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Introduction: The RV Lifestyle – Can You Do It?
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Yes. That's easy to answer, but maybe not so much to understand. Maybe you know the basics. You leave X and go to Y. There's an RV of some kind that gets you there. But it's all the things that insiders know who've lived it, and are doing it well in practice that really matter.

That's what you get with this guide. The quickest, most succinct book on RV living/traveling you can get. Instead of giving you endless options of what to do, the best ones are in here and explored. We'll cover all the basics, and why certain ones might be better or worse for you.

By the end, you'll have a plan of what you will want to do, and how to do it. Because being successful with the RV lifestyle isn't hard, but it sure can be easy to mess up.

Let's make sure you don't do that, and save yourself a lot of money, time, and woes. It's a fun lifestyle with low expenses – so let's see if you want to jump into it!

Budgeting to Know What You'll Do

But no matter how you are coming into it, you will have a budget. Everyone does. Should you be one of those lucky people that has ample funds and can get anything they want and needs, congrats! Things are going to likely be a walk in a sunny park.

But if you are not fortunate, paying attention to what to do and think about before you take off is even more important. Every choice, mistake, and action you do can mean the difference between financial stability or winding up stuck. It's best to know just what you want to do right from the start. You'll soon find out that doing stuff like that while on the road, before leaving that old home base is a lot harder.

But even if you are already on the road, maybe you are a bit confused. Perhaps you made some choices that weren't great, or you need new ideas. This book will help polish things out for you, to save your time that is even more precious than maybe anyone else just starting out. Let's keep it simple by starting to figure out budget needs. Do these things:

•Find Your Yearly Budget

•Break it Down by Month

In that, you want to figure out things like...

•Groceries

•Health Insurance

•Car Insurance

•Cell Phone

•Pet Food

And so on. You will be adjusting this later, but what you have after putting down all the things that are known, means as you go things can be changed. Maybe you will be swapping out that weekly lobster dinner for having a better data plan – but more on that later. We'll figure out all that stuff soon.

Basically, you want to put in all the things that you can't really change. Notice that gas or the RV itself isn't there? That's because you don't do that yet. But it isn't like the budget is thorough enough. You'll need to really dig down and figure out what will work for you. So let's go there, and have you really figuring out what matters.

Mapping Out Your Musts, Wants, and Wishes

We are going to take what happens next in three places. That is deciding between what is a want, must, and wish. Ideally, you need to get your musts. It makes your chances for loving the RV lifestyle a lot stronger than if not.

Wants are going to come in next, which you might find blending a bit with the musts. A lot of it depends on your specific lifestyle, but there is a chance something that you thought would be a want really is a wish.

And wishes are for when you have all the rest. I can tell you now, it is a slim chance everyone is going to get all their wishes. Unless you are very modest in your wishes and have the budget to back it up, you might not have them. At least not right from the start – but you will still be quite happy if you've gone through the other two.

Knowing the Musts

Both knowing experience and the human condition will tell you a lot about the musts. And things might get blunt. Real. So let's jump right in to figuring out just what kind of situation will fit you best.

Let's start with the most dividing thing.

Bathrooms

Didn't see that coming? Yes, not many do. But once you choose this lifestyle, you are going to be a lot less private and more public... unless you plan otherwise. Would these things really bother you?

◦Having to use a Public Shower?

◦Hearing the sounds of bathroom noises?

◦Waiting to use the Shower?

◦Finding no open Toilets?

◦Walking by yourself to a bathroom, which might be far away?

If you answered yes to any of these things, you'll need to make it a big priority to find two things on your RV:

1.Shower and Toilet

2.Large Grey and Black Tank

If you also don't like wiping down the shower and toilet which is together – also known as a wet bath – then you'll want a separate showering area. It might be not connected to the toilet at all, or a stall in the bathroom. A gray tank is going to hold the shower water, and kitchen water, with the black tank just for what comes out of the toilet.

The caveat to this is if you choose to get a composting toilet, which does NOT smell, and is very well loved for its low maintenance cost. Check out the Nature's Head Toilet (http://natureshead.net/) to see what it can do – or other models from researching ones with similar good reviews.

This is still the leading model, which while not cheap, can pay for itself if you think of the time spent going to a dumping station to pull out your rig and empty it or have a company come 'pump' out the tank from your RV. It's a great choice, especially if you want the option of going off grid or being off of sewer connections.

Bedroom

A lot of this is going to depend on how many people are sleeping in this RV, and how much work you can handle for the bed routine. Let's figure out what kind of person you are when it comes time to roll out of bed and into the rest of the RV.

•Do you like making your bed in the morning?

•Are you okay with small sleeping spaces?

•Is it okay if guests sit on your bed?

If you said nada to any of those questions, that means you are going to need to be careful with floor plans. The smaller trailer options will give you lightweights and good gas towing, but often end up having plans that features a converting bed into the seating area. So looking into trailers that might fit your needs, budget, and good layout should come as a huge importance.

The whole make-your-bed-and-make-it-into-a-couch-and-repeat everyday will wear on people, so think long and hard if this sounds annoying or even physically challenging for you. Gets trickier if you have another person sleeping near you – who might sleep in. That breakfast might always be taken in bed!

RV Insurance and Roadside Assistance

Partly you'll get in depth with this when it comes to thinking about disasters and accidents. Most often, places will require to know you have RV insurance. The process of it isn't too hard. You will end up calling whoever covers your car insurance, and doing an upgrade. You'll likely need to provide a proof of purchase cost of value, sometimes by taking photographs if needed. It isn't too hard of a process, even for older or refurbished RVs.

Once that is done, it comes down to knowing about roadside assistance. When you get on the road, things might happen. And towing a car is expensive. If it ends up being a car and an RV? It could end up really putting a snag in the plans.

The two most used ones are:

AAA: The classic of roadside assistance, AAA can be one of the best options if you already have it and simply want to provide an upgrade on the insurance you already have. You can see details of what they offer for a variety of rigs (http://autoclubsouth.aaa.com/Membership/PlusPremierRV.aspx)

Good Sam Club Services: Offering warranties, roadside assistance and insurance plans, becoming a member and getting all the other benefits to Good Sam Club is something to truly consider. While there are plenty of clubs and offerings to choose from, this one is one of the most old and long known (http://www.goodsamclub.com/services/)

I say this is under must, because you don't want to head out into the world without some preparation. It is so important to have a plan in case you end up breaking down somewhere. And it is a rare bird that doesn't end up having either car or RV trouble if they end up doing this for some time. Eventually, you will have trouble. Get the best coverage you can, and save yourself as much grief as you can when it does happen. Okay, so enough about the things that are the most important. Let's get onto things that become a little more fun to ponder.

The Wants

Aside from bathrooms and bedrooms, the rest is really up to you. Going through your lifestyle, think of what really matters to you. If you like to entertain, think of what kind of layout might be best. Do you really want to have large windows, or a full size fridge? Maybe you want to cook just like you are still at home.

While these might bleed over to musts, a lot of people can adjust their lifestyle with these things and make it work. You'll find counter space with that sink cover, or maybe get a portable porch and screen for outside hanging out time with friends and family. We are very adaptable creatures. But don't scrape everything you love.

You'll still be you on the road, just maybe with a good sunset view sometimes near a beach instead of the neighbor's fence.

The Wishes

Think you want a full solar set-up with propane installed, along with the full size fridge, bathroom, bedroom, slide-outs, fireplace, wrap around windows, jacuzzi tab, and walk in closet? Hmm. Yes, I'm sure we all want some of those things.

Do you also want to travel to great places, keep a tight budget, and not spend too much on an RV? Unless a fairy godmother is ready to whip out a spell for you, it's time to think carefully. Don't sacrifice your budget and security, for something that isn't a must or even a want.

But if you can make it work, by all means sip that red wine in the roof mounted hot tub with tiki torches – and maybe share the secrets of how you did it!
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Chapter 1: Money Matters for Saving and Not Spending
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There are many ways to control your budget. Besides having things clearly written down that you must have, you will know many things. One of them is that when you are downsizing, is there a certain amount that you can set aside for your RV rig?

More than anything else, this is what ends up breaking or saving the bank. Buying used is often wise, be it from someone personal like Craigslist (https://www.craigslist.org/about/sites) or a dealership – like the one at Camping World (http://www.campingworld.com/) who also end up servicing and offering discounts for work needing to be done.

Next is knowing just which kinds of RV is the best to pick from, and why you might want to avoid some like a skunk.

Exercise 1) Write out the Musts, Wants, and Wishes

Create a list of each category, and give yourself a few to think about this. Practice working in smaller spaces, and write down which ones really frustrated you. Also, jot down which ones really made you happy to keep. Compare these with the budget that you've made, and figure out what is realistic. Keep this list, as you will keep altering it as you go!

Housing – Campers, Fifth Wheels, Travel Trailers, and More – Oh My!

So there are a lot of different kinds of ways to RV. Since a lot of this is going to depend on what you want to do and how you like to live, it really is apples vs. oranges. While there are some things that are the same – like living smaller, being mobile, and saving money to see the country or even the world – there are many differences.

First, we need to discuss budget in a broad sense. If you want to save money for a well-functioning RV that has less risk for many reasons, you are going to end up choosing an RV without an engine. So that's the fast answer.

Remember this: things with less parts, means less going wrong

Does that mean you should choose that straight off? Nope. It could be a lot more of a hassle to have something too simple. One easy thing to know is that the bigger you go, the more it will cost.

Gas towing more weight is higher – at least in general. Also, the places you can camp become less the larger a rig you have. Many find that something less than 30' feet is ideal – it will let you in many kinds of sites and give enough space.

But some go larger, between 30-45' for room, more similar to a house for a comfortable feel and ability to have guests over. Think back to your list of musts and wants to really know which way to go. To understand this more, we need to dive into the why and why nots of RV rigs and which one will be right for you.  

RVs with Engines – Why and Why Not

These are going to be motorhomes. Things get more particular, but think of you driving around your house, with a car being towed in the back. There are three types, each with their own nuances. We're going to keep the many differences simple, and divide them into the three classic classes of A, B, and C.

Often resembling a bus, this type of motorhome often has slide-outs and is one of the largest types of living areas you can get. They can be diesel or gas, and often automatic.

Class A will be often sleek in body, with the engine up front with no overhang above it.

Class B is often a van style motorhome, much smaller, and might be a conversion. These do not tend to tow cars, but are used for both home and car for getting around.

Class C is much like a class A and B, but has a truck engine, with an overhang that tends to be a sleeping loft over the driving area.

Conversions: Can be cool, done on anything from a school bus to a Ford van. But a word of caution! Some parks and memberships do not allow conversions at all, so know options might be more limited.

Also on older models, some parks might also ban them – sometimes nothing older than ten years is allowed for reasons of safety. But this tends to be more rare than common – should you have a specific plan you want, check things out before deciding on a certain model or year. That might also change your price and skew your budget a bit.

Ranging from less than 20' to more than 50' – there really is no limit on price or type of motorhome. Should you go big, know that finding good spaces becomes more difficult should you want to do a lot of traveling in different campsites and like many choices.

The other thing to consider is cost. These are going to often be the most expensive. While you can get a used one, anything in good condition with the motor is going to generally run upwards of $40,000 – and that's often a good deal. While this can vary, it is wise to make sure your motor is in good condition.

If it goes out, you are out of a home or it's a shop somewhere with a costly repair.

To sum it up:

Advantages

•High Square Feet

•Largest Holding Tanks

•Road Sight (especially if rear cameras are installed)

•Fast Setup

•Full Bathroom and Bedrooms

•Access from Living Area to Driving Area

Disadvantages

•Higher Cost – Used $40,000+

•Mechanical Repairs Harder

•Fewer Camping Sites (Depending on Size)

•Must Tow Car – Making Rig Longer on Freeways

2.RVs without Engines – Why and Why Not

This is where things get more diverse. You will find all types of people and sorts of RV with travel trailers, as it makes for an easier point of entry and type of living the person wants to have. For the most part, a travel trailer is wise for being able to have not as many repairs. One thing to watch out for are travel trailers with more than two tires, so if a blowout happens it stays somehow in control.

Go ahead and Google “Travel Trailer” blowout if you are really curious. But seasoned people on the road tend to think of two wheels being best for those not traveling full-time, or guiding a small trailer with a much more souped up vehicle.

Now that you are keen on them, let's break down each type and who it is best suited for:

Travel Trailer: Often the most common along with a motorhome for an all season RV, the travel trailer can be tiny and towed with a beefy car or sometimes needs a one ton truck. They have no engine, and sometimes do have slide-outs.

Fifth Wheel: A travel trailer, but one that hitches on the back of a pickup truck towing it. There is a distinct overhang on these trailers, which must be towed from a pickup and creates more space but with a limitation.

Pop-Up Trailer: Folded down into a slim trailer often a couple feet thick, these unfold and are often canvas sided or sometimes hard sided – the only option for year round living if in a cold climate. Smaller in space, pop-up trailers are ideal for storing in a garage, towing with a car, and are primarily used in summer.

Camper: Able to be put on the back of a pickup truck, these tend to be one of the smallest options with a bed, kitchen, and some storage. They can be unhitched from the truck at the campsite, so drivers can use the pickup truck elsewhere.

Teardrop Trailer: The tiniest of the travel trailers, some are even towed by bikes! Able to be hitched to a car, they are not often able to be stood up in with minimal space. As one of the most light and affordable options, not many choose them for their simple function of being just a sleeping unit.

To sum it up:

Advantages

•Best Gas Mileage

•Lowest Cost of Entry

•Lack of Common Repairs

•Many Options for Lifestyle

•Camping Site Choices

Disadvantages

•Harder to Drive on Roads – Some Exceptions

•Less Square Feet Inside

•Longer Setup

Exercise 2) Finding the Right RV Rig

All those advantages and disadvantages? Write down the ones that matter the most to you. What you will end up finding is which ones are the best for you. Eliminating anything is easier than having too many to pick from!
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Chapter 2: The Reality of Smaller Spaces
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There's a sort of trend that is happening in many places about living smaller. Sometimes people think of it in a way that might be one of some freedom, others a fear that they might be losing something. One of the biggest ways to make this easier is about knowing those musts you need. If a big part of your life is working out or sewing, it means knowing what RV is best for you.

So no, you don't really have to give anything up. But to make it easier, let's review a quick few things that tend to come up in an RV and creative solutions to making them work for just about anyone.

Working Out: Getting a gym membership is the easiest way to avoid the struggles of working out. It might be hard to lug around weights or have the room. Should you get a roomy floor plan, you can do a lot of exercising but there will always be some moves – like running or tennis – that won't be possible.

Crafts: Making sure you have a good size table area will be important. Also, try to look for storage cupboards so you can have enough room for extra things. Often you will find this from a good size dinette area with overhead shelving or below the seats.

Entertainment: This is where having room becomes so important. Think of convertible seating that turns into a bed, or a roomy interior. Often if you end up traveling with people in groups or making a community, you will find a good balance. That might be from having a good interior setup, and making sure that an outside area in good weather is nice with fire pits, screens for pesky bugs, and some quality extra chairs for hanging out in the great outdoors.

There are a lot of other things, but you will want to essentially do the same thing for each of them. Figure out what really matters to you, and try to make sure that you are figuring out a way to have it. One of the biggest ways people can be upset in an RV lifestyle when they retire is if they cut out something and don't replace it.

Should you love making cookies and having friends visit, not having an oven or a way to seat people around a table won't make you that happy. So make sure that you don't leave out the things that matter, but be willing to downsize things that do. Let's talk about how to do that, and why it takes some time to really think it over.


Downsizing in Less Square Feet



We like our things. They can be full of all sorts of memories. Figuratively, stuffed full of feelings. That one thing from a vacation across the world. Maybe just a pin from childhood. Perhaps a grandmother's table. The hard thing is that when you are downsizing, you have to put all those musts first. You may want to keep each and every memento. But you probably can't.

It might seem a bit hard or sad at first, but there are ways of enjoying things without having them physically there. What many people end up doing is having a mix of the following:

	Photograph objects that you love – this way you can look at them anytime

	Keep some objects that you love – keep them out to enjoy looking at them


Maybe it is a must for you to keep some other things in storage. That's okay too. Your RV should have enough storage so that you can hold onto what you need. But think carefully about what you want to lug around, and if it means getting a larger RV than what you want. There are other ways to part with what matters to you in meaningful ways.

Giving to friends and family – think of passing down heirlooms or offering things to close people who might need or appreciate what you give

Donating to those in need – this can be someone you know, or to an organization. Other ways that can be helpful are posting to the 'Free' section on Craigslist... just be safe about it and do that with a friend

Selling your things – while it might not feel as meaningful, you could end up downsizing a lot of items that need selling. Putting money into your savings and allowing yourself a buffer isn't a bad thing, especially if you offer people a good deal.


Pets, Guests, and Sharing Space



We are often creatures of habit. One of those habits, at least in most western cultures, is having space. A personal bubble, if you will. What happens in an RV lifestyle is that you end up having two things: less space and more space. That seems silly to say, but it is the truth.

There is a good chance that you are going to end up gaining a lot of outdoors. It stretches far and wide, and you will really be able to see it and live outside in new ways. Maybe you got a taste for camping and know some of what that is like. Ideally you have done some camping trips, but long term it can be different. There is a different mindset when you camp. Being crowded can be fun.

Long term, it could make you want to tear your hair out.

Let's just take a peek at some of the ways that sharing space might be a challenge.

Pets: The bigger the pet, the more space you are going to need. That means keeping those camping spots in mind, which we will cover later. Areas for beds, food bowls, or litter boxes all need to be thought of while you are figuring out your RV. There might be certain layouts that would be best for someone with a family, but are ideal for you because of that Great Dane that just needs to sprawl.

Guests: These might be children, grandchildren, friends or other relatives. Maybe they come and live with you full-time too, or just like to stop for visits. Depending on how often you think this might happen, it can be the biggest change about an RV. The different sleeping areas tend to be:

	Another Bedroom: Found in the largest RV rigs, this really adds a lot to the weight and space of things. This option is going to be mostly for those who need to sleep a number of people on a regular basis.


	Bunk Beds: Tucked on ends, corners, or other places, the bunk bed option is a good blend of having something permanent but also not taking up so much room. When not in use, they can be used for storage.


	Convertible Seating: A good idea for anyone, this often turns a dinette area into a bed for shorter term visits. The drawback is that you end up with guests often in a kitchen area and in the open, but it works great instead of nothing at all.


There are some other parts of sharing space to think about. If you are going to live with someone else, things like sharing a small bathroom or bed that might be smaller than what you are used to could happen. It isn't a bad idea to practice what it is like in a smaller space, alone or not.

Cooking: Most of the time there might not be a kitchen island. Often there can be ovens, but not usually in the smallest rigs. Think of using a convection oven. Tape off counters and use similar dimensions to what you are considering in the RV. It can help you know what features and things you need, or how to get by with a little less.

Bathroom: This is a little harder to alter, but consider yourself and what you like. Some RV setups have nothing more than a wet bath that is very small. Others, bathrooms that have full closets with mirrors and shower stalls similar to what is in a guest bath.

Bedroom: The sleeping situation may or may not be hard. For those liking huge beds and ample space to get around, even the biggest RV setups will be small. Try to find something that is going to let you be comfortable, but also go see what the setup is like and if you can handle it daily.

Exercise 3) Downsizing

Create a list of each category, and give yourself a few to think about this. Practice working in smaller spaces, and write down which ones really frustrated you. Also, jot down which ones really made you happy to keep.

How to do this is a little method called keep, donate, and sell. It's really simple. You are going to create three different piles. First make it easy, and put anything you know right away you want to sell or donate. If it doesn't fit into those places and you are debating where to put it, let it sit for a minute.

Doing this exercise as far ahead as possible is going to make a lot of sense. You can then know what size of an RV you will want to get. This is important for a few reasons. One of them is that there is an emotional process of doing this. The life you had will be gone, for a period of time. And with that are a lot of emotions and feelings, decades of memories potentially to sort through.

It's good to do a lot of this as early as possible, so that you can ease into things with less stress. It's going to be a lot of change, and even the most adaptable of people when packing up one life and starting one mysterious and exciting, will benefit.

Once it is done, you will see all the extra room in your room and items that are left. And those ones are going to be snug next to you. Along with other people or pets. And that is when downsizing and learning to live in the RV gets really interesting – and sometimes a little more challenging.
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Chapter 3: Camping – Where to Go and When to Get There
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There are a lot of ways to live this lifestyle. One of the biggest things that those who retire want is to live somewhere that works for them. Many know that means being what is called a snow bird. Like the flocks of the north, snow birds are folks who travel south for the winter, and go back north often in the summer.

It means hardly ever being too cold – but you can find yourself too warm. Making sure you have an air-conditioner, for instance, is vital should you end up wanting to go to warm places. As the weather changes and becomes more unpredictable, making sure you also have a rig with good heating options like gas and propane matter too – but more on those nuts and bolts later.

For now, it’s a good idea to start thinking over what you really want.

Is it sightseeing an adventuring?

Do you never want to feel a cold winter again?

Are you seeking community and traveling with a group?

Could you leave all your known friends for months?

Would you like to travel outside the country?

Try to come up with a list of lots of other questions and answers for yourself. When you know the goals and ideas you have for why you started out this adventure, you can make the best choices for what works for yourself.

Public Parks and Going Off Grid

Hopefully you've got some ideas ruminating about what you want to do. Next is diving into where you will be staying while you go. There are drawbacks and benefits to each place you go, and in time you might end up at a mix of all of them. First, let's go over what is open to anyone and allows you to potentially have the greatest amount of freedom to go nearly anywhere ever you want.

Public Parks: These might be some of the first places that you ever went camping growing up. You are going to think of scenic things like National Parks. They tend to be somewhat expensive, and can vary on the kinds of facilities they have. Some will be day use only, and others booked overnight. You'll want to check by visiting the National Park Service (https://www.nps.gov/index.htm)

Going Off Grid: Being Off Grid is without any kind of hookup. It's also commonly called boondocking or dry camping. That doesn't mean you can't have any type of power in your RV. With a generator or battery bank, you can have anything from basic lights to everything nearly the same.

How often you can go off grid and to what level without being bothered really depends on your setup. More than anything, you should invest in getting off grid. Besides all the safety features of an RV, like a good axle and more than two tires, it means security.

The lights go out. You somehow end up in a spot with no hookups (that means electricity and/or sewer). Maybe you find a great campground, but it is meant for those who have the off grid setup. All of this is common, and to really have the most options, both beautiful and practical, you need a few things.

One of them is having a battery bank. Those will allow lights to power, and the entire setup is affordable. That is, however, unless the RV you get doesn't already have some. Many do. Getting a system installed or upgraded is not too expensive – think $300 or less.

The other things that is a must if you want that fridge to keep running is a generator. There are both battery powered generators and solar setups – like the innovative offering from Goal Zero (http://www.goalzero.com/). Ideal for sunlight or wall charging when the sun isn't out for too long, this kind of generator is silent and eco-friendly.

For those who need something that can be ideal for in bad weather, getting a gas powered generator makes a lot of sense. There are many, but one of the most popular is the Honda generator line (http://powerequipment.honda.com/generators) – you can try to get them on sale and knock off a few hundred dollars from the price tag. While there are others, these tend to be the most popular and known to be dependable.

Do some research, and figure out what is on the RV your checking out and what needs to be added. Really, it's a great idea to be as off grid ready as you can be. But maybe even if you choose to be fully emergency ready, perhaps you are thinking you want things that are more stable.

A little more secure or not so random?

That is when you really should consider some of the other options when it comes to retiring into somewhere – let's see what those might be.

Private Memberships and Parks

Private Memberships don't require polo shirts or fancy things. Think about a traveling pack of people that all pay in for a membership. It means that for your money, you end up getting a really affordable choice if you do this full-time. The choices you get are from private memberships and parks.

It doesn't mean you can't move around – so don't worry about feeling stuck anywhere! Each one of these is going to have differences, benefits, and reasons they might be right for you. Let's dig into what some of the private memberships that are popular, and go over what they are about.

Thousand Trails: One of the largest memberships, this reaches across the country. There are dozens of locations, and at the top levels of membership you can stay for either 21 days per location, never leaving the system – or even get an annual that you can stay at for part of the year and never move. Each park will have its own rules, and membership costs vary. But if used often this is very affordable. Before you join, you can stay at parks at a retail price if you want to get a taste for things (https://www.thousandtrails.com/membership-info)

Xcapers: A branch of Escapees, Xcapers provides services, discounts, parks, mail services, and other benefits. They even have medical at their Texas location – so if you like spending time around the south don't overlook this! As one of the most community focused RV memberships, should you want to build up relationships and be connected to others, this is a good place to start. While there is information on the website, calling will give you the most information (https://xscapers.com/)

National Park Services Passes: Want to go into all those beautiful parks on your travels? Those over 62 for only $10 get half off any camping. But even if you are not quite there yet, there are other passes with discounts too, like disability and active military. Should you have the option of taking this, it is a really great idea to go through the application process – you never know when you might want it (https://www.nps.gov/planyourvisit/passes.htm)

Passport America: Want a little of everything without a huge commitment? Passport America might be a good way to jump in and test the waters. Offering a lot of benefits that come with AAA, National Park, and Good Sam Club discounts. Offering half off, the campgrounds vary all over the country and can really be a wise choice if you want to explore – there's even some in Mexico and Canada! (http://www.passportamerica.com/)

There are a lot of other options for traveling too, but these tend to be the most popular for those wanting a blend of having access to services. Make sure to always check over reviews, and weigh out the pros and cons of each of these memberships. It is likely you will end up choosing one of them, even if you do end up wanting more of a home base.

Oh, did you think you couldn't have that? You can.

It doesn't mean just traveling near an area, but often some people will actually choose to spend a lot of their time at an RV park. Could that be the right fit for you too?

Private Parks

Is the hardest part about the RV lifestyle thinking about leaving home? Maybe becoming a tumbleweed person who drifts around where the wind blows is a little off putting. It might even make you consider not doing this at all. Well, good news is that there is an extra option – or maybe even a first – for you.

And no, it isn't crazy expensive when you think about mortgage payments – it looks like a downright good deal.

Private parks are locations where you can have your RV year round, whether or not you choose to have it there or be there yourself. It means knowing you have this spot in this place. Sounds pretty cozy right?

When I say private it sounds a little snooty. It doesn't have to be, granted there are probably plenty of places that are choosy with people. We aren't really going to get into those too much. We want to look at parks that are well known for offering good services, access to amenities, and are inclusive of all different types of RV setups.

Escapees Rainbow Parks: Want a location that you can be at year round? These are an excellent way to do that, granted they only have so many locations. How they work is the way you will find some other RV parks - what is different about these spots is that you are deed and can sell the lot at a market price when you are done.

There are going to be other fees too, but if you are already going to be joining Escapees as either a member of their legal residence registration or park discounts across the country, you might just find this a good blend of access to good amenities, known neighbors, and still have the freedom for trips when the mood strikes (https://escapees.com/support/parking/rainbow-parks)

Thousand Trails Annuals: These are almost not known unless you are an insider. How the annual locations work at Thousand Trails is that for a certain number of days per year, you can be at your park site. Some states vary on law, but it is generally at least half the year.

What that means is always having a location, and not needing to ever tow your RV unless you want to do it. People often decorate, have sheds, and even gardens to really be a blend of almost living at a tiny home location. You will need to become a thousand trails member, which is a low fee each month and each location varies on annual pricing. Check out locations as a day guest or retail guest overnight to see which ones are best for you ((https://www.thousandtrails.com/membership-info)

Those are not the only two private parks! But if you have a certain location in mind, it's time to do some digging. Try typing in RV park within the area that you want to have as a home base. The prices for these can vary from anywhere between $200+ per month, with some costing more than a monthly mortgage.

Granted those often come with sunsets on beaches and margaritas in hand.

After you have some found, dig into reviews. Try Yelp, Google Reviews, Facebook, and anywhere else you can when typing the (park name) reviews. Before you sign up for anything, no matter how tempting a deal on anything, go check things out. This is why it is worth it to have some type of discount membership while you sort things out.

There's nothing worse than locking yourself into something that looks a certain way online, only to find your site near a freeway and a crabby neighbor. But even if that does happen – at least you can always cut your losses, and just move on!

Exercise 4) Travel Destinations

Write down all the places you've loved visiting, and places you didn't like so much. Notice any patterns in weather or geography? Try to figure out if you want to be a snowbird and what that might mean, or if you should be more stationary. Map out your ideal path, with the RV rig you have in mind.
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Chapter 4: What Goes Wrong – Most Common Worst Case Scenarios
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Bad things happen. They just do. But that doesn't mean this lifestyle is any less safe than others. Depending on how you situate yourself, it might be a great deal safer than where you once lived. For the cost, you are surely going to be getting a higher quality of sight, people, and adventure than anything that would cost $400 in the USA. There's hardly anywhere left that cheap, and you'll be stuck in one place, not seeing everything out there.

So instead of wondering what can go wrong, let's just talk about it. Yes, you can always find those extreme odd examples too. Freak accidents. We'll even look at those too, just to shake them off. The good news? You can avoid or be super prepared for most things if you take the time to do it.

And you should be as prepared as you can be, if you haven't already noticed. I bet you did, because you've been smart to stick around, reading every little bit of information this guide can give. Try to know that all these are just steps to take, things to notice. You can't be avoiding everything, but maybe dodge some near hits.

Disasters You Can Try to Prevent – and Solve

Driving at Night: Don't do it. There, that's easy. There's so many reasons that people get up and going early when doing the RV lifestyle. If you have anything of these situations happen below, at night everything will be worse. And not to scare you too bad, but yes it can be deadly.

You are driving or riding in a huge beast of a setup, or at least a rig much bigger than even the most pumped up SUV. There's going to be a machine towing another thing – that means longer, heavier, and less control than anything you've likely done before.

Night brings out things like people rushing around, animals crossings, and vampires. You paying attention to that lie? Good, because people are hardly ever rushing around.

Tire Blow Outs: We've covered a little bit about this already. This is when a tire explodes, falls apart, etc. and leaves you swerving or at worst flipping over. Yes, it is scary and long ago advice came around that having a trailer with only two tires was a risk for this reason.

If you follow advice, you will have done a few things. One is that you got the towing insurance, so that you will be able to get pulled somewhere. This is another reason to always make sure you drive in the speed limit – you know that's often less than 65mph for travel trailer tires?

Yep, I wouldn't go over that no matter what. If it happens, try to get off the road and don't leave the vehicle. Likely you can do that because you got that good cellphone data plan that could connect to anything right?

Illness: It can be you, a loved one – be it pet or animal. You've got insurance right? Know where the hospitals, clinics, and safest roads are so that you don't end up far. For those with medical complications, it isn't a great idea to head out into the wild wilderness without having any means of getting in touch with anyone. Always keep a document on you of any medications or conditions – even a bracelet is wise.

So that means that before you go out on adventures, you always have a plan in place. Even if you have to change things or stuff alters last minute, take out that Smartphone and try to GPS those important services.

Theft: Airstream is supposed to be one of the more targeted rigs for their pricey parts. Nice rigs can get targeted for thefts and stealing. In general, the better things look on the outside, the more someone who is desperate will want to snatch things. While many people leave out their bikes, barbecues, and even dogs – they've all been stolen and never returned.

It's like anything else, but those who are thieves see easy targets of people being open and napping with their doors open. All it takes is a few seconds to make off with a purse, pet, or even if you leave for long without being safe an entire RV.

The smaller things happen more than the larger things. Make sure things are locked up. Don't leave pets out without being watched – wild animals are known to swoop and snatch smaller cats and dogs. Anything that might fetch a price is up for grabs. Get alarms on your cars and RV. Insure anything valuable, and be mindful!

Unexpected Things Going Wrong – and How to Escape

When you live in one place, you can always get a feel for things. Maybe you know that one person at the end of the street that bothers you, or feel like just a simple call to the police might solve things easily with a patrol. Maybe bad weather comes your way, and you board up the house or just get out a candle until the power comes back on.

When you leave on an RV lifestyle, things are different. You have to be a lot more self-reliant, which isn't a bad thing even if you have a home base. But being mindful in an RV really matters – and know that these experiences won't be the norm. If they are, you maybe aren't doing enough research or just hitting a freakishly bad streak.

There are a lot of unexpected things that can go wrong, but the most common ones are going to be someone not making you feel safe, or the weather deciding to frighten you. Both of them can and probably will happen and some point, but how hard it is to get out depends on your preparation.  

Natural Disasters: You will see those pictures of RV rigs going for a bath or trees making abstract art out of them. All of these things are not in your control at all. But that doesn't mean you can try to avoid bad things happening.

One of them is that if you are in a wooded area, test and inspect trees. Loose branches in even a lighter wind and break off and give a smoosh to anything under them. If you are in an area that is prone to flooding, park in a higher elevation to avoid water ruining your day – or year.

When you check in, try to ask about any weather you should know about. Research the area, even downloading apps on your phone – like those from the National Weather Service. That way you can know your evacuation routes (yes, there's an app for that too!) and have a plan always in place.

It might seem like a lot of work – but when things go wrong they change quickly. Get ahead of all the late leavers and always opt to leave an area. There is NO RV that can handle certain weather conditions – think tornadoes, hurricanes, and floods.

Bad People: The bad apples of the world can be other campers or people who roam into parks without being guests. Any location near a freeway or place where someone might grab sometime, stir trouble, or not be kicked out will make things harder. That is why researching things is so important!

Even if you see a beautiful park, do the reviews have words about management letting things go and vandals doing things? That's a big red flag for you to really consider. There are certain parks that you should just not ever go into because of things. Always go visit them online again, as things hopefully can turn over or get bought out.

And if you are a member of one of these problem places, just go and call corporate management. You can share your experiences, or just go to local management if you notice anything odd.

That doesn't mean being a tattle for small things – like someone accidentally driving the wrong way up a street. We want friendly RV communities, and they tend to be for the most part! But there are all different kinds of people, and if you are not feeling safe...

	Move Camp Sites – Get Away from Person

	Alert Management – Tell them of Suspicious Activity

	Leave the Campground – Find Another Location or Boondock

	Install a Battery Operated Security Light – Cheap, Easy Deterrent

	Listen for Sounds Outside – Don't Blast the TV

	Keep Things Locked Up – Put All Gear Away

	Leave on Lights – Make it Known Your Home

	Don't Leave the RV – Stay With Your Things!


Maybe in the end the person isn't bad and they are just having a weird day. They might even have a special need that appears scary, and isn't at all. But being aware and feeling good about your surroundings makes a big difference during your travels. Should you do all the smart things, chances are you will not panic and just go with the flow a little easier.

Exercise 5) The Worst Things

Write down all the worst things that ever happened to you, and any ways that maybe they could have been avoided. Maybe there are some that just can't, but were there others that with planning or better thinking might have. You could come up with all new ideas for keeping yourself safe!
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Chapter 5: Being Legal – Residence, Banking, Health and Insurance
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You might have ample savings, or just be trying to live off social security. Maybe you even work a little part-time. If you are going to be having a home base, this doesn't really apply as much.

Yes, there are things to consider if you are away from home a lot, but your legal documents, insurance, and other registration documents are all going to be back at home. You might decide to get your mail forwarded to a general post office where you are, but that's not the same thing.

The worries of getting those Amazon Prime deliveries are important, but not impossible to figure out – yes, you can just get those sent to a General Delivery at the local United States Post Office.

So you can read on for kicks if you have all that sorted out. The rest of you? Time to get deciding where to call home. Because knowing all this before you take off is good, because you may change when you leave and where to go first.

Doing this full-time and saying goodbye to your former home isn't that hard – but it does take some work. Technically, you can legally live just about anywhere. You do this by making sure you have a place to be found – at least in the ways that count legally.

Getting a physical address: You can have this in any state using a service, like the UPS (https://www.theupsstore.com/mailboxes). Try getting the smallest box if you like, as the cost is lower and any overflow will be held too.

There are other services for physical address boxes, often local so check out competitors for even lower prices. The difference between these address boxes and a P.O. Box – which is not a physical address – is that the government and other services requires a physical address.

But if you are going to be heading out, sans home base and wanting to save the most money... you might have another route. The only time you might want to keep your state residence is if you fall into these two places or have another reason:

	Already live in one of the favorite states for full-time travelers. Easy, you're done!

	Have a local insurance – think state Medicare, unless you want to apply elsewhere. More on that later.


Basically if you want to save the most money and like to roam around, you'll need to know where to legally live. Loving the states below aren't crucial, but they do matter in some big ways. Think voting, criminal law, and that you might have to visit them every now and then. So let's just dive in and figure out the best stats – at least for legal living.

––––––––
[image: image]


The Best States for Getting Established and Why

Like saving money? Congrats, you've joined nearly every person who like getting the most of their money. So that makes things a lot easier when it comes to working out the states to legally live in while you roam.

The biggest ways we can first do some state trimming will be involving income tax. Ever pay it? Yes, you can no longer do that when you legally live in a state without it.

How about interest income and dividends? Yes, let's just pass on those states – New Hampshire and Tennessee.  

What about states that you have to go through that are far away? Unless you want to go there often or sometimes, there is nothing easy going about trekking up there. Because you have to pass through sometimes, we'll nix it – Alaska.

Next we don't really want to deal with personal property tax. It will take a cut from your RV, boat, home, or whatever else you have in your life. That means goodbye – Florida and Washington

That means that our state list is shaved down to all but nine states. Those golden states are:

	Nevada

	South Dakota

	Texas

	Wyoming


What happens next is up to you, but maybe you want things easier. Some states make things easier than others. It's always good to check for laws that change, but most people like one of the four. Honestly, South Dakota is probably the top place to pick from. There are a few reasons for this:


•  No State Income

•  3% Sales Tax for RV



You'll need to get a South Dakota driver's license and register your vehicle. Instead of jumping into figuring it all out, you can use a service that with a small fee walks you through it. The most popular are these three:

	Dakota Post (https://dakotapost.net/)

	My Dakota Address (http://www.mydakotaaddress.com/)

	America's Mailbox (http://www.americas-mailbox.com/)


The fees and locations of where they are vary, but essentially you can get the smoothest transition possible from using a service. And if you don't maybe want to do the South Dakota route? Don't worry, there's one other place that has not only a service, but a network for people to get connected, be safe, and build community – Texas.

If you want to have an easier time than doing it all yourself, check out Escapees RV Club. They walk you through getting a physical address, have their own discounts, and a huge community of full-timers based out of Texas (https://www.escapees.com/)

So do you have to go the South Dakota or Texas route? No, and there might be some other services established in other states too. It's just that the ones in Texas and South Dakota are favored, long established, and probably the first to peek at.

Changing into this lifestyle is exciting, but also one of lots of changes – just in case you haven't picked up on that yet. Keeping yourself safe and knowing your rights is just as important, so let's get into some gritty legal stuff – or at least some of it.

The Laws of Living Full-time in an RV

First, let's get it right. We are not lawyers, nor can we give out legal advice. This is more of common sense, what is known in the community, and the like. So let's crack into what is sometimes a less known part of taking off in your wheeled little home.

Are you allowed to live full-timer in an RV? Yes and no. If you are a person who has a legal residence back at a home in a state, then you might be living full-time in your RV. But legally you are viewed as almost being on an extended vacation. You don't have to worry about some of the legal challenges that come with living on the road.

Those are the ones that matter, so let's dive into those.

Once you are out on the road, you are in an odd place. We are going to assume you've been good and do have that legal residence – in a home base or residence in likely South Dakota, Texas, or other state you got worked out. Depending on your lifestyle, this may or may not have a big impact on daily life.

It isn't like your rights are gone, or somehow the law doesn't apply to you. But depending on what you are doing, you might end up finding yourself in a kind of gray area with what you want to do.

Let's breakdown a quick view of the challenges of each one.

Private RV Parks – paid for often monthly or annually, these might be private or public depending on the location. Costs can vary low to high, but often less than the cost of a monthly mortgage. Ideal for those who might want to move less often, an RV park is best for those who might want to ease into the lifestyle, or need to be near certain kinds of services – like a good doctor and hospital. Legally, you are open to stay for longer periods of time, with your residence of little worry to anyone.

Private RV Memberships – Bought in a contract from the source or transferred from another person, private memberships vary in their discounts, park locations, and rules across the country. The largest in the country is Thousand Trails (https://www.thousandtrails.com/). This option is for those who might want to stay traveling just within a membership, or wish a mix of different locations. Transit but monitored, the risk depends but tends to be less than anything less monitored.

Public Parks and Campgrounds – From National Parks to RV Parks offering Sam's Club Discounts (http://www.samsclub.com/sams/homepage.jsp), these can book up quickly during peak seasons and tend to be the most expensive. Within wooded locations or those near roads, theft can occur but tends to be less during peak seasons within crowded parks. Staying for shorter periods of time, there is little regularity unless working as a camp host (http://www.camphost.org/)

Cities and Neighborhoods – This is where things get dicier. To work overnight, vehicles will need to be of the 'stealthier' nature. Those commuting to this lifestyle from reasons of wanting location, sightseeing, or work tend to disguise vehicles with decals or other methods.

Police can ask you to be moved, which you will need to do. In the case of needing somewhere to go, parking lots overnight like Walmart tend to be used in far off spots from main entrance by manager permission. Risk of theft and being bothered tends to be the highest in these locations – think of installing a car alarm that you can trigger while inside to deter any knocking vandals.

Given or Rented Yard Space – More of a blend of risk and stability, people are not legally often allowed to live within an RV full-time for extended periods. While this can be avoided with clever use of being discreet, neighbors or others may complain. Review the laws within each area and try to find out alternatives should you need to end up moving. But this can be a stable, safe idea with close city or neighborhood options if it works for you.

Exercise 6) Where to Be

Are you okay going to those states? Figure out which states you want to be a part of after some research. If you pick something that isn't on this list, compare the benefits and negatives against these ones. See if it will work long term for you, and write down why.
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Chapter 6: Internet and Phone – Staying Connected Anywhere
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There are some people that might get away with heading out into the world, sans any kind of technology. Those people are out of some luck, however, because living an RV lifestyle means that you probably will end up needing some technology. Or at least, let's put a scenario forward.

You're driving on a highway, and suddenly a tire blows out. Pulling over, you end up finding that you put on the spare and then... where is the nearest shop? Unless you carry around an accurate and up to date Yellowbook (some may be too young to even know what this is) than you are in a bad pinch.

Especially if you didn't have a spare. Did you notice I didn't mention what tire? If it's the trailer, you might even be lucky not to be hurt. But I won't ramble on any more about my love of four tires – that's just my own bias from legends on the road.

Let's make it worse than just a blown out RV tire... imagine that you are passing through an area in the mountains...  and you don't have any cell phone reception. That's actually very realistic, because many times in the USA and other big countries you’ll often get deep in nature and will find that there are no cell phone towers anywhere, or towns. Even drivers to flag down.

Maybe it's also somehow late at night. You won't know how bad the damage is, or where it might be safe to pull over and try to wait until light comes up. This might have happened in an area with no shoulder lane, not far from a sharp curve where cars like to barrel down like bats out of Hades. Honestly, I don't want to try and walk you through that with a shovel. Getting out of that will take a tractor trailer to dig you out of – so let's not ever go there!

Embrace technology and some preparation and you'll find yourself almost nearly always safe. I say almost because stuff can always pop up. But let's try to keep the adventuring to the road. We don't want to gamble when it comes to safety when on the road – as people call it. So lecture it over, time to really learn about how to stay connected and what to watch out for when your cruising pavement – or mountains. Whatever you fancy.

Cell Phone Data and Private Wifi – Which one or both?  

You want to be connected when you can – or at least have the choice to disconnect right? That means two things mostly: cell phone data and Wifi. For the super tech savvy, you might skim over this section and already know plenty. But if you aren't all that knowing on RV online vs. Everywhere Else, then you should probably stick around and get a good refresher on how it all works.  

First, let's get my favorite option out of the way... cell phone data. Not long ago, this wasn't an option. When you wanted to do much beside email, any little task – think watching a movie or browsing web pages – would eat up all that data in a snap. What you ended up with might be a high bill or other fees.

Not so much anymore. There are many competitors that have gone with Unlimited Data. T-Mobile was one of the first out of the gate, followed by Verizon and likely most others by the time you are reading through this stuff.

What makes so much sense about it is that when you have a plan with unlimited data, you are getting two things done at once: making sure you have a cell phone that is up to date, and getting online. How it works is simple enough. All you do is basically a version of this:

	Bring out your laptop

	Switch on Wifi

	Turn on the Hotspot on the phone

	Put the password into the laptop


That is the very simple version of it, and each device and how it's done depends on the make of each. But that is an easy way to show that it is only a few steps until you can get online. Of course you can always use your own phone to do browsing, but you can full on work from just your cell phone with good enough reception.

It will be the most cost effective, least upfront cost way of getting connected. What a cellphone Hotspot won't do for the computer are things like massive uploading – for that you will need a good Wifi connection. But those who need to do that are going to be less rather than more, and even smaller videos can be done.

What's not to love? Remember that having a good cell phone with unlimited data gives things like:

	GPS Navigation

	Laptop Hotspot

	Movie Watching

	Skype Calling


Those are just some of the more common and useful parts of having unlimited cellular data. One part of Wifi that has a big advantage is boosters. Cellphone boosters to give a better signal are often a few hundred dollars, and don't really do much at all. Likely it is better to just pass those over it and get a Wifi setup if you are so inclined.

But Wifi still might be a better fit, and knowing how to get it is wise. You might end up being really savvy and just having it all!

Hotspots, Public Wifi, and Coffee Shops – Where to Go

Your own Wifi Hotspot means having a good connection wherever there is a good tower. What is a big advantage is that mentioned booster. Should you have a booster, which often is around $100 and up, you might end up getting a really strong signal and have an easier time of things. But first, let's explain what that really means and how it works.

Wifi is going to be from a device you buy, or from another device. Those other devices will be public Wifi spots – think of coffee shops. You might even have one at an RV park or other places. But often if you are wanting immediate Wifi inside of your trailer, there's another option. Get a Wifi hotspot device you can buy – often from the same company as your cell phone plan.

Boosters can pump up the signal, giving you a good edge at public places mostly. Should you have your RV not far from one of these public locations, you could end up getting a signal that might be not working or make it much stronger. No, this isn't something not allowed from anything I've ever known – just think of making an upgrade on your RV. Same idea, just boosting up the signal strength on something that might not normally get the same power.

Depending on your own lifestyle, you will know what to do. Should you often need internet for work or your lifestyle, you need to think about what routes, paths, and places you will want to stay. If you seek out nature and being outside on scenic adventure, being online is going to be patchy.

So on that list of musts, wants, and wishes, balance things back out when it comes to going online. You might find yourself more comfortable if you route yourself in a way that keeps you safe, connected, and loving the RV lifestyle. That's not to say things will always go great. Really, they might turn a little sour.

What are those things that might happen? I can't say for sure, but let's talk about the worst things that might happen and how you might dodge some... or maybe get through them easier with some preparation.

Exercise 7) Being Connected

Jot down all the scenarios when you wish in the past you had a way to make a phone call. Next, write down all the times you actually go online for different things. After that, determine and make calls of who you want to go with. Don't pick until you shop around!
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Conclusion
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You're going to probably save lots of money. There's thousands of miles. Endless skylines. Foods you've never tasted, people just thrilled to meet you. All of it is out there, and possible for you when you are living in an RV. Does it take a lot of work and steps to be smart about getting into it? Sure.

But you've already done all that working, child raising, pet coddling, home buying (maybe selling), and a slew of other things give or take some. Wasn't that all a lot of work? Yes, and much of it was hopefully worth it.

It can feel overwhelming at first, and even after reading this it might be. Do this:

	Take a break for a couple days

	Let yourself process this idea

	Reflect on what you want, and why

	Review the exercises in the book

	Read, scan, or go deeper on certain sections


That's why it's best to prepare as far out as you can. Big changes need more room to stir around. It is hard, but worth it. You earned it, and deserve whatever you want to get from this lifestyle.

There is nothing like the freedom of living on the road, both in terms of getting the most seen possible and likely money saved if you’re savvy. Now that you've read through this guide, you have a good start and head on your shoulders.

Yes, you can dig in more to these subjects and should – but at least you've been given a good compass for what direction to head. Now just get out there, choose what you want to do and go for it.
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