moved to the United States, she studied engineering and planetary geology and took a job with the National Aeronautics and Space Administration. Her research led to the discovery of the Chicxulub crater in Mexico, the site of the asteroid impact theorized to have killed most life on Earth, including the dinosaurs, about 66 million years ago. She has also worked on missions to study Mars, Jupiter, and other planets.
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   Legal vs. Illegal Immigration
 
   Journalists and politicians often make a distinction between legal immigration and illegal, or undocumented, immigration. Legal immigration is immigration that is approved by the government, such as through a passport or visa (temporary permission to be in the country). Asylum seekers wanting refugee status also fall under the category of legal immigration, but they do not require paperwork before entering the United States. Rather, they apply for asylum once they have entered the country. Illegal immigration is immigration that occurs outside of government-approved methods. It can involve crossing the border outside a port of entry or, more commonly, remaining in the country after a visa has expired.
 
   More than thirty-five million legal immigrants currently live in the United States. Of those, twenty-one million are naturalized citizens—they have sworn an oath to the United States and have the right to vote in elections, the freedom to travel abroad with a US passport, and other legal rights and protections. Of those eligible to become naturalized citizens, only two-thirds have done so. The others remain unnaturalized for a variety of reasons, including significant barriers (such as the English proficiency test typically required or the fee of several hundred dollars). Some immigrants may also choose to remain residents rather than pursue American citizenship.
 
   To become a citizen, an individual must live in the United States with a green card (as a legal permanent resident) for at least five years. A green card allows an immigrant to work legally, travel abroad, and receive some federal benefits. The Immigration and Nationality Act of 1965 gave greater weight to family-based immigration. So if an immigrant has a family member in the United States who is a citizen or a legal permanent resident, it is easier for them to get a green card. More than 60 percent of green cards granted every year go to people in this group. Because of the annual quota, some people wait in line for years—sometimes more than twenty—to gain entry to the United States by this method. Immediate relatives (spouses, children, and parents) of adult citizens have an easier time getting a green card because there are no quotas for them.
 
   Critics who wish to reduce immigration sometimes refer to this process of family-based migration as chain migration, as if the family is creating a chain or rope from the United States to their home country, so that other family members can more easily enter. But the family-based system has been one of the country’s main drivers of immigration since the 1800s. Many critics may even be products of family-based immigration themselves. It is essentially a system of personal referral. The benefits are simple: family members of people already in the United States have a more stable support system and a built-in community when they arrive, so they are more likely to find a job and be productive members of society. They are also less likely to rely on government services, experience homelessness, or resort to criminal activity for income.
 
   Green cards are also issued to people who do not have family living in the United States. Refugees receive about 13 percent of available green cards. People coming to the United States for employment and skill-based workers make up 12 percent of green card recipients. About 50,000 individuals (5 percent) are given green cards under the diversity lottery program. This program grants green cards to immigrants from nations with small and underrepresented US populations. Registered applicants are selected at random by lottery. In 2019, more than 11 million people applied for the program, and since 1995, more than 1.2 million people have gained entry to the country this way.
 
	  
	  
   Profile: Elon Musk
 
   Elon Musk is an outspoken entrepreneur, founder of PayPal and SpaceX, and CEO of Tesla, the most popular electric vehicle maker in the world. Born in South Africa, he left to seek economic opportunity in the United States. He is one of the world’s richest people and advocates both for nonpolluting energy and for space exploration to make humanity a “multi-planetary species.”
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   Government Oversight
 
   The Department of Homeland Security was created in 2002 to prepare for and respond to security threats against the American homeland, such as terrorist attacks. The department consolidated twenty-two federal agencies under its command, including those related to immigration services and enforcement. Currently three agencies oversee immigration:
 
    
    	US Citizenship and Immigration Services processes and rules on applications for citizenship, permanent residency, refugee status, visas, and asylum.
 
    	US Customs and Border Protection is tasked with protecting the nation’s 328 ports of entry from terrorism, human and drug smuggling, illegal immigration, and agricultural pests and diseases, all while assisting legal travel and trade.
 
    	Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) is tasked with identifying, investigating, and dismantling security weaknesses at the border. It is also responsible for enforcing federal immigration laws throughout the United States.
 
   
 
   Undocumented Immigrants
 
   Undocumented immigrants are people. It is all too easy to reduce the undocumented to statistics or to dehumanize the whole population through the label of “illegal.” Undocumented immigrants are mothers, fathers, grandparents, children, students, friends, neighbors, and coworkers. By choice or not, they entered the United States without following immigration guidelines set by the government. Because they lack an official document proving the government granted them the right to reside in the United States (such as a birth certificate, passport, or visa), they are often called undocumented.
 
   While a common perception is that these immigrants all crossed the nation’s borders illegally, many initially arrived legally on temporary visas and then stayed in the United States after their visa deadlines expired. Estimates by the Pew Research Center show that since 2010, a large majority of undocumented immigrants in the United States have overstayed their visas. An estimated ten to eleven million undocumented immigrants (about 3 percent of the total US population) live in the United States, though the number fluctuates year to year. The exact number is difficult to come by because most undocumented immigrants tend to avoid official counts to prevent legal trouble.
 
   Choosing to come to the United States without documentation or to overstay a visa is risky. Why would a person do this? Many undocumented immigrants have determined that a life in the United States, even one with risk, is preferable to a life in their home country. The United States offers more jobs and opportunities than many other countries. Some undocumented immigrants are fleeing violence or natural disaster. With a limited number of visas granted by the government each year and sometimes a decades-long wait to renew a visa or to get into the United States by legal means, many undocumented immigrants make a tough choice to risk illegal immigration status.
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   Journalist Jose Antonio Vargas spoke onstage during “I Am an Immigrant: A Celebration of Our Stories,” a live event celebrating immigrant heritage on June 18, 2016.
 
   Some undocumented immigrants don’t even know about their legal status. Such was the case with Jose Antonio Vargas. When Vargas was sixteen, he attempted to get his driver’s permit using his green card as proof of identification. But as Vargas explains, “When I handed the clerk my green card as proof of US residency, she flipped it around, examining it. ‘This is fake,’ she whispered. ‘Don’t come back here again.’” He came to the country from the Philippines as a boy, and his grandparents were already naturalized citizens, so he was confused about the situation. His mom sent him to the United States, and his grandparents purchased fake documents without ever informing him of his status. This is an all-too-common situation for immigrants brought to the country as children. Lawyers told Vargas he should lay low and hope for the immigration laws to change, but he was determined to change attitudes about the undocumented. At great risk to himself, he decided to write about his experience in a 2011 New York Times article. Vargas has gone on to become an activist and Pulitzer Prize–winning journalist with the Washington Post.
 
   Where Are Undocumented Immigrants From?
 
   Undocumented immigrants come to the United States from everywhere in the world, just as legal immigrants do, but Mexicans make up the largest group, with a population of about five million. Mexican immigrants make up about 47 percent of the total undocumented population.
 
   The next largest group of undocumented immigrants, about 1.9 million people, comes from Central America—mainly El Salvador, Guatemala, and Honduras. This trio of countries is sometimes called the Northern Triangle because these countries form a triangle in the northern region of Central America. Many people leave this region due to increasing environmental challenges related to climate change, a lack of economic opportunity, and violence caused by political instability. 
 
   The third-largest undocumented immigrant population, about 1.5 million people, comes from Asia, especially China and India, the most populous countries in the world. Many come to reunite with family members already in the United States, while others come to find better job opportunities.
 
   Latin American Focus
 
   In the twenty-first century, waves of immigrants from Central America have arrived at the southern US border to escape violence and destruction in their homelands. Most of this turmoil stems from violence associated with the illicit drug trade. Drug cartels frequently use murder and intimidation to protect their illegal businesses. They threaten politicians, police, journalists, and ordinary citizens who try to expose or interfere with their criminal behavior. They also carry out bloody battles with one another. Most of the drugs produced in Central America find their way to the United States, which is the number one consumer of illegal drugs in the world.
 
   The drug trade has plunged many parts of Mexico, Central America, and South America into a humanitarian crisis. The violence has forced millions to flee north to seek safety. Many of them, including children, walk thousands of miles to the US border, where they seek asylum. They are placed in detention centers while they await approval or rejection of their asylum applications.
 
   Some are able to bypass the immigration system at the border. They make their way across treacherous desert terrain in the Southwestern United States, hoping to evade Border Patrol agents. When they reach the United States, they live in the shadows, hoping to avoid ICE and other authorities. They might use false Social Security numbers, fake IDs, and other falsified documents to gain employment and government services.
 
	  
	
   How Do We Estimate the Number of Undocumented Immigrants?
 
   Since some undocumented immigrants avoid being included in official government records, a frequently used method to determine their numbers is to examine census data to determine the total foreign-born population and then to deduct lawful immigrants from that number. The remainder is the estimated undocumented immigrant population.
 
	
	
   Where Do Undocumented Immigrants Live?
 
   Undocumented immigrants live in every major US city, and they are quite likely among your neighbors. Around two-thirds of all undocumented immigrants live in six states: California, Texas, Florida, New York, New Jersey, and Illinois. The metropolitan areas with the largest population of undocumented immigrants are New York City, Los Angeles, and Houston. An estimated eight million of the roughly twelve million undocumented immigrants in the United States are working or seeking employment. They make up 5 percent of the nation’s workforce, and they tend to concentrate in certain occupations, such as farming, construction, and the service industry.
 
   Undocumented immigrants come from all types of backgrounds. They work to have a roof over their heads, pay the bills, put food on the table, and care for their families. About five million children in the United States have undocumented parents. While most of these kids were born in the United States, approximately seven hundred thousand were not. About 7 percent of the country’s K–12 students have at least one undocumented parent.
 
   While many immigrants without documentation worry about deportation, around 1.5 million undocumented immigrants cannot be deported because they have permission to stay in the United States. Either they have applied for asylum and have pending cases or they have been granted temporary protected status and are able to work legally. The majority of these immigrants are from El Salvador and Honduras, where the illicit drug trade has caused widespread violence, and Haiti, where natural disasters and political instability have led to a struggle for survival. Undocumented immigrants who came to the United States as children can receive protection from deportation through DACA (Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals).
 
	  
	
   DACA and the DREAMers
 
   Imagine living your whole life in the United States as just another American kid, a child of immigrants. Then one day you find out from your parents or the government that you are not in the country legally. What a shock that must be! Almost eight hundred thousand US immigrants who were brought to the country as children are registered with the DACA program. In 2012, then secretary of homeland security Janet Napolitano created the program to provide relief from deportation and to allow these immigrants to work. Most of them have only vague memories—or none whatsoever—of their birth countries and have only ever known the United States as their home.
 
   DACA recipients must renew their participation in the program every two years. Under the administration of President Donald Trump, the government briefly stopped the program and announced that it would not accept new applications. After multiple lawsuits, the Supreme Court determined that the Trump administration’s attempt to end the program was unlawful. There are currently efforts to provide a pathway to citizenship for those in DACA, a process that would need to be approved by Congress.
 
   Another effort to assist young undocumented immigrants is the Development, Relief, and Education for Alien Minors (DREAM) Act. It was first introduced in Congress in 2001. According to the act, a person could become a resident of the United States for up to ten years if they met the following conditions:
 
    
    	They entered the United States under the age of eighteen.
 
    	They entered four years prior to the bill’s enactment and have been in the United States since.
 
    	They have been admitted to college or technical school, have graduated from high school or obtained a general equivalency diploma (GED), or are currently working toward a high school diploma or GED.
 
    	They have not been convicted of a serious crime or a drug offense.
 
    	They have not been convicted of a crime of domestic violence.
 
   
 
   The next step for a DREAMer would be to obtain a green card by meeting one of these requirements:
 
    
    	They completed at least two years of college or technical school. 
 
    	They completed at least two years of military service, with an honorable discharge.
 
    	They have been employed at least 75 percent of the time for three years.
 
   
 
   After five years, a DREAMer with lawful permanent residence status could then apply for naturalization and become a US citizen.
 
   Since 2001, at least ten different versions of the act have been considered, though none have become law. Every version of the DREAM Act has been slightly different, but the key goal is to establish a pathway to legal residency for young people brought to the country as children. 
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   In July 2021, a federal judge ruled that DACA was unconstitutional and prevented new applications to the program. But people currently protected by DACA may keep and renew their status. Activists are pushing for Congress to enshrine DACA into law.
 
	
	
   Sanctuary Cities
 
   ICE is the main federal agency responsible for deporting undocumented immigrants. Because ICE has a small number of agents compared to the undocumented population, the agency often relies on local law enforcement to identify and arrest undocumented individuals.
 
   The level of cooperation between local police departments and federal immigration officials is different from state to state and city to city. States do not have the authority to either deport or legalize undocumented immigrants, but they can set their own laws on issues related to undocumented immigrants. For example, some states check the immigration status of someone applying for a driver’s license while others do not.
 
   Some local and state governments are aggressive about apprehending undocumented immigrants. Others are less strict and choose to not allocate resources to pursuing the undocumented. Cities, counties, and states that don’t cooperate fully with the federal government’s attempts to locate, detain, and deport undocumented immigrants are called sanctuary cities.
 
   The issue of sanctuary cities has become politically charged. Some believe that sanctuary cities encourage further illegal immigration. Others take their criticism further. In late 2022, Florida governor Ron DeSantis and Texas governor Greg Abbott went as far as flying immigrants from Texas to sanctuary cities around the country. Former US attorney general Jeff Sessions said, “So-called ‘sanctuary’ policies make all of us less safe because they intentionally undermine our laws and protect illegal aliens who have committed crimes.” The idea that foreign criminals are roaming free in sanctuary cities is a common complaint. Politicians have attempted to defund, or cut federal funding for, sanctuary cities and states, but federal courts have rejected those efforts.
 
   Supporters of sanctuary cities argue that immigration law is federal law and that local police have more pressing priorities. They note that police departments don’t enforce other federal laws, such as federal tax laws. They say that police work is about keeping cities safe. In fact, many police departments state that pushback against sanctuary cities can make it harder to keep cities safe because it often makes immigrants feel reluctant to talk to law enforcement officials about what is happening in their communities.
 
   Many police chiefs say that helping the federal government enforce immigration laws makes cities less safe because it makes immigrants fearful, which in turn makes them less likely to talk to police. If police officers are perceived as immigration officials, immigrants might be afraid to report crimes, serve as witnesses, or share details with investigating detectives. Brian Manley, former police chief of Austin, Texas, said, “Criminals understand that, and they will feel emboldened to commit crimes against the immigrant community without fear of being held accountable because they know they won’t call police. It creates a haven for crime.”
 
   Workplace Raids
 
   With or without the help of local officials, ICE enforces immigration policies in a number of ways. Tactics include workplace raids. When ICE suspects that a large number of employees at a business are undocumented, it first collects evidence and then applies for a search warrant from a judge. The search warrant allows ICE to legally raid the workplace. Armed ICE agents encircle the facility and do not allow anyone to leave without permission. They question employees and then arrest and detain those who are unable to prove their legal status.
 
   Raids tend to make headlines because of their highly visual nature and their effect on the community and local businesses. One famous raid, in 2008, happened at a slaughterhouse called Agriprocessors in Postville, Iowa. In all, ICE arrested about four hundred undocumented employees, the majority of whom were Guatemalan. Most of these people were eventually deported after serving brief prison sentences. 
 
   Critics of raids say that they are extremely costly to conduct, create fear, and are destructive to communities. ICE also sometimes mistakenly detains US citizens during raids. Do workplace raids deter further illegal immigration? Many say no, because companies still want cheap labor, and undocumented immigrants still want jobs in the United States. As long as these jobs are available, immigrants will continue to take risks to secure better lives for themselves and their families. For every immigrant who is deported, there are dozens more ready to take a chance on crossing the border illegally and trying to secure the American Dream.
 
	  
	
   Profile: Kamala Harris
 
   Kamala Harris is the first woman and woman of color to be vice president of the United States. Prior to holding that office, she was attorney general of California and a US senator from that state. Harris was born in Oakland, California. Her mother was born in India, and her father is from Jamaica. She is an inspiration to children of immigrants and an example of what is possible in America.
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   Comprehensive Immigration Reform
 
   Businesses and politicians recognize the need for immigrant labor, especially in the farming, factory, and service industries. But there is broad consensus that parts of the immigration system are broken. For many years, politicians have attempted to change immigration laws. They have called for sweeping policy changes called comprehensive immigration reform. Both Democrats and Republicans recognize a need to alter the system, but the two sides have not been able to negotiate an agreement.
 
   Among the general public, interest in immigration reform rises and falls. As a USA Today editorial noted, “Pressures to revisit the issue run in cycles, usually paralleling anxiety about the economy, jobs, and national security. When concern slackens, businesses become reliant on cheap labor, consumers welcome the lower prices for food and services, and enforcement is gradually neglected.”
 
   The most significant bipartisan (involving both major political parties) effort at comprehensive immigration reform started in 2006, when two powerful senators attempted to pass a new law. Massachusetts Democratic senator Ted Kennedy (brother of former president John F. Kennedy) and Arizona Republican senator John McCain (the Republican nominee for president in 2008) worked for several years to reach an agreement, but they met with sharp resistance, and the effort ultimately failed.
 
   Areas of Debate
 
   Critics say that immigration laws are outdated and fail to address the nation’s changing needs. What would they like to change? Some point to the annual limit of sixty-five thousand H-1B visas—visas given to highly skilled foreign workers. Many US businesses have trouble finding enough employees with these skill sets inside the United States, so they turn to immigrants to fill those positions. Raising the limit on H-1B visas could help with this job shortage.
 
   Another major issue is asylum. Asylum seekers often have to wait many years for a decision on their asylum claims. Since they are seeking protection from danger, many say it shouldn’t be so difficult for them to find that safety in the United States. But others argue that that the nation simply can’t accommodate all the people seeking protection from violence around the world.
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   President Ronald Reagan signed the Immigration Reform and Control Act of 1986 in the White House’s Roosevelt Room on November 6, 1986. The signing was witnessed by Vice President George Bush and Senator Strom Thurmond.
 
   Some believe that amnesty, or forgiving unlawful entry into the country and the use of falsified documents to gain employment, is the answer. An amnesty policy would give undocumented immigrants permanent residency and sometimes a path to citizenship. The Immigration Reform and Control Act of 1986 did just that. Signed into law by Republican president Ronald Reagan, the act granted amnesty to about three million undocumented immigrants. In the twenty-first century, proponents of amnesty argue that it is the only practical solution for dealing with undocumented immigrants. The alternative, deporting more than ten million people, would harm the US economy and be extremely expensive, not to mention exceedingly difficult to accomplish. But opponents of amnesty contend that it would reward undocumented immigrants for entering or staying in the country illegally and that this would only encourage further undocumented immigration.
 
     
  
  
 
	  

	[image: ]

	  
   Chapter 5
Back­lash: Part II
 
   The history of anti-immigrant views dates back to even before the nation’s founding, but those feelings have continued into the modern era. Still, few presidential administrations have had as big an effect on immigration as the Donald Trump administration. The Trump administration’s words and rhetoric affected immigrants as much as its policies did.
 
   Famously, in his first speech as a presidential candidate in 2015, Trump stoked economic anxiety and resentment against immigrants and foreign countries: “Our country is in serious trouble,” he said. “We don’t have victories anymore. . . . When was the last time anybody saw us beating, let’s say, China in a trade deal? They kill us.” Trump continued, “When did we beat Japan at anything? They send their cars over by the millions, and what do we do?”
 
   He reserved his harshest words for Mexico: “When do we beat Mexico at the border? They’re laughing at us, at our stupidity. And now they are beating us economically. They are not our friend, believe me. . . . The US has become a dumping ground for everybody else’s problems. . . . When Mexico sends its people, they’re not sending their best. . . . They’re sending people that have lots of problems, and they’re bringing those problems [to] us. They’re bringing drugs. They’re bringing crime. They’re rapists. And some, I assume, are good people.” He went on to attack additional countries: “It’s coming from more than Mexico. It’s coming from all over South and Latin America, and it’s coming probably from the Middle East.”
 
   Trump used this type of nationalist language and anti-immigrant hostility to get media attention and to rally those who shared similar views. Words similar to these were common in the 1850s, during the rise of the Know Nothing Party, and the 1880s, the era of the Chinese Exclusion Act, but it had been a long time since such xenophobic language had been used by a presidential candidate, much less the eventual winner of the White House. These early words were a preview of how Trump viewed foreign countries and how he would treat immigrants throughout his years as president from 2017 to 2021.
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   The border wall separating the United States and Mexico at San Diego and Tijuana extends hundreds of feet into the Pacific Ocean. From Tijuana Beach you can see San Diego’s skyline and Imperial Beach in the distance on the other side of the wall. 
 

	  
   Profile: Barack Obama and Donald Trump
 
   What do Barack Obama and Donald Trump have in common? In addition to being former presidents of the United States, they are both the children of immigrants. Obama’s father was born in Kenya, and Trump’s mother was from Scotland. They both came to the United States to seek opportunities for themselves and their families.
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   Mary Anne MacLeod Trump (left) and Barack Obama Sr. (right), pictured here in a photograph displayed on a family wall in Kenya, both came to the US as immigrants.
 
   
	  

	U.S. trailed rest of world in refugee resettlement in 2017 and 2018 after leading it for decades
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 Note: Figures rounded to the nearest thousand. 
Source: Pew Research Center analysis of United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees data, accessed June 12, 2019.
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   During the Trump Administration, refugee admission to the United States declined considerably. In 2017, Trump initiated a temporary freeze on refugee admissions. By 2019, the Trump administration had only admitted seventy-six thousand refugees in total, nearly 10,000 fewer than the Obama administration admitted in 2016 alone.
 
	
	
   The Muslim Ban
 
   On September 11, 2001, Muslim terrorists hijacked US airplanes. They purposely flew two of them into the World Trade Center towers in New York City and one into the Pentagon, a military headquarters near Washington, DC. A fourth plane crashed in rural Pennsylvania after passengers fought back against the hijackers. After these attacks, anti-Muslim hostility soared, as some Americans sought to blame all Muslims for the actions of a small group of radical extremists.
 
   While anti-Muslim sentiments diminished somewhat over time, Trump revived them. During his campaign, he called for a “total and complete shutdown” of Muslim immigration. He got as close as he could to fulfilling that campaign promise by signing an executive order just days into his new administration. This order banned travel for ninety days from seven majority-Muslim countries: Iran, Iraq, Libya, Somalia, Sudan, Syria, and Yemen. It also suspended the resettlement of all Syrian refugees, who were escaping a bloody civil war in their nation.
 
   Trump’s order sparked protests across the country and the globe, and lawsuits were filed by US civil rights organizations to block the ban. Trump continued to sign different versions and renewals of the ban. Ultimately, in a 5–4 decision, the Supreme Court voted to uphold the third version of the order. By the end of the Trump presidency thirteen countries had been barred from travel to the United States. President Joe Biden revoked Trump’s ban on his first day in office in 2021.
 
   Family Separation 
 
   Trump railed against undocumented immigrants in May 2018. “These aren’t people. These are animals,” he said. His administration declared “zero tolerance” for the undocumented. To deter and discourage immigration, in April 2018 Trump instituted a family separation policy at the southern US border. For several months, immigrants at the border were separated from their families, held in detention facilities, and often deported. In all, 4,368 children, including infants, were stripped from their parents’ arms with no plans to reunite them. Fourteen hundred parents were deported without their children. Meanwhile, many of these children were kept in metal cages, a remarkable visual that made headlines across the country. Ultimately, even Trump’s closest allies viewed the policy as inhumane and encouraged him to end it. In June 2018, the policy was rescinded, but the damage had been done. Most were reunited, but more than 270 migrant children had yet to be returned to their family at the end of 2021.
 
   
 
     [image: Photograph of children in a holding facility. In the foreground are two children wearing masks, peering through the transparent barrier to the room. In the background are children laying under foil blankets.] 
     
 
   By 2021, thousands of children remained separated from their families in detention centers on the US southern border. The pods in the Donna Department of Homeland Security holding facility (shown above) housed hundreds of children each in a building only 3,200 sq. feet (297 sq. m) in size.
 
	  
   REMAIN IN MEXICO
 
   The Trump administration’s Migrant Protection Protocols, known as the Remain in Mexico policy, implemented in January 2019 forced migrants into tent encampments in Mexico while they awaited a hearing with a US immigration judge. This affected roughly seventy thousand asylum seeking migrants from Central and South America. The conditions in these centers were unsanitary and unsafe, and they made it difficult for immigrants to meet the attorneys representing their asylum cases. In 2021, a federal judge blocked President Biden’s attempt to end the initiative. But in the summer of 2022, the Supreme Court sided with the Biden administration and the policy was discontinued.
 
   The Wall
 
   The political border between the United States and Mexico was established after the Mexican-American War with the signing of the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo in 1848. The border stretches almost 2,000 miles (3,219 km), from the Pacific Ocean to the Gulf of Mexico. Much of this distance is covered by a natural barrier between the two countries, the Rio Grande.
 
   In 1911 a fence was built along the border between California and Mexico to prevent cattle from crossing from one country to the other. Also in the early 1900s, both countries built fences to manage immigration and trade. As anti-immigrant sentiment increased in the 1930s and 1940s, the United States built more physical barriers to keep people of Mexican descent from entering the country. Many migrants found ways around these barriers. This often meant crossing difficult or dangerous landscapes, such as scorching hot deserts.
 
   The construction of border fences increased in the 1990s and the first decade of the 2000s. Under President Bill Clinton, the United States constructed a 14-mile (23 km) wall along the Mexican border between the community of Otay Mesa and the city of San Diego in California. As anti-immigration sentiments continued in the early 2000s, President George W. Bush passed the Secure Fence Act of 2006. This authorized the funding of 700 miles (1,127 km) of additional fencing along the southern border. Bush said that the act was intended to “make [US] borders more secure.” But although fences have been shown to decrease unauthorized border crossings at specific points, experts have argued that they merely force determined migrants to cross in other areas.
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   In 2017, the Trump Administration signed Executive Order 13767, ordering the Federal Government to direct federal funding toward a wall along the southern border. However, construction was halted in 2018 due to a partial government shutdown.
 
	  
   Perhaps nothing epitomized the immigration policies of Donald Trump more than his call for a physical wall along the full Mexican-US border. During the campaign and throughout his presidency, Trump said he would stop illegal immigration and called for building a wall, which he promised Mexico would pay for. Trump called for a larger wall that would stretch the length of the border, but both Mexico and the US Congress were unwilling to pay for it.
 
   Critics said that a wall would be extremely expensive to build and would be ineffective at keeping people out, noting that almost all walls can be climbed and scaled. To build a full wall, the government would have had to purchase privately owned land, which would have been extremely expensive as well as time-consuming. Critics also said that a wall would cause damage to the environment by restricting the natural flow of water and animals. When it rains, water that does not soak into the ground needs to flow to rivers and other bodies of water. A wall would block this flow and create pools of standing water. Also, animals do not recognize borders. They are accustomed to roaming freely to mate, find food, and migrate during different seasons. A wall would interfere with these natural processes, leading to declining animal populations. Further, existing border walls are already equipped with motion detectors, underground sensors, and video cameras to help Border Patrol agents apprehend illegal crossers. Some suggested that instead of building a physical wall as Trump desired, the United States should simply use more of this technology, which is less damaging to the environment and is cheaper.
 
   Trump persisted in his quest for a wall and secured $3.6 billion by using money previously allocated for national emergencies. By the end of 2020, 423 miles (681 km) of new fencing and barriers had been built, but US Customs and Border Protection confirmed that almost all of this construction was a replacement for old or deteriorating existing barriers. Biden, once in office, paused the construction of additional barriers but did approve closing gaps in the existing wall along the Arizona border in 2022.
 
   COVID-19
 
   Starting in late 2019, the disease COVID-19 began to spread around the globe. As countries around the world tried to slow its spread, the Trump administration seized the opportunity to attack immigrants once more. Citing the pandemic, Trump closed the southern border by forcing the Center for Disease Control (CDC) to invoke Title 42. This law allows the government to shut down borders to prevent the spread of disease. It overrides normal protections and procedures for immigrants at the border, including unaccompanied minors and asylum seekers. It allows the government to immediately expel would-be immigrants rather than holding them in detention centers or processing centers. The CDC initially refused to issue the emergency rule, as “there was no valid public health reason,” but the agency eventually bowed to White House pressure. Critics of the move noted that businesspeople, tourists, and legal immigrants were still allowed to cross the border, so the move was clearly designed to keep undocumented immigrants out rather than to protect public health.
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   The COVID-19 Hate Crimes Act was passed in 2021 as a response to the rise in anti-Asian violence. Representative Judy Chu spoke about the bill and the effect of hate crimes on the Asian American community.
 
   Anti-immigrant forces took advantage of the COVID-19 pandemic in other ways. The virus had emerged in Wuhan, China, so some Americans blamed China for the pandemic. In the United States, hostility against all people of Asian descent—whether they traced their heritage to China or another Asian nation—began to soar. In 2020, hate crimes against Asian Americans rose 149 percent. In Cleveland, Ohio, Thai American Kiwi Wongpeng was stopped at a traffic light when a man pulled up next to her and shouted, “Get out of my country—that’s an order! I’ll kill you.” 
 
   Such hatred and hostility was stoked by Trump, who frequently called COVID-19 the “China virus” and the “Kung-flu,” insensitive terms that laid the blame for the virus on all people of Asian descent. Others called Asian Americans diseased, an old insult thrown at immigrants more than 150 years ago.
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   Chapter 6 
De­bunking Myths about Immi­grants
 
	  
   Immigration is an issue that stirs emotions and political passions. Some choose to see themselves or their family histories in immigrants—another generation of newcomers pursuing the American dream. Others may see immigrants as outsiders and the cause of societal changes. As we’ve seen throughout history, when people do not have accurate information and facts, it is much easier for rumors, misconceptions, and misinformation to fill the void. Because immigration involves real human beings, it is important to dispel the myths that have developed around immigration. Misinformation can easily lead to suspicion and prejudice, which can be manipulated to encourage people to violence. Examples of this are the hate crimes against the Asian community in response to the COVID-19 pandemic or the January 6, 2021, attack on the US Capitol. By examining the truth or inaccuracy of these myths, we can better inform ourselves about what immigration is, what it isn’t, and what we should do about it.
 
   Myth 1: Immigrants don’t learn English.
 
   Truth: Immigrants do learn English; some more quickly than others.
 
   The idea that immigrants don’t learn English has been a common critique since Benjamin Franklin complained about German immigrants in the 1750s. There have even been nativist movements to make English the official language of the country, although such efforts have not led to any policy changes. As the world becomes more interconnected, many people argue that making America “English only” would drive away tourism, hurt immigrant communities, and negatively affect the economy.
 
   When non-English–speaking immigrants come to the US, they often lean on others to help them understand what English speakers are saying, but the majority do eventually learn at least conversational English. According to a 2012 study, immigrants are learning English faster than previous generations and 66 percent of immigrants who speak a foreign language at home can speak English “very well” or “well.” In many parts of the country, the demand for English-as-a-second-language classes are outpacing their availability. This shows an eagerness among non-English–speaking immigrants to learn the language. 
 
   But the most significant factor that determines whether an immigrant is able to learn English is age. Young people, in general, learn new languages more quickly than older adults. When it comes to the children of immigrants, nearly all of them speak fluent English because they have grown up surrounded by it in school, media, and entertainment.
 
  
	  
	 Immigrant share of U.S. population nears historic high
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   According to several years of census data from 1980 to 2018, consistently over 45 percent of foreign-born Americans are proficient in English.
 
	  
   Myth 2: Immigrants steal jobs from citizens.
 
   Truth: Immigrants do jobs many citizens are unwilling or, in some cases, unqualified to do.
 
   This complex issue has been a driver of anti-immigrant sentiment since the early waves of the 1800s. Despite the hostility immigrants sometimes face, they find work in the United States because there is a demand for it. Many industries throughout history would not have existed or succeeded without immigrant labor. Such industries include the early railroads, factories, construction, agriculture, domestic services, and more.
 
   Immigrant workers usually do not compete with American workers as much as they tend to compete with other immigrants. The oft-used phrase is that “immigrants do the jobs citizens won’t do.” Undocumented immigrants often fill jobs for which there are simply not enough available workers in the US. For example, in construction, the demand for home building has recently outpaced the number of people working in construction. This causes companies to seek labor from outside the United States. This is also true in farming and agriculture. Immigrants have historically filled that void, and they continue to do so.
 
   Further, workers to fill low-skilled jobs are not the only employees in demand. Many companies in technology and engineering industries say they can’t find enough citizens who are qualified for some highly skilled jobs. These companies have turned primarily to Indian and Chinese immigrants, whose home countries emphasize math and science, to fill the demand. Companies often sponsor their entry into the country by applying for special green cards. Although there are limits on these high-skilled worker visas, many companies are pushing the government to raise the per-country limit to meet this demand.
 
   Myth 3: Immigrants don’t pay taxes.
 
   Truth: Legal and undocumented immigrants pay taxes.
 
   Anyone living and working in the United States pays taxes. A sales tax is added on purchases of many goods, and because immigrants buy goods, they pay this tax. Even apartment renters indirectly pay property taxes because building owners usually factor these taxes into rental rates. Collectively, immigrants earned an estimated $1.5 trillion in total income and paid $405 billion in federal, state, and local taxes in 2017.
 
   Undocumented immigrants also contribute to the nation’s Social Security fund, which benefits all citizens. Social Security is a federal program that uses taxes paid into a fund to give benefits to retired or disabled people or survivors who qualify. Although they are not eligible to receive these benefits because undocumented immigrants don’t have Social Security numbers (SSN), a large number still pay into the program through the payroll tax. Payroll tax is taken out of most paychecks and is the main source of funds for Social Security. According to estimates, undocumented immigrants added $13 billion to Social Security funds and $3 billion to Medicare, a government health insurance program, in 2016 alone. The Social Security Administration’s own chief actuary reported three years earlier that undocumented immigrants contributed $12 billion.
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   President Roosevelt signed the Social Security Act on August 14, 1935. This act created the Social Security program and provided insurance against unemployment.
 
   When undocumented workers apply for a job, they will often use a fake SSN or someone else’s SSN. Some states require employers to check the SSN with a federal database called E-Verify, but most do not. When a worker is paid, the payroll tax is deducted, regardless of citizenship status. Other undocumented workers who are self-employed will often still file taxes with the government using an Individual Taxpayer Identification Number issued by the government. They do this so they will be in good standing with the government if they apply for legal residency someday. This allows them to prove how long they have been in the US and show they are of “good moral character,” which can help their case for citizenship.
 
   Myth 4: Immigrants are a burden on government services and benefits.
 
   Truth: Immigrants pay more into service and benefits than they receive.
 
   Immigrants mainly come to the United States to work or to reunite with family, not to live off government services. Almost all government assistance programs demand proof of legal immigration status. As of 1996, federal law prohibits immigrants from receiving most benefits until they have been in the country for at least five years. Undocumented immigrants are not eligible to receive public assistance like welfare, food stamps, or Medicaid (government-subsidized health insurance for low-income individuals).
 
   For basic humanitarian reasons, the government does allow undocumented immigrants access to schooling and emergency medical care. As the US Chamber of Commerce says, “Economists view expenditures on health care and education for children as investments that pay off later, when those children become workers and taxpayers.” As explained earlier, undocumented immigrants pay taxes and help fund these programs despite the possibility of never being able to use them. A 2018 study concluded that natural-born citizens use 27 percent more benefits compared to eligible immigrants of similar incomes and ages.
 
   Myth 5: Immigrants bring crime to communities.
 
   Truth: Immigrants are far less likely to commit crimes than citizens.
 
   This myth has been a rallying cry of anti-immigrant movements since before the first large wave of German and Irish immigrants came to the United States. It has also been perpetuated by politicians. Studies over the past several decades concluded that the rate of crime, especially serious crime, is lower among immigrants than it is for natural-born Americans regardless of immigration status, country of origin, or completed education. Incarceration rates are much lower for immigrants than citizens. There is a negative correlation between immigration and crime rates—as immigration rates go up, crime rates go down. From 1990 to 2013, immigration rates tripled, but violent crime declined 48 percent.
 
   While that is a national statistic, this trend continues locally. Crime rates are lower in states with larger populations of undocumented immigrants than states with smaller undocumented populations. For example, El Paso, Texas, a city with one of the highest shares of immigrants in the country, is consistently named one of the safest cities to live in.
 
   Why do immigrants commit fewer crimes than natural-born Americans? Some experts theorize that because immigrants have made a dramatic and emotional decision to uproot their lives, they are more cautious about behavior that would put them in jeopardy, such as committing a serious crime. Others theorize that because immigrant communities tend to revitalize lower-income neighborhoods with economic growth, crime rates go down as the poverty rates go down.
 
   Myth 6: Terrorists infiltrate the country by crossing the southern border.
 
   Truth: Terrorists GENERALLY do not enter the country through Mexico.
 
   After September 11, 2001, when terrorists attacked the US, Congress passed the Patriot Act. Although it was not an immigration law, in an effort to secure the nation, the Department of Homeland Security was given authority to track down undocumented immigrants with terrorist ties, check the criminal history of visa applicants, and hold those accused of having terrorist ties indefinitely with no access to an attorney. Despite the fact that most of the 9/11 hijackers were in the country on legal visas and did not cross the southern border, the myth that violent terrorists cross the southern border has persisted. The Department of Homeland Security has recently noted that this belief is unsupported by credible intelligence or facts on the ground. The US Department of State’s Bureau of Counterterrorism also reported that there is “no evidence that any terrorist group has targeted U.S. citizens in Mexican territory, and no credible information that any member of a terrorist group has traveled through Mexico to gain access to the United States.”
 
   In recent years, top law enforcement officials have noted that the United States’ current biggest terrorism threat is domestic terrorism, or attacks committed by US citizens on American soil. In a Senate Judiciary Committee hearing in 2021, the FBI director warned that agents had opened two thousand domestic terrorism inquiries in recent years. He said that the problem of racially motivated extremists was “metastasizing across the country,” and that the number of white supremacists arrested in the United States in 2020 had tripled from three years earlier.
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   Border Patrol agents apprehend migrants who have crossed the US-Mexico border without legal documentation. These people are often placed in crowded detention facilities until their cases are heard in court.
 
   The Psychology of Immigration
 
   Why do so many readily believe myths about immigration? While the words and actions of some opponents of immigration can be called xenophobic, racist, and discriminatory, and can even turn into hate crimes, not all opponents of immigration fit into these categories. Not all people who oppose immigration are bigots or racists. Some have legitimate concerns about immigration, especially illegal immigration, and its effects on the country. These people argue that the nation has a right to control its border and that the United States is a nation of laws. They argue that if immigration laws are allowed to be broken, then other laws might be broken as well. These are sensible concerns, and this is why immigration is such a complex issue.
 
   Many people have displayed anti-immigrant hostility. Are all of these people bad? Or is there something deeper? Immigration is a deeply emotional issue, and some psychologists believe anti-immigration movements can be examined through the lens of metathesiophobia, or fear of change. Change can be frightening and can cause anxiety. When people see their community and reality changing, the natural instinct for some is to oppose that change. But the reality is, the United States has always been changing and will continue changing as new people, cultures, religions, languages, and identities are brought together. Such is the history of all countries, and as we become more interconnected through social media discomfort with change will likely increase for some.
 
   Psychology also teaches us that it is a built-in tendency to be distrustful of the “other,” or the “them” as opposed to the “us.” It is widely believed that in prehistoric times, this suspicion of others helped keep us alive. In the modern era, this instinct can push us into bigotry and discrimination. Human psychology and our natural instincts are extremely influential over the actions of people. If we see a puppy, we want to pet it, and when a stranger walks toward us on a dark street, we often want to flee or fight them. When an immigrant comes to town, we may feel that same reaction, especially if they look different from us. Unless we are careful, our brains are often quick to label these people as “outsiders.”
 
   When we fear outsiders, our brains often exaggerate their threat. One study by two New York University psychologists in 2012 showed how our brains can do this. In their experiment, people who expressed negative feelings about Mexican immigrants believed Mexico City to be many hundreds of miles closer to New York than people who didn’t harbor those same negative feelings. Interestingly, newer studies showed that if people believed there was a secure border wall, the exaggerated threat effect disappeared.
 
   Because our brains are hardwired to be on the lookout for threats to our survival, stories and anecdotes about immigrants can be very powerful, whether they’re true or not. As Mina Cikara, a Harvard psychologist, explains, “Once you can get that one story out there, it’s enough to start the cycle of people thinking this way and changing how people think about these out-groups. People are very sensitive to anecdotes, more than they are to abstract representations of data.” Stories and “things you’ve heard from someone” can be more powerful because they activate our emotions much more easily than data and facts.
 
   The persuasiveness of fear and emotion in human psychology has been exploited by people, especially politicians, for a long time. If a politician can point to an outsider and say “this person is the problem,” they can more easily control people’s emotions and influence their decisions and voting habits. Some politicians understand this, and they use this psychological effect to consolidate power, usually for their own personal gain.
 
   Fear is a powerful emotion, but people can be taught to transform their fears into more positive emotions. If emotional anecdotes can be used to create fear, then they can also be used to change minds. Called the identifiable victim effect, this method of changing minds uses images and stories of individuals to create empathy.
 
   As you learn more about a person, you’re more likely to empathize with them rather than viewing them as a threat. This was recently seen in America’s legalization of gay marriage. In many states, people who changed their attitudes about gay marriage attributed their changed minds to learning that someone they already knew was gay, or to conversations they had with neighbors who knocked on their doors to talk about the issue. This suggests that the more we get to know others, the more we may learn to accept and understand one another.
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   Chapter 7 
The Power of a Diverse Nation
 
	  
   The United States has benefited enormously from immigration. It has been called a shining city on a hill, a beacon of hope, and a melting pot, and each generation of immigrants that come to its shores helps keep the country vibrant, innovative, and strong. This nation would not be what it is without immigrants, and that’s why they are often called “the hands that built America.”
 
   As author and historian Chuck Wills said,
 
   A very incomplete inventory of those building hands would include the Irish and Chinese who laid the railroad tracks that knitted the country together . . . the Poles and Finns and Welsh who forged the steel to make those rails, and who mined the coal to power the trains that ran along them . . . the Germans and Scandinavians and Russians who raised the wheat and meat to feed those miners and factory workers, and who turned the western Plains into the world’s breadbasket . . . the African slaves and their descendants who cropped cotton in the scorching fields of the South . . . the French-Canadians and Armenians who spun that cotton into thread in the mills of New England . . . and the Jews and Italians and Puerto Ricans who wove that thread into clothing in the sweltering sweatshops of New York City.
 
   The American economy has been strong since the beginning of its industrialization in the 1800s when machine-assisted labor replaced manual labor. America became a global powerhouse in 1916, when US output outpaced the entire British Empire for the first time in history. Immigrants helped fuel this explosion in growth as continuous waves of migration provided both cheap and plentiful labor, though this labor was often exploited through US history. Economists and researchers broadly agree that immigration raises total economic output. Immigration increases the number of workers in the labor force, which enhances the economy’s ability to produce. Estimates are that immigrants contribute about $2 trillion, about 10 percent of annual gross domestic product. (GDP is the value of all goods and services bought by the final user and produced by the country.) Removal of undocumented immigrants would reduce the GDP by an estimated 2.6 percent.
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   The metaphor of a melting pot was used to promote Israel Zangwill’s play of the same name in 1916. The play depicted a Russian Jewish composer who fled to the United States after the 1903 Kishinev pogrom and writes an American symphony. President Theodore Roosevelt attended the opening on October 5, 1908.
 
   Perhaps nowhere is the innovative spirit of immigrants more on display than in business. Immigrants are twice as likely as the natural-born population to be small business owners and entrepreneurs. They also founded over 50 percent of the nation’s startup companies that are worth over $1 billion, and each of these companies employ an average of 760 people.
 
   Highly skilled immigrants are more likely to have college and advanced degrees and are more likely to work in STEM fields than natural-born Americans are, which leads to a higher rate of innovation. One way to measure innovation is through patents, or inventions. Immigrants generate more patents and are more likely to win Nobel Prizes in physics, chemistry, and medicine. Remember, Nobel Prize–winning physicist Albert Einstein was an immigrant too.
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   Albert Einstein was awarded the Nobel Prize in Physics in 1921 for his discovery of the law of the photoelectric effect. Einstein (second from the right) later attended a dinner to honor the 100th year after the birth of Alfred Nobel alongside novelist Sinclair Lewis (far left).
 
	  
	  
   Immigrants in the Military
 
   Immigrants have proudly served in the military since the founding of the nation. They have fought in all major conflicts from the American Revolution to the more recent wars in Iraq and Afghanistan. Over 500,000 foreign-born veterans live in the US, and 40,000 immigrants actively serve as of 2020. Military service is one way immigrants can earn a pathway to citizenship, and over the past century, more than 760,000 service members have naturalized this way.
 
	
	
   Diversity in Culture
 
   The rich diversity of the American population can be seen in its culture. In America a person can find food, music, clothing, and culture from every corner of the globe. 
 
   America has a vast and diverse musical landscape. Immigrants and the descendants of enslaved people are responsible for some of the most popular music in the country. Jazz, blues, gospel, Broadway show tunes, Hollywood film scores and, more recently, Latin music fill our ears with sounds that provide the soundtracks to so many lives.
 
   Food options are plentiful, diverse, and delicious. Meals and dishes from other countries have sometimes evolved and become something new, an Americanized hybrid that can even occasionally make their way back to the old country and become popular there too.
 
   In the late 1800s, southern Italians came to America and created a hybrid cuisine rich in garlic and tomatoes. Native Italians mocked it, but it caught on in the US. Italian American dishes, such as spaghetti and meatballs, are some of the most popular in the country. Italian immigrants also brought their winemaking skills, laying the foundation for California’s wine industry. Jews from Eastern Europe also brought their food traditions, selling pastrami, knishes, and bagels in delicatessens. Chinese immigrants building the railroads in the 1860s altered their traditional noodle dishes to create chow mein. Chinese American cuisine is the most popular takeout food in the US. 
 
   Irish immigrants popularized corned beef and cabbage in America. Mexican food is one of the most popular cuisines in America, and the Tex-Mex hybrid cuisine is responsible for some now-common American foods, such as nachos and fajitas. Salsa is the number one–selling condiment in the country, dethroning ketchup over a decade ago. The history of immigration can be seen in restaurants and popular food options across the United States.
  
	  

   Profile: Yo-Yo Ma
 
   If you’ve heard the beautiful tones of a cello, chances are you’ve heard them coming from cellist Yo-Yo Ma. Born in Paris to Chinese parents, Ma came to the US as a child to continue his musical studies. Known for crossing genres and cultures, he has introduced his instrument and classical music to a global audience. He has won over fifteen Grammy Awards, and he continues to push musical boundaries. In 2011, President Barack Obama awarded the Presidential Medal of Freedom to Yo-Yo Ma in recognition of the international impact of his music.
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   Next Generation
 
   As populations stagnate and shrink across the globe, the United States’ population continues to grow. For example, Japan, facing a shrinking and aging population, recently decided to loosen its strict immigration laws. Although birth rates among US-born citizens have recently started to dip, immigrants have helped keep the overall birth rate steady. Their children are part of our immigrant heritage and are often known as second-generation immigrants. They learn English from youth just like other American citizens, and they assimilate, or integrate. That does not mean they forget their heritage. Many may still honor and respect their ancestral countries or cultures by using and learning their parents’ native languages. They may also fly that country’s flag and celebrate the holidays and traditions that have helped shape who they are. Subsequent generations may continue these traditions, while also being proud Americans. This is the beauty of America.
 
   What Can You Do Now?
 
   Are you a first-generation immigrant or perhaps an eighth-generation immigrant? Maybe you’re not sure. Most people in the United States trace their roots to immigrants who made the journey here. It can be exciting to find out when your family first came to the US because it can feel a little bit like time traveling.
 
   You can become an amateur genealogist! Genealogy is the study of tracing lines of descent from ancestors. The first step to discovering more about your ancestors is to converse with your relatives. Ask about who they were, where they came from, and what happened to them. Find out if they know birth dates and birthplaces, educations, occupations, and burial locations. Write down what you learn, and record audio of the conversations. This will help you make sure you didn’t miss something, and it’ll be a nice memento later in life. Ask a parent or guardian about storing this information in an online database. Ancestry.com is a popular site for this. You can even start making a family tree, a visual representation of your line of ancestry.
 
   Check your local library or archives. Librarians and archivists will help in your hunt. Don’t forget to search online for sites, such as FamilySearch.org, Ancestry.com, and Archives.com, all of which have a wealth of information. You may find information about border crossings, passports, citizenship and naturalization records, crew lists, passenger lists, and pictures of ancestors you did not know you had.
 
   If you are adopted, some states allow you access to adoption records. Try contacting SearchAngels.org, an organization that specializes in helping people search for their biological families.
 
   Now that you know more about the history of immigration in the United States, you will likely continue to or begin to notice immigration in the news. When you’re eighteen, you can vote for candidates whose views align with how you feel about immigration, but you don’t have to wait that long. There are national organizations that you can get involved with right now, such as the National Immigration Law Center, the National Immigration Forum, or the Immigration Advocates Network. You can also search online for immigration organizations in your community. Consider volunteering or working for one. And you can always welcome new people to your community. Getting to know one another’s stories is not just a way to make someone feel welcome. It can unite us and make us feel like true neighbors.
 
   Remember that while immigration is an issue that may divide some people, it is what binds us together as a country. There will always be people seeking a better life within its borders and wanting to contribute to the success of the nation. Knowing where we came from and where our neighbors came from can unite us and help us not be afraid of one another. As you learn about your own American story, think about the stories of your friends, your neighbors, and the people in your community whom you don’t know. How can you lay out the welcome mat for them?
 
     
  
  
 
   Glossary
 
   anti-immigration: hostile to or prejudiced against immigrants
 
   anti-Muslim: hostile to or prejudiced against Muslims; related to Islamophobia, a hostility to or prejudice against Muslims, both within and outside a country’s borders. Muslims are followers of Islam, a religion founded in the seventh century CE by the prophet Muhammad.
 
   anti-Semitic: hostile to or prejudiced against Jews
 
   asylum seeker: someone who seeks refuge in a foreign country to escape homeland danger and prosecution
 
   bipartisan: marked by or involving cooperation, agreement, and compromise between two major political parties, such as the Democratic and Republican Parties
 
   civil rights movement: a social movement of the 1950s and 1960s that fought to gain equal rights for Black Americans
 
   deportation: the removal of a person from a country
 
   hate crime: a criminal offense motivated by bias or hatred against a member of a group based on that person’s race, religion, disability, sexual orientation, ethnicity, gender, or gender identity
 
   incarceration: being imprisoned or confined in a jail
 
   nationalism: a political ideology and movement with the premise that one’s own country is inherently superior to all others
 
   naturalized citizen: a person who comes to the United States from a foreign country, fulfills all the legal requirements for citizenship, and takes an oath of loyalty to the country. Naturalized citizens have the same rights and privileges as those born in the country, except the right to be president or vice president.
 
   racism: prejudice, discrimination, or hatred directed at another race, based on the belief that one’s own race is superior to all others
 
   refugee: a person who crosses international boundaries to escape homeland violence, civil war, or persecution
 
   sanctuary city: a city with formal and informal policies to help migrants. This may include limiting cooperation with federal immigration enforcement.
 
   temporary protected status: a legal designation that allows eligible people already in the United States to remain in the country for a limited time due to a natural disaster or political strife in their home country 
 
   white supremacy: a political ideology and movement that believes that white people are superior to all other races and ethnicities
 
   xenophobia: hostility, fear, or prejudice against people from other countries
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“Qur attitude towards immigration reflects our faith in
the American ideal.”

—ROBERT KENNEDY, US SENATOR

“Citizenship to me is more than a piece of paper.

hip is also about character. I am an American.
We’re just waiting for our country to recognize it.”

—JOSE ANTONIO VARGAS, JOURNALIST, DOCUMENTARIAN,
AND IMMIGRATION RIGHTS ACTIVIST

Since the founding of the Uniled Stales,
immigrants have made important contributions to the history and culture of
the country. Yet immigration has always been a topic that stirs up strong
passions. Throughout history, immigrants have faced anger, fear, and violence.
The United States houses more immigrants than any other country in the
world. Over forty million people living in the United States were born in
another country. They are doctors, technology experts, construction workers,
and teachers as well as parents, friends, and neighbors. So why do immigrants
continue to face prejudice and even violence at the hands of other Americans?
Walls and Welcome Mats: Immigration and the American Dream examines
the ways immigration has shaped America and how the backlash against
it has shaped the conversation around migrants and refugees. Author Lars
Ortiz explores the history of immigration in the United States from before the
country was born to present-day debates surrounding the southern US-Mexico
border wall. This in-depth account of American immigration reveals the faces
behind the issue, the past and present challenges faced by immigrants, and
the optimism that leads people to seek a better future in a new land.

TWENTY-FIRST CENTURY BOOKS

An imprint of Lerner Publishing Group
www.lernerbooks.com






OEBPS/image/2DH0300.jpg





OEBPS/image/GettyImages-525581778.jpg





OEBPS/image/GettyImages-541159322.jpg





OEBPS/font/TwCenMTStd-Bold.otf


OEBPS/image/Signing_Of_The_Social_Security_Act.jpg





OEBPS/image/GettyImages-97303033.jpg





OEBPS/image/Germans-emigrate-1874.jpg





OEBPS/image/Immigration_and_Nationality_Act.jpg





OEBPS/image/GettyImages-1232964483.jpg





OEBPS/image/master-pnp-pga-09200-09252u.jpg
125,

THE LADIDIER OF FORTUNIE.

Industry and Morality bring solid rewards.  Idle schemes and speculations yield poverty and ruin





OEBPS/toc.xhtml

	
Contents



  		Cover

 
  		Title Page

  
  		Dedication

  
  		Copyright Information

  
  		Table of Contents

 
  		Introduction

 
  		Chapter 1: American Story

 
  		Chapter 2: Out of Many, One

 
  		Chapter 3: Backlash: Part I

  
  		Chapter 4: Immigration in the Twenty-First Century

 
  		Chapter 5: Backlash: Part II

  
  		Chapter 6: Debunking Myths about Immigrants

 
  		Chapter 7: The Power of a Diverse Nation

 
  		Glossary

 
  		Source Notes

 
  		Selected Bibliography

 
  		Further Reading

 
  		Index

 
  		Photo Acknowledgments

 
  		Back Cover

   



	
	
		Landmarks


			
						Cover


                		Table of Contents


						Start of Content


			


	


OEBPS/image/master-pnp-ppmsca-09800-09855u.jpg





OEBPS/image/FT_19.10.07_Refugees_Shifting-origins-refugees-US-since-1975.jpg
Number of refugees admitted to the U.S., by region of origin and fiscal year

M Europe M Asia M Latin America M Africa

1975 Indochina Migration and 1989 U.S. raises 2004 50% of overall admitted
Refugee Assistance Act results in quotas on Soviet refugees in 2004 are from
increased refugees from Vietnam refugees Somalia, Cuba and Laos
(
1980 U.S. Refugee Act | 1999 US. accepts
of 1980 raises overall | refugees from

quotas for refugees Kosovo

I

200 thousand |

100

2008 Burmese and
Bhutanese are granted
refugee status

f
2017 Trump
administration
temporarily freezes

| refugee admissions

|

1975 1980 1985 1990 1995 2000 2005 2010 2015 2019





OEBPS/image/chapteropener.png





OEBPS/image/GettyImages-1074710622.jpg





OEBPS/font/TwCenMTStd-ExtraBold.otf


OEBPS/image/HRP68N.jpg





OEBPS/image/Land_Granted_by_Charter_to_the_Virginia_Company_in_1609.jpg





OEBPS/image/3827_adriana_ocampo_credit_nasa_aubrey_gemignani.jpg





OEBPS/image/G15N0T.jpg





OEBPS/font/TwCenMTStd-Medium.otf


OEBPS/font/AGaramondPro-Regular.otf


OEBPS/font/TwCenMTStd-MediumItalic.otf


OEBPS/font/TwCenMTStd-UltraBoldItalic.otf


OEBPS/font/AGaramondPro-Bold.otf


OEBPS/font/TwCenMTStd-SemiMedium.otf


OEBPS/image/GettyImages-1356781250.jpg





OEBPS/image/GettyImages-1181924333.jpg
ot
= Mls. g






OEBPS/font/BauerBodoniStd-BlackItalic.otf


OEBPS/image/Arcadia.jpg





OEBPS/image/GettyImages-1231738183.jpg
N ——
NANC \1\/*/\/\,\<






OEBPS/image/GettyImages-71621165.jpg





OEBPS/image/GettyImages-1239941798.jpg





