
		
			
				Part I

				A Phone, By Zeus!
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				In this part . . .

				In exchange for their freedom, the Cyclopes gave the Greek sky god Zeus a gift: a thunderbolt. I’m sure that Zeus was thrilled. Not only did the thunderbolt become one of his primary symbols, but he also used it as a form of communications: Whenever a wayward Greek needed a reminder of his mortality, Zeus merely had to hurl a thunderbolt. It was a real attention-getter.

				You probably don’t want to lob your HTC ThunderBolt phone at anyone, no matter how obnoxious their hubris. Still, as far as a symbol of power, nothing beats a fancy, new 4G LTE phone like the ThunderBolt. Before you can wield your newfound authority, you need to liberate the phone from its box, get things set up, and understand how the thing works. Zeus probably went through the same orientation period with his own thunderbolts, but you have one thing he didn’t: Part I of this book.

			

			
				[image: 9781118076019-pp0102.tif]
			

			
				[image: 9781118076019-pp0103.tif]
			

			
				[image: 9781118076019-pp0104.tif]
			

			
		

	
		
			
				[image: 9781118076019-ba08.tif]
			

			
				Chapter 8: Organize Your Friends

				In This Chapter

				[image: arrow] Exploring the People app

				[image: arrow] Searching and sorting your contacts

				[image: arrow] Adding new people

				[image: arrow] Editing and changing contacts

				[image: arrow] Linking like contacts

				[image: arrow] Making a contact group

				[image: arrow] Deleting contacts

				
				[image: 9781118076019-co08.tif]
			

				Pop quiz time! You get 100 For Dummies points if you can answer this chapter’s question.

				Q: What is a Rolodex?

				 A. A type of dinosaur.

				 B. A fancy watch that you wear around your finger.

				 C. An evil minion of the dark lord Overdex.

				 D. A nostalgic piece of office equipment designed to store information about contacts in a rotating file index. It’s no longer necessary to own because most people keep all their contact information — names, phone numbers, addresses, email, and other info — inside handy electronic devices, such as their ThunderBolt phones.

				The answer, of course, is D.

				Your Phone’s Pantheon of People

				Your phone is the primary place where you keep information about all the people you know. In fact, it most likely already contains this type of information. That’s because your Google account was synchronized with the phone’s address book when you first configured the ThunderBolt.

				The ThunderBolt address book is accessed from the People app, which is this section’s topic.

				[image: check.png] If you haven’t yet set up a Google account, refer to Chapter 2.

				[image: check.png] Adding more people to your phone’s address book is covered later in this chapter, in the section “Making a new contact.”

				[image: check.png] Most apps on the ThunderBolt use information from the People app. These apps include Email, Gmail, Latitude, Messages, and any other app that lets you share information such as photographs or videos.

				[image: check.png] Your social networking friends are also included in the People app’s address book. See Chapter 12 for more information on using the ThunderBolt as your social networking hub.

				Accessing the address book

				To peruse the ThunderBolt address book, run the People app. This app can be found on the main Home screen as well as on the All Apps screen. The address book also lurks behind the dialpad. It’s practically ubiquitous!

				The People app shows a list of all contacts in your ThunderBolt, as shown in Figure 8-1. Your own account comes first, followed by Verizon shortcut accounts and then the rest of your address book, sorted by first or last name.

				Scroll the list by swiping with your finger. Or, as the list scrolls, you can grab the thumb tab that appears on the right side of the screen to quickly scroll.

				To do anything with a contact, you first have to choose it: Touch a contact’s name and you see detailed information, illustrated in Figure 8-2.

				
				Figure 8-1: Your ThunderBolt address book.

				[image: 9781118076019-fg0801.eps]

				The information is organized into these areas:

				Action: The Action area contains things you can do with the contact, such as call their phone (or phones), send them messages, compose email, view their addresses on a map, visit their social networking sites, or perform other activities.

				Information: The Information area lists items such as the contact’s birthday, organizations they belong to, and website.

				
				Figure 8-2: Contact information.

				[image: 9781118076019-fg0802.eps]

				Options: The Options area lists commands to change the contact’s ringtone, block the caller, or edit the contact information.

				[image: 9781118076019-ma005.tif] After viewing the contact’s detailed information, you can press the Back soft button to return to the main People page.

				[image: check.png] See the later sidebar “Those weird people” for information on the first group of unusually named contacts in the People app.

				[image: check.png] See the later section “Matching identical contacts” for information on using the Link button. Basically, this button helps you join two separate contacts that might exist for a single person.

				[image: check.png] [image: remember_4c.eps] Not every phone number can receive text messages. President Obama’s home number, shown earlier, in Figure 8-1, is the White House main line, which doesn’t accept text messages — well, at least none of the messages I’ve sent.

				[image: check.png] After you choose a contact’s email address, you see a pop-up menu asking which email program to use: Gmail or another email account.

				[image: check.png] Not every contact has a picture, and the picture can come from a number of sources (Gmail or Facebook, for example). See the later section “Add a picture” for more information.

				[image: check.png] [image: 9781118076019-ma013.tif]Rather than endlessly scroll the address book and run the risk of rubbing your fingers to nubs, you can employ the ThunderBolt’s powerful Search command. You do so by touching the Search soft button while using the People app. The Search People text box appears, in which you can type all or part of a contact’s name. The more you type, the narrower the list of matching contacts.

				[image: check.png] [image: remember_4c.eps] There’s no correlation between the number of contacts you have and how popular you are in real life.

				Sorting the address book

				Your contacts are displayed in the People app in a certain order: alphabetically by first name. You can change the order, as well as whether contacts are listed by first name first or last name first. Here’s how:

				 1. Start the People app.

				[image: 9781118076019-ma007.tif] 2. Press the Menu soft button.

				 3. Choose the View command.

				 The View Contacts screen appears.

				 4. Choose Sort Contact List.

				 5. Choose First Name or Last Name to sort contacts by their first names or last names.

				 The ThunderBolt ships with the First Name option already set.

				 6. Choose View Contact Name As.

				 7. Choose First Name First or Last Name First, which specifies how the contacts are displayed in the list.

				 The ThunderBolt ships with the option First Name First selected.

				 As long as you’re at the View Contacts screen:

				 8. Place check marks by all items on the Options menu.

				 Each item represents a location from which the People app can pull contacts for the phone’s address book.

				 9. Touch the Done button.

				There’s no right or wrong way to display your contacts — only whichever method you’re used to. I prefer them sorted by last name and listed first name first.

			
				Those weird people

				Some people in the People app aren’t people at all. They’re preset contacts, which represent various phone company services. Here’s the list:

				#BAL: Receive a free text message indicating your current cell phone charges as well as any previous payments you’ve made.

				#DATA: Receive a free text message indicating your text message or data usage.

				#MIN: Receive a free text message indicating the minutes you’ve used on the ThunderBolt, including peak, off-hour, or weekend minutes or whatever other categories for cell phone minutes they can devise.

				#PMT: Make a payment using your phone. This operation works only when you’ve configured your account to make payments via the phone.

				Customer Care: Contact Verizon support for your phone. (It’s a shortcut for the number 611, which is the support number for your cell phone.)

				Warranty Center: Contact Verizon for troubleshooting and warranty issues regarding your ThunderBolt.

				See Chapter 9 for more information on text messaging.

			

				Work with Your People

				There’s a lot you can do with your ThunderBolt address book. Beyond making phone calls, there’s email, texting, chat, using the Maps app to locate people and businesses, and a host of other fun and useful things. Various chapters throughout this book cover these tasks. The tasks at hand in this section are to manage those friends, create new contacts, update information, and do a host of other useful things.

				Making a new contact

				You have many, many ways to put new contacts into your ThunderBolt phone.

				Add a contact from a recent call

				Perhaps the quickest way to add a new contact is to use the list of recent callers. After someone calls you, or you call them, you can use the Call History feature to create a new contact. Obey these steps:

				 1. From the Home screen, touch the People icon.

				 2. Choose the Call History button.

				 The button is at the bottom of the screen, as shown earlier, in Figure 8-1.

				 3. Long-press the phone number for which you want to create a new contact.

				 Most likely, it’s the top number in the list.

				 4. Choose Save to People.

				 5. Choose Create New Contact to make a new contact for the number.

				 You can also choose the Save to Existing Contact command to add the phone number to an existing contact — for example, when Ron finally discloses that second cell phone number he swears she doesn’t have, but does anyway. In that case, locate the contact in the list and skip to Step 7.

				 6. Fill in the contact’s information.

				 Use the onscreen keyboard to type as much information as you know about the contact. Of key importance are the first and last names.

				 Use the Up or Down arrow buttons on the onscreen keyboard to hop between the various text fields.

				 7. Touch the Save button.

				 The contact has been created.

				Make a new contact from scratch

				Sometimes it’s necessary to create a contact when you meet another human being in the real world. In that case, you have more information to input, and it starts like this:

				 1. Open the People app.

				 2. Touch the Add Contact button.

				 Refer to Figure 8-1 for its location.

				 3. From the Contact Type button menu, choose Google.

				 When you choose Phone or SIM, the contact is saved only on your ThunderBolt. By choosing Google, you’re assured that the contact is backed up to the Internet and available on other Android devices as well as on any computer you use to access your Google account.

				 4. If prompted, touch the OK button to confirm that you want to create a Google contact.

				 5. Fill in the information onscreen as best you can.

				 Fill in the text fields with the information you know, as shown in Figure 8-3. Use the Delete and Add buttons, as illustrated in the figure, to create more items. For example, if the contact has more than one phone, you’ll want to add them all. (You don’t need to remove empty fields.)

				[image: remember_4c.eps] 6. Touch the Done button to complete editing and add the new contact.

				
				Figure 8-3: Creating a new contact.

				[image: 9781118076019-fg0803.eps]

				The new contact is automatically synced with your Google account on the Internet — as long as you chose Google in Step 3. That’s one beauty of the Android operating system used by the ThunderBolt: You have no need to duplicate your efforts; contacts you create on the phone are instantly synchronized with your Google account on the Internet.

				Build a contact on the Internet

				Because your ThunderBolt is linked to your Gmail account on the Internet, anytime you add a contact to your list of Gmail contacts, the same contact is also added to your phone. Also, by using Gmail on a computer, it’s often easier to input lots of information; having a larger screen and a real keyboard helps.

				To add a contact to your Gmail account on your computer, follow these steps:

				 1. Log in to your Google Gmail account at http://gmail.google.com.

				 2. Choose Contacts from the links listed on the left side of the page.

				 3. Click the New Contact button.

				 4. Fill in the contact’s information.

				 Use the various Add links to type in additional email addresses, phone numbers, and other information. For example, you can specify both home and work email or phone numbers.

				 5. If necessary, click the Save button when you’re done.

				 Gmail saves automatically, so the Save button may not be available. That’s okay; the contact’s info is saved.

				The new contacts appear on your ThunderBolt almost immediately.

				Import contacts from your computer

				Your computer’s email program is doubtless a useful repository of contacts that you’ve built up over the years. You can export these contacts from your email program and then import them into the ThunderBolt’s People app. It’s not the simplest thing, but it’s possible.

				The key is to save or export the records in the vCard (.vcf) file format. In most sophisticated email programs, exporting in the vCard file format is a common feature. Here’s how to find it on most popular email programs:

				[image: check.png] In the Windows Live Mail program, choose Go⇒Contacts and then choose File⇒Export⇒Business Card (.VCF) to export the contacts.

				[image: check.png] In Windows Mail, choose File⇒Export⇒Windows Contacts and then choose vCards (Folder of .VCF Files) from the Export Windows Contacts dialog box. Click the Export button.

				[image: check.png] On the Mac, open the Address Book program and choose File⇒Export⇒Export vCard.

				After the vCard files are created, connect the ThunderBolt to your computer and transfer the vCard files from your computer to the phone. Directions for making this type of transfer can be found in Chapter 20.

				[image: technicalstuff_4c.eps] You don’t need to copy the vCard files to any specific folder on the ThunderBolt’s MicroSD card. Placing them in the root folder is fine.

				After the vCard files are on the ThunderBolt, you start the People app and follow these steps to complete the process:

				[image: 9781118076019-ma007.tif] 1. Press the Menu soft button.

				 2. Choose the Import/Export command.

				 3. Choose Import from SD Card.

				 4. Choose the Google option from the Save Contact To menu.

				 5. If you’re prompted, choose the option Import All vCard Files.

				 You want to import all the vCard files you copied over.

				 6. Touch the OK button.

				 The contacts are saved to your Gmail account, which instantly creates a backup copy.

				The importing process may create some duplicates. That’s okay: You can link two entries for the same person in the People app. See the section “Matching identical contacts,” later in this chapter.

				Bring in contacts from your social networking sites

				The ThunderBolt is keenly aware of your social networking relationships and how vital they are to keeping your online persona popular. For example, all your Facebook and Twitter friends can quickly be linked into the phone’s address book — and probably have been linked in already.

				To see your social networking contacts, you use the Online Directories button at the bottom of the screen in the People app. (Refer to Figure 8-1.) Touch the button and then choose a directory.

				For example, touch Facebook. If you haven’t yet configured social networking on your ThunderBolt (covered in Chapter 12), you’re asked to log in to Facebook, or into whichever directory you selected. Otherwise, you see a list of your Facebook friends.

				Choosing a contact on the Online Directories screen displays information about that contact as saved on the social networking or other Internet site. You may see other information as well, including status updates or media.

				All contacts from your online directories are merged onto the main screen in the People app. And, if you want to see updates or other information, you can always use the Friend Stream app, as covered in Chapter 12, or an individual app for the social networking site.

				Find a new contact on the map

				When you use the Maps app to locate a restaurant, chiropodist, or bordello — or all three in one place — you can quickly create a contact for that location. Here’s how:

				 1. After searching for your location, touch the cartoon bubble that appears on the map.

				 You see more details for the location, as shown in Figure 8-4, where a fish restaurant has been found.

				
				Figure 8-4: Adding a contact from the Maps app.

				[image: 9781118076019-fg0804.eps]

				[image: 9781118076019-ma027.tif] 2. Touch the More button.

				 The More button is shown in the margin. It appears on the screen detailing information for the location you found on the map.

				 3. Choose Add As a Contact.

				 A new contact screen appears, similar to Figure 8-3. You might find a lot of the information already filled in, which is simply information copied from the Maps app.

				 4. Ensure that Google is chosen for the contact type; touch the OK button to confirm.

				 I recommend saving the contact to your Google account because it’s automatically synchronized and backed up on the Internet.

				 5. Optionally, add more information about the contact, if you know it.

				 6. Touch the Save button.

				 The new contact is created.

				See Chapter 13 for detailed information on how to search for a location using the Maps application.

				Editing a contact

				Sure, some people live at the same place forever and have the same phone number they used back in the 1960s. That person is rare. For the rest of us, contact information changes all the time. You deal with this process on the ThunderBolt by editing and updating your contact information.

				Basic changes

				Minor corrections and additions can be made to any contact by locating and displaying the contact’s information:

				 1. Choose the contact’s name from the People app.

				 2. Press the Menu soft button.

				 3. Choose Edit.

				 4. Make any changes as you see fit.

				 Details on making specific changes appear in the sections that follow.

				 5. Touch the Save button when you’re finished editing.

				Use the Delete and Add buttons by a field (refer to Figure 8-3) to add and remove items for the contact.

				[image: tip_4c.eps] When editing a matched contact, you see multiple sets of information. For example, a contact linked between Google and your ThunderBolt will have separate entries — one for Google and another for Phone. Both sets of information are displayed for the contact, but when you make changes, the changes are applied to only one source at a time.

				See the later section “Matching identical contacts” for more information on linking contacts.

				Add a phone number

				When you enter or edit a phone number, the ThunderBolt displays its special onscreen keyboard, shown in Figure 8-5.

				
				Figure 8-5: The onscreen keyboard for phone numbers.

				[image: 9781118076019-fg0805.eps]

				Many keys on the dialpad keyboard are decorative, such as the parenthesis, hyphen, and space. Other keys have a special purpose, as illustrated in Figure 8-5.

				The P and comma keys insert a brief pause into the dialing sequence. For example, in the number 91,5554275 the phone dials 91, pauses for two seconds, and then dials the rest of the number.

				The W key inserts the Wait command into the dialing sequence. When the number is dialed, a pop-up message appears, prompting you to press the Yes button to dial the rest of the number.

				Add a picture

				The easy way to add a picture to a contact is to use a picture you already have, either a photo you’ve already taken that’s stored in the phone or an image you’ve synchronized with the phone from your computer or an online picture-sharing website.

				A more tortuous method is to meet the contact in person and convince them that you want to take their picture to add it to your phone’s contact list. This effort requires a lot of social skills. Either way, the image ends up in the phone’s Gallery. After it’s there, follow these steps to add the picture to a contact:

				 1. Locate and display the contact’s information.

				 2. Press the Menu soft button and choose the Edit command.

				 3. Touch the Picture icon.

				 Refer to Figure 8-3.

				 4. Choose the Gallery option.

				 Of, if the contact is right there with you, choose the Camera option and take a picture.

				 5. Browse the Gallery to look for a suitable image.

				 See Chapter 15 for more information on using the Gallery.

				 6. Touch the image you want to use for the contact.

				 7. Select the size and portion of the image you want to use for the contact.

				 Use Figure 8-6 as your guide. You can choose which portion of the image to use by moving the cropping box, and you can resize the cropping box to select more or less of the image, though the cropping box is always a square shape.

				 8. Touch Save to assign the image to the contact.

				 9. Touch Save to complete the editing of the contact.

				
				Figure 8-6: Cropping a contact’s image.

				[image: 9781118076019-fg0806.eps]

				The image is now assigned, and it appears whenever the contact is referenced on your ThunderBolt.

				To remove or change a contact’s picture, follow Steps 1 through 3 and choose Remove Photo from the menu that pops up.

				[image: tip_4c.eps] You can add pictures to contacts on your Google account by using any computer. Just visit your Gmail Contacts list to edit a contact. You can then add to the contact any picture stored on your computer. The picture is eventually synced with the same contact on your ThunderBolt.

				Set the primary phone number and email address

				Rather than choose between multiple phone numbers and email addresses every time you summon a contact, you can specify which one you prefer to use most often. I’m happy to report that the ThunderBolt refers to your selection as the primary phone number or primary email address, as opposed to using the dratted word default.

				To set a person’s primary phone number or email address, heed these steps:

				 1. Display the contact’s information.

				 2. Long-press the phone number or email address you want to use as the primary number or address.

				 3. Choose Set As Primary Number or Set As Default Address.

				Okay, so they slip in the word default when setting a primary email address. Damn them.

				The word Primary appears by the main phone number or email address in a contact’s address book entry.

				Matching identical contacts

				The phone can pull contacts from multiple sources (Facebook, Gmail, Twitter, its own memory), so you may discover duplicate contact entries in the People app. Rather than fuss over which entry to use, you can match up and link the contacts.

				[image: 9781118076019-ma026.tif] Because the ThunderBolt is smart, the easiest way to link matching contacts is to take advantage of the Matched Contacts notification:

				 1. Pull down the notifications and choose Matched Contacts Suggestions.

				 You see a list of suggested contact matches.

				 2. Peruse the list.

				 You see a list of contacts stored on the phone or contacts found in your Google account. Beneath each item, you find potential matches with Facebook, Twitter, and other sources.

				 3. Touch the link button by a contact to link the associated accounts.

				 Or press the Menu soft button and choose the Select All command to link all the matches at one time.

				 4. Touch the OK button to link the accounts.

				You can also manually link a contact by touching the Link button in the upper right corner of the account’s information screen, as shown earlier, in Figure 8-2. After touching the Link button, you see either a list of linked accounts or potential links you can make.

				Making a contact group

				The ThunderBolt automatically synchronizes any contact groups you may have in Gmail or from other sources. You can use the groups to send a bunch of people email or text messages. It’s handy.

				Review your groups by starting the People app. Choose Groups from the bottom, as shown earlier, in Figure 8-1. You see all groups available in your phone. Touch a group to view its members, as shown in Figure 8-7.

				To add members to a group, touch the Add Contacts to Group button, shown in Figure 8-7. Touch the gray square by a contact to place a green check mark there and add the contact to the group. Touch the Save button to add the contact. (Press the Back soft button to dismiss the onscreen keyboard to see the Save button.)

				
				Figure 8-7: Members of a group.

				[image: 9781118076019-fg0807.eps]

				Use the Group Action button (refer to Figure 8-7) to send everyone in the group a text message or an email.

				You can create new groups at any time. Follow these steps:

				 1. Start the People app.

				 2. Touch the Groups button.

				 3. Touch the Add Group button.

				 4. Type a name for the group.

				 Keep the group name simple and descriptive. For example, I have a group named Cohorts, which contains people with whom I plot the overthrow of our city hall.

				 5. Optionally, touch the camera button to assign an image to the group.

				 6. Touch the Add Contacts to Group button.

				 7. Touch the box by a contact’s name to place a green check mark there and add the contact to the group.

				 8. Touch the Save button to add the group’s members.

				 You may need to press the Back soft button to dismiss the onscreen keyboard so that you can see the Save button.

				 9. Touch the Save button to create the group.

				 The group is added to the list.

				You can now access the group’s Send menu, shown in Figure 8-7, to send the group an email or a text message.

				[image: check.png] To remove a group, long-press the group name and choose the command Delete Group from the pop-up menu. Touch the Yes button to confirm.

				[image: check.png] The members of the Favorites group appear in the Favorites widget on the Home screen.

				[image: check.png] The Frequent group lists folks you frequently contact. It’s automatically created and maintained.

				[image: check.png] [image: tip_4c.eps] When adding members to a group, it helps immensely to use the Search Contact text box to help quickly narrow the list.

				[image: check.png] The best way to create Gmail contact groups is by using Gmail on the Internet. Go to http://gmail.google.com.

				[image: check.png] See Chapter 10 for more information on sending email with your ThunderBolt; Chapter 9 covers text messaging.

				Sharing a contact

				Just as you can import contacts into the phone, you can send a contact out of the phone. It’s a way you can share the people you love.

				[image: technicalstuff_4c.eps] The ThunderBolt can convert any address book entry into the common vCard file format. vCards are used by computer email programs to store contact information, which makes that file format popular for sharing information about your people.

				Follow these steps to share a contact:

				 1. Open the People app.

				 2. Long-press the person you want to share.

				 3. Choose the command Send Contact As vCard from the pop-up menu.

				 4. Choose the details you want to send.

				 Add or remove green check marks by the items you want to include in the vCard.

				 5. Touch the Send button.

				 6. Compose and send the email message.

				At this point, the rest of the operation works like sending an email message, which is covered in Chapter 10. The contact’s information is saved as a vCard file, which is attached to the message.

				Getting rid of a contact

				Every so often, consider reviewing your contacts. Purge those folks whom you no longer recognize or you’ve forgotten. It’s simple:

				 1. Locate the contact in the People app and display the contact’s information.

				 2. Press the Menu soft button.

				 3. Choose the Delete command.

				 4. Touch OK to remove the contact from your ThunderBolt.

				[image: warning_4c.eps] If you delete a Google contact, it’s also removed from your Google account on the Internet.

				For some linked accounts, such as Facebook, deleting the account from your phone doesn’t remove the human from your Facebook account. A warning might appear to explain as much.

				[image: remember_4c.eps] Removing a contact doesn’t kill the person in real life.
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				Chapter 11: The Portable World Wide Web

				In This Chapter

				[image: arrow] Browsing the web on your phone

				[image: arrow] Making a bookmark

				[image: arrow] Working with web page windows

				[image: arrow] Sharing web pages

				[image: arrow] Downloading images and files

				[image: arrow] Setting a new home page

				[image: arrow] Configuring the Internet app

				
				[image: 9781118076019 co11.tif]
			

				I was blown away the first time I accessed the Internet on my ThunderBolt over a 4G connection. The information flew onto the screen with such laser-like velocity that I had to warn the other folks in the coffee shop not to walk through the signal.

				Thanks to the ThunderBolt’s über-fast 4G LTE data connection, you can use your phone to browse the web with blistering swiftness. It’s the entire World Wide Web experience, but it happens in the palm of your hand wherever you go. Well, wherever your phone can find a data connection. The action also takes place on the phone’s teensy screen. So the web experience on the ThunderBolt is speedy and tiny, like an Alka-Seltzer.

				As long as you have 4G service, using the ThunderBolt’s cellular data connection is just as fast, if not faster, than using the typical Wi-Fi connection. Even so:

				[image: check.png] [image: tip_4c.eps] If possible, activate the ThunderBolt’s Wi-Fi connection before you venture out on the web. Though you can use the phone’s cellular data connection, Wi-Fi access incurs no data usage charges.

				[image: check.png] Many places you visit on the web can instead be accessed directly and more effectively by using specific apps. Facebook, Gmail, Twitter, and YouTube, and potentially other popular web destinations, have apps that are either preinstalled on the phone or can be downloaded for free from the Android Market.

				Web Browsing on Your Phone

				The World Wide Web isn’t as strange and unfamiliar as it was 20 years ago. What might be strange and familiar to you is using the web on a cell phone. Therefore, consider this section to be your mobile web orientation.

				Getting on the web

				Your ThunderBolt’s web browsing app is named Internet. That name seems general, but HTC didn’t bother calling me when it came time to name its phone’s web browser app. To avoid confusion with the massive thing that is the actual Internet, I refer to the web browser on your phone as the Internet app.

				The Internet app (See? — I’m doing it now) dwells as a shortcut icon, found on the Home screen. Figure 11-1 illustrates the Internet app’s rather simple interface.

				[image: tip_4c.eps] Here are some handy ThunderBolt web browsing tips:

				[image: check.png] Pan the web page by dragging your finger across the touchscreen. You can pan up, down, left, or right.

				[image: check.png] Double-tap the screen to zoom in or zoom out, though not every web page is zoomable.

				[image: check.png] Pinch the screen to zoom out, or spread two fingers to zoom in.

				[image: check.png] [image: remember_4c.eps] You can orient the phone horizontally to read a web page in Landscape mode. Then you can spread or double-tap the touchscreen to make teensy text more readable.

				[image: check.png] [image: 9781118076019-ma033.tif]The Internet app isn’t the only way to surf the web on your phone. Another popular app is Dolphin Browser, which is available at the Android Market. See Chapter 18.

				Looking at a web page

				To visit a web page, type its address into the Address box (refer to Figure 11-1). You can also type a search word, if you don’t know the exact address of a web page. Press the Enter key on the onscreen keyboard or the Go button by the Address box to search the web or visit a specific web page.

				
				Figure 11-1: The Internet app.

				[image: 9781118076019 fg1101.eps]

				If you don’t see the Address box, swipe your finger so that you can see the top of the window, where the Address box lurks.

				You “click” links on a page by touching them with your finger. If you have trouble stabbing the right link, zoom in on the page and try again.

				[image: check.png] To reload a web page, touch the Refresh button on the right end of the Address bar.

				[image: check.png] To stop a web page from loading, touch the X that appears to the right of the Address bar. The X replaces the Refresh button and appears only when a web page is loading.

				Going forward and backward

				[image: 9781118076019-ma007.tif] Most of the action in the Internet app begins by pressing the Menu soft button. You’ll find the basic web browsing commands located on the menu:

				To return to a web page, press the Menu soft button and choose the Back command. Or, you can press the Back soft button.

				To go forward, and return to the page you were visiting before you touched the Back button, press the Menu soft button and choose the Forward command.

				Return to the Home page by pressing the Menu soft button: Choose the More command, and then choose Home.

				To review the long-term history of your web browsing adventures, press the Menu soft button and choose More and then History. Your web browsing history appears, as shown in Figure 11-2.

				
				Figure 11-2: The Internet app’s history list.

				[image: 9781118076019 fg1102.eps]

				To view a page you visited weeks or months ago, you can choose a web page from the History list. Touch the Show/Hide button, as illustrated in the figure, to see where you’ve been on previous days.

				[image: tip_4c.eps] To clear the History list, press the Menu soft button and choose the Clear History command. It’s the only command.

				To remove an individual item from the history list, long-press the entry and choose the Remove from History command from the pop-up menu.

				Working with bookmarks

				Bookmarks are those electronic breadcrumbs you can drop as you wander the web. Need to revisit a website? Just look up its bookmark. This advice assumes, of course, that you bother to create (I prefer drop) a bookmark when you first visit the site. Here’s how it works:

				 1. Visit the web page you want to bookmark.

				 2. Press the Menu soft button.

				 3. Choose the Add Bookmark command.

				 4. If necessary, edit the bookmark name.

				 The bookmark is given the web page name, which might be kind of long. I usually edit the name to a shorter one, which is more visible on the Bookmarks screen, shown in Figure 11-3.

				 5. Touch the Add button.

				After the bookmark is set, it appears in the list of bookmarks, as shown in Figure 11-3. To see this screen, press the Menu soft button and choose the Bookmarks command.

				[image: tip_4c.eps] A helpful way to create bookmarks is to view the History screen and touch the Star button by a website name, as illustrated in Figure 11-2. You can also bookmark sites on the Most Visited screen: Touch the Heart button (refer to Figure 11-2) and long-press a website’s thumbnail image. From the pop-up menu, choose Add Bookmark.

				[image: check.png] To visit a bookmark, choose it from the Bookmarks list.

				[image: check.png] Remove a bookmark by long-pressing its entry in the Bookmarks list. Choose the command Delete Bookmark. The bookmark is gone.

				[image: check.png] Bookmarked websites can also be placed on the Home screen: Long-press the bookmark thumbnail and choose the command Add Shortcut to Home.

				[image: check.png] [image: 9781118076019-ma035.tif]The MyBookmarks app, obtained from the Android Market, can import your Internet Explorer, Firefox, and Chrome bookmarks from your Windows computer into the ThunderBolt. See Chapter 18 for more information on the Android Market.

				
				Figure 11-3: The Bookmarks screen.

				[image: 9781118076019 fg1103.eps]

				Subscribing to a news feed

				[image: 9781118076019-ma036.tif] A better option than setting a bookmark is to subscribe to a web page. Some pages, especially blogs and news sources, feature RSS feeds. When they do, you see the RSS subscription icon on the left side of the address bar, as shown in the margin.

				To subscribe to the web page’s news feed, touch the Subscription button. On the Add Subscription screen, place a green check mark by the news feeds you want to subscribe to. Touch the Add button to add the news feeds.

				You read your web page subscriptions by opening the News app, which is found on the All Apps screen. Your RSS subscriptions are shown on the Subscriptions screen, with any new articles flagged by a number in a green circle. Touch the subscription feed to read more information or peruse the new articles, illustrated in Figure 11-4.

				[image: technicalstuff_4c.eps] RSS stands for Really Simple Syndication, a method of sharing frequently updated web pages.

				
				Figure 11-4: Working with browser windows.

				[image: 9781118076019 fg1104.eps]

				Using multiple web page windows

				The Internet app sports more than one window, which is a feature you find on computer web browsers. You can open web pages in new windows and manage these multiple web page windows on the ThunderBolt. You have several ways to do it:

				[image: check.png] To open a new browser window, press the Menu soft button and choose Windows to see the Windows screen. Touch the Plus button, illustrated in Figure 11-4. The new window opens, using the home page that’s set for the Internet app.

				[image: check.png] To open a link in another window, long-press the link. Choose the Open in New Window command from the menu that appears.

				[image: check.png] To open a bookmark in a new window, long-press the bookmark and choose the command Open in New Window.

				To access multiple windows, press the Menu soft button and choose the Windows command. When multiple windows are open, you see a screen similar to the one shown in Figure 11-4. Otherwise, you see only the lone window hanging there.

				Switch between windows by choosing one from the Windows screen (refer to Figure 11-4). Swipe left and right to peruse the windows. Touch a window to display its full-screen content.

				Close a window by touching the X button, illustrated in Figure 11-4.

				See the section “Setting the home page,” later in this chapter, for information on setting the Internet app’s home page.

				Finding stuff on the web

				Google is synonymous with searching, so what better way to look for things on the web than go use the Google widget, often found floating on the Home screen, just to the left of the main Home screen, and shown in Figure 11-5. Use the Google widget to type something to search for, or touch the Microphone button to dictate what you want to find on the Internet.

				
				Figure 11-5: The Google widget.

				[image: 9781118076019 fg1105.tif]

				[image: 9781118076019-ma013.tif] To search for something anytime you’re viewing a web page in the Internet app, press the Search soft button. Type the search term into the box. You can choose from a list of suggestions.

				To find text on the web page you’re looking at, as opposed to searching the entire Internet, follow these steps:

				 1. Visit the web page where you want to find a specific tidbit o’ text.

				 2. Press the Menu soft button.

				 3. Choose More and then Find on Page.

				 4. Type the text you’re searching for.

				 5. Use the left or right arrow button next to the Search box to locate the text on the page — backward or forward, respectively.

				 The found text appears highlighted in green.

				 6. Touch the Back soft button when you’re done searching.

				See Chapter 22 for more information on widgets, such as the Google widget.

				[image: check.png] The Google Search app, found in the All Apps screen, works like a full-screen version of the Google widget. Use the app to search the web.

				[image: check.png] If you touch the G button on the Google widget, you see where the widget searches for information. Touch the Gear icon on that screen to refine the search.

				[image: check.png] [image: tip_4c.eps] The Quick Lookup app can search Google, Wikipedia, or YouTube, translate text, or look up words in the Google online dictionary. This app can also be found on the All Apps screen.

				Sharing a page

				There it is! That web page you just have to talk about to everyone you know. The gauche way to share the page is to copy and paste it. Because you’re reading this book, and even though you may not recognize what gauche means, you know the better way to share a web page. Heed these steps:

				 1. Long-press the link or bookmark you want to share.

				 2. Choose the command Share Link.

				 A pop-up menu of places to share appears, looking similar to Figure 11-6. The variety and number of items on the Share Via menu depend on the applications installed on your phone.

				
				Figure 11-6: Options for sharing a web page.

				[image: 9781118076019 fg1106.tif]

				 3. Choose a method to share the link.

				 For example, choose Mail to send the link by mail, or Messages to share via a text message.

				 4. Do whatever happens next.

				 Whatever happens next depends on how you’re sharing the link: Compose the email or text message, for example. Refer to various chapters in this book for specific directions.

				The best way to share a web page is to share a link to the web page. Ditto for YouTube videos and other media: Links are text. They take no time to send, consume only a tiny sip of data, and are more welcome by experienced Internet users.

				[image: tip_4c.eps] To share the current page, the one you’re viewing, press the Menu soft button and choose More and then Share Page.

				Internet Downloading

				Most people use the term download to refer to copying or transferring a file or other information. This term is technically inaccurate, but the description passes for social discussion.

				Officially, a download is the transfer of information over a network from another source to your gizmo. For your ThunderBolt, the network is the Internet, and the other source is a web page.

				[image: check.png] [image: 9781118076019-ma034.tif]When the ThunderBolt is downloading information, you see the Downloading notification. Unlike the artwork shown in the margin, the arrow on the notification icon scrolls down repeatedly while the item is being downloaded. (I tried to get the Wiley Production Department to animate the margin art, but all I got were strange looks.)

				[image: check.png] There’s no need to download program files to the ThunderBolt. If you want new software, you can obtain it from the Android Market, covered in Chapter 18.

				[image: check.png] [image: technicalstuff_4c.eps] The opposite of downloading is uploading — the process of sending information from your gizmo to another location on a network.

				Stealing an image from a web page

				The simplest thing to download is an image from a web page. It’s cinchy: Long-press the image. You see a pop-up menu appear, from which you choose the command Save Image.

				To view images you download from the web, you use the Gallery app. Downloaded images are saved in the All Downloads album.

				[image: check.png] Refer to Chapter 15 for information on the Gallery.

				[image: check.png] [image: technicalstuff_4c.eps] Technically, the image is stored on the phone’s MicroSD card. The image can be found in the download folder.

				Downloading a file

				The web is full of links that don’t open in a web browser window. For example, some links automatically download, such as links to PDF files or Microsoft Word documents or other types of files that can’t be displayed by a web browser. To save this type of document on the ThunderBolt, long-press the link and choose the Save Link command from the menu that appears.

				[image: check.png] You can view the saved file by referring to the Download History screen. See the next section.

				[image: check.png] Some links may automatically download; clicking the link downloads the file instead of opening it in a new window.

				[image: check.png] The Adobe Reader app is used on the ThunderBolt to display PDF files.

				Reviewing your downloads

				The Internet app keeps a list of all the stuff you download from the web. To review your download history, follow these steps:

				 1. Press the Menu soft button.

				 2. Choose the More command and then Downloads.

				 The Download History list appears, similar to the one shown in Figure 11-7. You can choose an item from the list to view it.

				[image: 9781118076019-ma005.tif] 3. To exit the Download Manager, press the Back soft button.

				
				Figure 11-7: The Download History list.

				[image: 9781118076019 fg1107.eps]

				The Download History list keeps track of all the files you’ve downloaded using the Internet app, including web pages. To see older items, expand the list, as shown in Figure 11-7.

				[image: check.png] To purge the list of downloaded files, press the Menu soft button while viewing the Download History list. Choose the Clear the List command. Clearing the list doesn’t delete any files you’ve downloaded.

				[image: check.png] [image: warning_4c.eps] To remove a single item from the Download History list, long-press it and choose the Delete command. Touch the OK button to confirm. Removing the item from the list also deletes the item you downloaded, so be careful.

				[image: check.png] There are some things you can download that you cannot view. When it happens, you see an appropriately rude error message.

				[image: check.png] [image: tip_4c.eps] You can quickly review any download by choosing the Download notification.

				Internet App Configuration

				More options and settings and controls exist for the Internet app than just about any other program I’ve used on the ThunderBolt. It’s complex. Rather than bore you with every dang doodle detail, I thought I’d present just a few of the options worthy of your attention.

				Setting the home page

				The home page is the first page you see when you start the Internet app, and it’s the first page that’s loaded when you fire up a new window. To set your home page, heed these directions:

				 1. Browse to the page you want to set as the home page.

				 2. Press the Menu soft button.

				 3. Choose More and then Settings.

				 A massive list of options and settings appears.

				 4. Choose Set Home Page.

				 5. Choose the Use Current command.

				 The home page is set.

				Remember: It’s your home page. You don’t have to use your cellular provider’s home page or any other page that’s preset for you.

				[image: tip_4c.eps] If you want your home page to be blank (not set to any particular web page), follow Steps 1 through 4 in this section, but in Step 5 choose the Set Home Page command. Type about:blank in the text box — the word about, a colon, and then the word blank, with no period at the end and no spaces in the middle. Touch the OK button to set a blank home page.

				I prefer a blank home page because it’s the fastest web page to load. It’s also the web page with the most accurate information.

				Changing the web’s appearance

				You can do a few things to improve the way the web looks on your ThunderBolt. First and foremost, don’t forget that you can orient the device horizontally to see a wide view on any web page.

				From the Settings screen, you can also adjust the zoom setting used to display a web page. Heed these steps when using the Internet app:

				 1. Press the Menu soft button.

				 2. Choose More and then Settings.

				 3. Choose Default Zoom.

				 4. Select Close from the menu.

				 5. Press the Back soft button to return to the web page screen.

				[image: remember_4c.eps] The Close setting might not be “big” enough, so you can spread your fingers to zoom in on any web page.

				Reviewing privacy and security settings

				With regard to security, my advice is always to be smart and think before doing anything questionable on the web. Use common sense. One of the most effective ways that the Bad Guys win is by using human engineering to try to trick you into doing something you normally wouldn’t do, such as click a link to see a cute animation or a racy picture of a celebrity or politician. As long as you use your noggin, you should be safe.

				As far as the ThunderBolt’s browser settings go, most of the security options are already enabled for you, including the blocking of pop-up windows (which normally spew ads).

				If web page cookies concern you, you can clear them from the Settings window. Follow Steps 1 and 2 in the preceding section and choose the option Clear All Cookie Data. Touch the OK button to confirm.

				You can also choose the command Clear Form Data to remove all traces of text you’ve typed on a web page.

				If you’re concerned about your ThunderBolt being stolen and thieves gaining access to your web page passwords, remove the check mark by the item Remember Passwords. Ditto for the item Remember Form Data. While you’re at it, choose the command Clear Passwords and touch the OK button to confirm.

				The Clear History command is used to purge the list of places you’ve been. And the Clear Cache command removes any downloaded remnants of images and web page text from the phone’s memory.
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				Chapter 15: Images and Videos in Your Phone

				In This Chapter

				[image: arrow] Looking at pictures and videos

				[image: arrow] Checking a picture’s location

				[image: arrow] Creating a photo slide show

				[image: arrow] Cropping and rotating images

				[image: arrow] Removing pictures and videos

				[image: arrow] Sharing pictures and videos

				[image: arrow] Printing an image with Bluetooth

				[image: arrow] Uploading video to YouTube

				
				[image: 9781118076019 co15.tif]
			

				A nerd would tell you that all those pictures and videos you shoot using your ThunderBolt are stored in a compressed digital format, electronically encoded on the phone’s removable media card. This description is technically correct, but it doesn’t do you any good.

				It’s true that all the pictures and videos you shoot with the ThunderBolt are stored in the phone. They’re kept in a digital photo album, called the Gallery. In the Gallery, you find all the pictures and videos you’ve taken as well as other images and videos that were copied to the phone or synchronized with various online accounts.

				Your Phone’s Gallery

				The nerd is correct: Images and videos on your phone are stored in a compressed digital format. They exist as a series of ones and zeroes, all of which means nothing unless you have a way to interpret this binary information into something you can see. The app on your phone that handles this job is the Gallery.

				Using the Gallery

				To view images in your phone, start the Gallery app by choosing its icon from the All Apps screen. When the Gallery app opens, you see your visual media (pictures and videos) organized into albums, as shown in Figure 15-1.

				The number and variety of albums depend on how you synchronize your phone with your computer, which apps you use for collecting media, or which photo sharing services you use on the Internet, such as Flickr or Picasa.

				Touch a folder to open it and view thumbnails of the pictures or videos it contains. The media is displayed in a grid when the phone is held vertically; when you hold the phone horizontally, the images appear one after the other and the thumbnails are larger.

				
				Figure 15-1: Albums in the Gallery.

				[image: 9781118076019 fg1501.eps]

				[image: 9781118076019-ma057.tif] Videos stored in a folder appear with the Play button (shown in the margin) on their thumbnails.

				Figure 15-2 illustrates how images look when you open a folder and the ThunderBolt is held in a vertical orientation. Generally speaking, the images are organized by date, oldest first (top or left).

				To view a single image or a video, touch it with your finger. The image appears in full size on the screen, similar to the one shown in Figure 15-3. You can rotate the phone horizontally (or vertically) to see the image in another orientation — for example, to view a full-screen portrait or landscape photo.

				Later sections describe in more detail what you can do when viewing an image, as shown in Figure 15-3.

				Videos play when you choose them. The Video Playing screen is illustrated in Figure 15-4. To see the controls (illustrated in Figure 15-4), touch the screen while the video is playing.

				
				Figure 15-2: Looking at an album.

				[image: 9781118076019 fg1502.eps]

				
				Figure 15-3: Examining an image.

				[image: 9781118076019 fg1503.eps]

				
				Figure 15-4: Watching one of your videos.

				[image: 9781118076019 fg1504.eps]

				[image: 9781118076019-ma005.tif] To return to the album, press the Back soft button or press the Album button, shown in Figure 15-3. The Gallery button shown in Figure 15-2 takes you back from an album to the main Gallery screen.

				[image: check.png] You can use the buttons on the tab at the bottom of the Gallery’s main screen (refer to Figure 15-1) to access photos on Facebook or Flickr or to connect to a media server to view even more pictures and videos.

				[image: check.png] Videos in the Gallery play in one orientation only.

				[image: check.png] Touch a video or an image to redisplay the onscreen menu, as shown in Figures 15-3 and 15-4.

				[image: check.png] The Video app, found on the All Apps screen, provides a shortcut to the Gallery, one that shows only videos.

				[image: check.png] [image: tip_4c.eps] To keep the Gallery handy, considering placing its shortcut icon on the Home screen. Refer to Chapter 24.

				[image: check.png] Refer to Chapter 11 for information on downloading photos from the web.

				[image: check.png] See Chapter 20 for information on the doubleTwist program, which can be used to synchronize images and videos between the ThunderBolt and your computer.

				[image: check.png] [image: technicalstuff_4c.eps] If you’ve configured a computer or game machine for streaming media sharing, you can touch the Connected Media button in the Gallery (refer to Figure 15-1) to access media on your PC or Xbox or a similar gizmo. That way, you can view pictures and videos and listen to music from that device on your ThunderBolt over the Wi-Fi connection. Yeah, it’s complex, which is why I’ve flagged this point with a nerd-guy icon.

				Finding a picture’s location on the map

				In addition to snapping a picture, the ThunderBolt can save the location where you took the picture. This information is obtained from the phone’s GPS, the same tool used to find your location on a map. In fact, you can use the information saved with a picture to see exactly where the picture was taken.

				For example, Figure 15-5 shows the location where I took the image shown in Figure 14-1 (from Chapter 14). The location was saved by using GPS technology and is available as part of the picture’s data.

				To see where you’ve taken a picture, follow these steps:

				 1. Summon the image in the Gallery.

				 2. Press the Menu soft button.

				 3. Choose Show on Map.

				 The spot where you took the picture appears in the Maps app.

				
				Figure 15-5: A picture’s location.

				[image: 9781118076019 fg1505.tif]

				Not every image has location information. In many cases, the ThunderBolt might be unable to acquire a GPS signal. When that happens, location information is unavailable.

				[image: check.png] As far as I can tell, videos don’t store location information on the ThunderBolt.

				[image: check.png] The phone’s GPS can be disabled for images you capture. Refer to Chapter 13 for information on how to turn GPS on or off when taking pictures.

				Watching a slide show

				One key command available in the Gallery app is Slideshow, which allows you to view the photos in an album one after the other — just like those slide shows Uncle Lloyd bored you with when you were a kid. This time, however, it’s you showing the slides.

				To begin your slide show adventure, obey these steps:

				 1. Open the album.

				 Slide shows comprise only a single album.

				 2. Press the Menu soft button.

				 3. Choose the Slideshow command.

				 The slide show begins and your audience drifts happily to sleep.

				You can touch the screen during the slide show to see onscreen controls, as shown in Figure 15-6.

				[image: check.png] Slide show settings are made by pressing the Menu soft button while viewing the slide show and then touching the Settings command.

				[image: check.png] Videos aren’t part of the Gallery app’s slide show.

				[image: check.png] If the screen dims during a slide show, it’s simply the phone’s screen saver kicking in. Touch the screen to restore normal brightness.

				[image: check.png] [image: technicalstuff_4c.eps] The ThunderBolt has a command to attach a slide show to a multimedia text message (MMS), which works differently from the Gallery’s app’s slide show. See Chapter 9 for more information.

				
				Figure 15-6: Onscreen slide show controls.

				[image: 9781118076019 fg1506.eps]

				Assigning an image to a contact

				You can set any image for a contact. It doesn’t necessarily have to be an image you’ve taken with the ThunderBolt; any image you find in the Gallery will do. Follow these steps:

				 1. View an image in the Gallery.

				 2. Press the Menu soft button.

				 3. Choose Set As.

				 If the Set As command doesn’t appear, you cannot set that image for a contact; not every album allows its images to be set for contacts.

				 4. Choose Contact Icon.

				 5. If prompted, choose the People app.

				 Other apps may allow you to set contact icons, but in these steps the goal is to set an icon for a contact in the People app.

				 6. Scroll the phone’s address book and choose a particular contact.

				 You can use the Search command to easily locate a contact when you have an abundance of them.

				 7. Crop the image.

				 Refer to the later section “Cropping an image” for detailed instructions on working the crop-thing.

				 8. Touch the Save button.

				 Or, touch the Cancel button to chicken out or change your mind.

				The contact’s image is set and you return to view the image in the Gallery.

				Images you set for your Google contacts are instantly synchronized with your Google account on the Internet.

				Setting an image as wallpaper

				You can choose as the ThunderBolt’s Home screen background or wallpaper any picture that’s viewable in the Gallery. The steps work like this:

				 1. View an image in the Gallery, one that would make a good-looking wallpaper.

				 Wider images work better than portraits. The wallpaper image scrolls slightly as you flick from Home screen to Home screen.

				 2. Press the Menu soft button and choose Set As.

				 3. Choose Wallpaper.

				 4. Crop the image.

				 Only the portion in the green rectangle is used for the wallpaper.

				 5. Touch the Save button.

				 6. Press the Home button to see the new wallpaper.

				See Chapter 22 for more information on changing the Home screen’s wallpaper.

				Cropping an image

				The Crop command is used to edit an image, slicing out portions you don’t want, such as when removing convicts and former spouses from family portraits. To crop an image, obey these directions:

				 1. Open the album containing the image.

				 2. Long-press the image you want to crop.

				 3. Choose Edit, and then choose Crop.

				 If the Crop command is unavailable, you have to choose another image. (Not every album lets you modify images.)

				 4. Work the crop-thing.

				 Drag the green rectangle around to choose which part of the image to crop. Drag an edge of the rectangle to resize the left and right or top and bottom sides. Use Figure 15-7 as your guide.

				
				Figure 15-7: Working the crop-thing.

				[image: 9781118076019 fg1507.eps]

				 5. Touch the Save button when you’re done cropping.

				 Only the portion of the image within the green rectangle is saved; the rest is discarded.

				There’s no way to undo a crop action after you’ve touched the Save button.

				[image: tip_4c.eps] Working the green rectangle to crop an image can be frustrating. When the image zooms in too small, it’s difficult to zoom back out. At that point, you can touch the Cancel button and start over again.

				Rotating pictures

				Which way is up? Well, the answer depends on your situation. For taking pictures with the ThunderBolt, sometimes images just don’t appear “up,” no matter how you turn the phone. To fix the situation, heed these steps:

				 1. Open the album containing the image in need of rotation.

				 2. Long-press the cockeyed image.

				 3. Choose the Edit command.

				 4. Choose Rotate Left or Rotate Right to spin the image 90 degrees counterclockwise or clockwise, respectively.

				Some images can’t be rotated, such as images synced from online sites. In that case, go to the online site to edit the image.

				Videos cannot be rotated.

				Deleting pictures and videos

				It’s entirely possible, and often desirable, to remove unwanted, embarrassing, or questionably legal images and videos from the Gallery. To zap a single image or video, follow these steps:

				 1. Summon the album containing image or video you want to get rid of.

				 2. Long-press the image or video.

				 3. Choose Delete.

				 4. Choose OK to confirm.

				 Or, touch Cancel to chicken out.

				For mass deletion, gingerly obey these steps:

				 1. Open the album.

				 2. Touch the Delete button.

				 Refer to Figure 15-2 for its location; it looks like a trash can.

				 3. Touch every item you want to delete.

				 A red X appears over the thumbnail of whichever item you touch. It’s the item’s marked-for-death symbol.

				 To remove the red X, touch the item again.

				 4. Touch the Delete button to instantly zap items marked for death.

				You cannot undelete an image or a video you’ve deleted. There’s no way to recover an image using available tools on the ThunderBolt.

				[image: warning_4c.eps] Some images and videos cannot be deleted. Specifically, you cannot remove pictures shared from your photo-sharing websites. In that case, visit the website itself to remove the image.

				Set Free Your Pics and Vids

				My grandmother used to carry several sets of wallet-size photo albums with her everywhere. I’m sure her friends looked forward to those moments when she’d pull out the album and show off us grandkids to impress her friends.

				Today’s grandmother doesn’t need various wallet-size photo albums. Instead, modern grandparents — as well as the rest of us — tote around our phones. Showing someone a picture on a cell phone has become common these days. What’s better than that is sharing these images electronically on the Internet, over email, on social networking sites, and in many other ways, as covered in this section.

				Printing and sharing with Bluetooth

				[image: technicalstuff_4c.eps] Bluetooth is perhaps the most complex way to share files, mostly because its setup is complex and file transfer works more slowly than it does over a USB connection. In fact, if you’ve never transferred files by using Bluetooth, I recommend that you simply use a USB direct connection, which is covered in Chapter 20.

				Now that you’ve survived reading the preceding paragraph, Bluetooth is a simple and quick way to send files to Bluetooth-equipped computers. If you have a Bluetooth printer, you can send a picture from your ThunderBolt to the Bluetooth printer, in which case it prints.

				Generally speaking, the Bluetooth picture-sharing operation works like this:

				 1. Pair your phone with the Bluetooth device.

				 Detailed instructions on pairing are found in Chapter 19.

				 2. In the Gallery app, open the album containing the image you want to send or print.

				 3. Touch the Share button.

				 Refer to Figure 15-2.

				 4. Choose Bluetooth from the Share Via menu.

				 5. Touch in the album any images you want to share.

				 6. Touch the Next button.

				 7. Choose the paired device from the list of Bluetooth devices.

				 8. Obey whatever directions appear on the device to accept the images.

				 For example, on a Bluetooth-equipped PC, a pop-up window or a notification icon appears. Choose whichever option accepts the files from your ThunderBolt and transfers them to your PC.

				[image: 9781118076019-ma058.tif] If the upload is successful, you see the Upload notification icon appear, as shown in the margin. For a Bluetooth printer, the image prints. For a computer, you have to hunt down where the file was saved. On my PC, which uses a Belkin Bluetooth adapter, files sent from the ThunderBolt appear in the folder named Documents\Bluetooth Exchange Folder.

				[image: check.png] PCs don’t generally come with Bluetooth adapters installed. You can obtain USB Bluetooth adapters at any computer or office supply store.

				[image: check.png] Most newer Macs come equipped with Bluetooth. Use the Bluetooth icon on the menu bar to manage Bluetooth connections and send files to the ThunderBolt.

				[image: check.png] [image: 9781118076019-ma056.tif]Bluetooth printers show the Bluetooth symbol somewhere on the printer, as shown in the margin.

				Sharing with the Share menu

				The Share command is used in the Gallery to free your images and videos from the confines of your phone.

				You can either share an individual image by long-pressing it and choosing the Share command or share a group of items by touching the Share button (refer to Figure 15-2), choosing a sharing method, and then tagging multiple items to share.

				The menu that appears when you choose the Share command contains various options for sharing media, similar to the one shown in Figure 15-8. You may see more or fewer items on the Share menu, depending on which software you have installed on your phone, which Internet services you belong to, and which type of media is being shared.

				[image: tip_4c.eps] When viewing a video, pause the video and press the Menu soft button. Choose the Share command to see a menu similar to the one shown in Figure 15-8.

				The following sections describe some of the items you can choose from the menu and how the media is shared.

				Email sharing (Gmail and Mail)

				When you share media with your email program, you’re creating an email attachment. After choosing pictures or videos, simply create your email as you normally would: Fill in the To, Subject, and Message text boxes as necessary. Touch the Send button to send the media as an attachment.

				
				Figure 15-8: Sharing options for media.

				[image: 9781118076019 fg1508.tif]

				[image: check.png] See Chapter 10 for more information on Email and Gmail on the ThunderBolt.

				[image: check.png] You may not be able to send video files as email attachments. That’s probably because some video files are humongous. They would not only take too long to send but also might be too big for the recipient’s inbox.

				[image: check.png] As an alternative to sending large video files, consider uploading them to YouTube instead. See the later section “Posting your video to YouTube.”

				Facebook

				To upload a mobile image to Facebook, choose a Facebook command from the Share menu. You might see more than one Facebook command, depending on whether you’ve installed the specific Facebook app.

				[image: check.png] The Facebook for HTC Sense command uses the Friend Stream app to upload your picture to Facebook.

				[image: check.png] The Facebook command uses the Facebook app.

				[image: check.png] Other Facebook and social networking apps may sport additional commands on the Share menu (refer to Figure 15-8).

				Both the Friend Stream and Facebook apps are covered in Chapter 12.

				Optionally, add a caption to your image and then touch the Upload button to send it to Facebook.

				Flickr

				To send one or more images to your Flickr account, choose the Flickr option from the Share Via menu. Follow these steps to complete the process:

				 1. Optionally, rename the image.

				 The image’s original filename appears above the preview picture. Those filenames are obtuse, so feel free to touch the white text box and give your photo a better name.

				 2. Optionally, touch the image to add a caption or description.

				 You must specifically touch the text Tap to Add Description, which is a text box in which you can type.

				 3. Optionally, touch the Tag This Photo command to add descriptive tidbits of text.

				 These tags, or tidbits of text, help others find the image. For example, you can specify as tags the names of people in the picture, the date, the location, or the event.

				 4. Touch the Upload button.

				 The button lied! There’s more to do:

				 5. Optionally, choose an album to post the image to.

				 6. Optionally, set the picture’s visibility.

				 7. Touch the Done button to send the image off to Flickr.

				Images appear nearly instantaneously on your Flickr account, which can be viewed on the Internet (at www.flickr.com) or in the Gallery app by touching the Flickr button at the bottom of the main screen, illustrated in Figure 15-1.

				Messages

				Media can be attached to a text message, which then becomes the famous multimedia message, or MMS, that I write about in Chapter 9. In fact, the Messages item on the Share Via menu is simply a shortcut to attach media to a message, as described in Chapter 9.

				After choosing the Messages sharing option, you may see a notice that the image is being compressed. That’s okay; you can’t attach large images to a text message.

				On the ThunderBolt, images are attached to text messages as a slide show, even if you select only one image. That’s okay: Touch the Done button and then compose your text message as you normally would. Touch the Send button to send the message.

				Peep

				Images are shared on the popular Twitter social networking site by saving the image on a photo host website and then tweeting the image’s link. For the Peep app, the Twitgoo (www.twitgoo.com) image sharing site is used (though it can be changed from within the Peep app).

				After you choose the image and choose Peep, the image is uploaded and its link is included in a tweet. You can add more text, or just touch the Update button to share the link, and the image, with your fellow twits.

				YouTube

				The YouTube sharing option appears when you’ve chosen to share a video from the Gallery. See the next section.

				Grabbing pics and vids with a media manager

				One handy way to get media out of your phone and into your computer is to use a media manager on the computer. This type of program is used to gather photos and videos from digital cameras, pulling them out of the camera and organizing them on your computer.

				For example, the Windows Photo Gallery app can be used to access the ThunderBolt’s digital media, not only copying images from the phone but also sending some of your favorites over to the phone. Similar programs exist for both the PC and the Mac.

				The key to getting media management software to synchronize with the ThunderBolt is to make a USB cable connection between your phone and your computer. See Chapter 20 for the details on this connection.

				Posting your video to YouTube

				The best way to share your video creation with the known universe is to upload it to YouTube. As a Google account holder, you also have a YouTube account. You can use the YouTube app on the ThunderBolt along with your account to upload your videos to the Internet, where everyone can see them and make rude comments about them. Here’s how:

				 1. If you can’t get a 4G LTE signal, ensure that the Wi-Fi connection is activated.

				 You might still see a warning about using Wi-Fi rather than the digital cellular connection, even if you have a 4G LTE connection. See Chapter 19 for information on how to turn on the Wi-Fi connection.

				 2. Start the Gallery app.

				 3. Open the album containing the video you want to upload.

				 4. Long-press the video’s thumbnail.

				 5. Choose the Share command.

				 6. Choose YouTube.

				 7. Type the video’s title.

				 8. Touch the More Details button.

				 9. Optionally, type a description, specify whether to make the video public or private, add tags, or change other settings.

				 10. Touch the Upload button.

				 You return to the Gallery and the video is uploaded. It continues to upload, even if the ThunderBolt falls asleep.

				To view your video, open the YouTube app. It’s found on the All Apps screen. Press the Menu soft button and choose the My Channel command. If you don’t see your recently uploaded video in the Uploads list, it’s probably still processing

				See Chapter 17 for more information on using YouTube.

			

			
		

	
		
			
				[image: 9781118076019 ba19.tif]
			

			
				Chapter 19: It’s a Wireless Life

				In This Chapter

				[image: arrow] Using the cellular data network

				[image: arrow] Accessing a Wi-Fi network

				[image: arrow] Using the ThunderBolt as a mobile hotspot

				[image: arrow] Tethering the ThunderBolt connection

				[image: arrow] Borrowing another gizmo’s Internet connection

				[image: arrow] Setting up Bluetooth

				[image: arrow] Connecting and pairing to Bluetooth gizmos

				
				[image: 9781118076019 co19.tif]
			

				Here’s a hot engineering tip: The key to creating a mobile device is to remove its wires. That’s why you don’t see many portable telephone poles. Truly mobile devices may use wires occasionally. There’s a wire to charge the battery and perhaps a wire for synchronizing files. Maybe a wire as a fashion statement. Beyond that: No wires.

				To meet power requirements, the ThunderBolt has a battery. For communications, the ThunderBolt takes advantage of the latest wireless networking technology. It includes being able to use the digital cellular network, Wi-Fi, and Bluetooth. In fact, the ThunderBolt is so excited about being wireless that it can even share its networking powers with other gizmos that are not so wirelessly blessed. This chapter covers the whole wireless deal.

				The Wireless Networking World

				The goal of wireless networking on your ThunderBolt is simple: Get on the Internet. Your phone can do that in two ways. The first is over the cellular data network, which is all that 4G stuff. The second way your phone can get on the Internet is the same way a computer can — over a Wi-Fi connection.

				Understanding the cellular data network

				You pay your cellular provider a handsome fee every month. The fee comes in two parts: One part is the telephone service; the second part is the data service, which is how the ThunderBolt gets on the Internet over the cellular provider’s data network.

				Several types of cellular data networks are available, based on the speed at which information is transmitted:

				4G: The fourth generation of wide-area data network is as much as ten times faster than the 3G network, and is the latest craze in cellular networking. The HTC ThunderBolt is one of the first smartphones available that can access the 4G signal. Alas, the 4G data network isn’t available in every location. Yet.

				3G: The third generation of wide-area data networks is several times faster than the previous generation of data networks. This type of wireless signal is the most popular in the United States.

				1X: Because the first-generation data network is slow and old, people despise it, despite the trendy X in its name. Still, it’s better than nothing.

				Other types of data networks are available, though these three are flagged by the ThunderBolt on the status bar. When digital information is being transmitted, the arrows in the network icon on the status bar become animated, indicating that data is being sent or received or both.

				Your ThunderBolt always uses the best network available. So, if a 4G network signal is available, the phone uses it for Internet communications. Otherwise, the phone falls back to the 3G signal and occasionally to the 1X signal or nothing when no network signal is available.

				[image: check.png] [image: warning_4c.eps]Accessing the digital cellular network isn’t free. Your ThunderBolt most likely has some form of subscription plan for a certain quantity of data. When you exceed the quantity, the costs can become prohibitive.

				[image: check.png] See Chapter 21 for information on how to avoid cellular data overcharges when taking your ThunderBolt out and about.

				Turning on Wi-Fi

				Wi-Fi is the same wireless networking standard used by computers for communicating with each other and the Internet. Making Wi-Fi work on your ThunderBolt requires two steps. First, you must activate Wi-Fi, by turning on the phone’s wireless radio. The second step is connecting to a specific wireless network.

				Follow these carefully written directions to activate Wi-Fi networking on your ThunderBolt:

				 1. While viewing the Home screen, press the Menu soft button.

				 2. Choose Settings.

				 3. Choose Wireless & Networks.

				 4. Touch the square by the Wi-Fi option to place a green check mark next to it.

				The Wi-Fi radio is on, but the ThunderBolt isn’t yet connected to a Wireless network. That’s the second step, covered in the next section.

				[image: tip_4c.eps]From the and-now-he-tells-us department, you can quickly activate the phone’s Wi-Fi radio by touching the Wi-Fi widget. The widget is preinstalled on one of the ThunderBolt’s Home screens, as shown in Figure 19-1.

				
				Figure 19-1: Turning on Wi-Fi with a widget.

				[image: 9781118076019 fg1901.eps]

				To turn off Wi-Fi, repeat the steps in this section or touch the Wi-Fi widget, as shown in Figure 19-1. Turning off Wi-Fi disconnects the phone from any wireless networks.

				[image: check.png] [image: remember_4c.eps]Using Wi-Fi to connect to the Internet doesn’t incur data usage charges.

				[image: check.png] The ThunderBolt Wi-Fi radio places an extra drain on the battery, but it’s truly negligible. If you want to save a modicum of juice, especially if you’re out and about and don’t plan to be near a Wi-Fi access point for any length of time, turn off the Wi-Fi radio as described in this section.

				Accessing a Wi-Fi network

				After you activate the ThunderBolt’s Wi-Fi radio, you can connect to an available wireless network. Heed these steps:

				 1. Press the Menu soft button while viewing the Home screen.

				 2. Choose Settings.

				 3. Choose Wireless & Networks.

				 4. Choose Wi-Fi Settings.

				 The Wi-Fi screen appears.

				 5. Ensure that Wi-Fi is on.

				 When you see a green check mark next to the Wi-Fi option, Wi-Fi is on. (This setting basically echoes the setting on the main Wireless & Networks screen.)

				 6. Choose a wireless network from the list.

				 Available Wi-Fi networks appear at the bottom of the screen, as shown in Figure 19-2. When no wireless network is listed, you’re sort of out of luck regarding wireless access from your current location.

				 In Figure 19-2, I chose the Imperial Wambooli network, which is my office network.

				
				Figure 19-2: Finding a wireless network.

				[image: 9781118076019 fg1902.eps]

				 7. Optionally, type the network password.

				 If necessary, touch the Password text box to see the onscreen keyboard.

				 8. Touch the Connect button.

				 You should be immediately connected to the network. If not, try the password again.

				[image: 9781118076019-ma076.tif] When the ThunderBolt is connected to a wireless network, you see the Wi-Fi status icon, shown in the margin. This icon indicates that the phone’s Wi-Fi is on and that the phone is connected and communicating with a Wi-Fi network.

				Some wireless networks don’t broadcast their names, which adds security but also makes connecting more difficult. In these cases, choose the command Add Wi-Fi Network (refer to Figure 19-2) to manually add the network. You need to input the network name, or SSID, and choose the type of security. You also need the password, if one is used. You can obtain this information from the girl with the pink hair who sold you coffee or from whoever is in charge of the wireless network at your location.

				[image: check.png] Not every wireless network has a password.

				[image: check.png] Some public networks are open to anyone, but you have to use the Internet app to get on the web to see the login page that lets you access the network: Simply browse to any page on the Internet and the login page shows up.

				[image: check.png] If you place a check mark by the option Network Notification on the Wi-Fi Settings screen (refer to Figure 19-2), the phone alerts you to the presence of available Wi-Fi networks whenever you’re in range and not connected to a network. This option is a good one to have set when you’re frequently on the road. That’s because:

				[image: check.png] The ThunderBolt automatically remembers every Wi-Fi network it has ever been connected to and automatically reconnects upon finding the same network again.

				[image: check.png] To disconnect from a Wi-Fi network, simply turn off Wi-Fi. See the preceding section.

				[image: check.png] [image: technicalstuff_4c.eps] Unlike a cellular data network, a Wi-Fi network’s broadcast signal goes only so far. My advice is to use Wi-Fi whenever you plan to remain in one location for a while. If you wander too far away, your phone loses the signal and is disconnected.

				Share the Connection

				You may grouse about your monthly cellular bill, but I’m sure you love the speed. Why not share that speed with other, less fortunate gizmos?

				There are two tricks you can pull to share your ThunderBolt’s überfast Internet connection with other devices. The first is to create a mobile hotspot, which allows any Wi-Fi–enabled gizmo to access the Internet by using your phone. The second is a direct connection between your phone and another device, which is a concept called tethering.

				Creating a mobile hotspot

				You can direct the ThunderBolt to share its digital cellular connection with as many as five other wireless gizmos. This process is referred to as creating a mobile, wireless hotspot, though no heat or fire is involved.

				To set up a mobile hotspot on your ThunderBolt, heed these steps:

				 1. Turn off the ThunderBolt’s Wi-Fi radio.

				 You cannot be using a Wi-Fi connection when you create a Wi-Fi hotspot. Actually, the notion is kind of silly: If the ThunderBolt can get a Wi-Fi signal, other gizmos can too, so why bother creating a Wi-Fi hotspot in the first place?

				 2. If you can, plug in the ThunderBolt.

				 It’s okay if you don’t find a power outlet, but running a mobile hotspot draws a lot of power. The phone’s battery power drains quickly if you can’t plug in.

				 3. From the All Apps screen, open the Mobile Hotspot app.

				 4. Touch OK after reading (or not) the information screen.

				 5. Touch the box to place a green check mark by 4G Mobile Hotspot.

				 See Figure 19-3 for the location of the check mark.

				 6. Touch the OK button in the Warning box.

				 You can, optionally, place a check mark by the option Do No Remind Me Again.

				 7. Touch the button labeled Turn On Mobile Hotspot.

				 Directions on the screen explain how other people can connect their phones to your ThunderBolt’s mobile hotspot. That’s the information you use to connect to the mobile hotspot from another Wi-Fi gizmo — a computer or cell phone.

				 8. Touch the OK button.

				 9. Touch the Home button to exit the Settings screen.

				 You can continue to use the ThunderBolt while it’s sharing the digital cellular connection.

				
				Figure 19-3: Configuring a mobile hotspot.

				[image: 9781118076019 fg1903.eps]

				[image: 9781118076019-ma074.tif] When the mobile hotspot is active, you see the Mobile Hotspot Service status icon appear, as shown in the margin. The icon reflects the service being shared, such as the 4G icon shown in the margin.

				To turn off the mobile hotspot, pull down the Mobile Hotspot Service notification and remove the green check mark by 4G Mobile Hotspot (refer to Figure 19-3).

				[image: check.png] Feel free to give your mobile hotspot a better name than the one that’s preset, as shown in Figure 19-3. You can also assign a better password, while you’re at it.

				[image: check.png] The range for the mobile hotspot is about 30 feet.

				[image: check.png] You may see extra charges for using the mobile hotspot. If your ThunderBolt has a measured data plan, be careful! Those per-megabyte fees can add up quickly when the mobile hotspot is active.

				[image: check.png] [image: remember_4c.eps]Don’t forget to turn off the mobile hotspot when you’re done using it.

				Sharing the Internet connection

				You can share an Internet connection with your ThunderBolt phone in two ways. Both methods involve connecting the phone to another device, such as a computer, by using the USB cable. It’s probably because of that cable that the term tethering is used.

				The two types of shared Internet connection are

				Internet Connection Mode: In this mode, the phone’s Internet connection is shared with another device.

				Internet Pass-Through: In this mode, the phone uses the other device’s Internet connection.

				So, basically, the first method shares another device’s Internet connection with the phone, and the second method shares the phone’s connection with the other device.

				The easiest way to set up the connection is simply to plug the phone into the other device via a USB cable. When you do, you see the Connect to PC Screen, shown in Figure 19-4. You can immediately choose a sharing option, as shown in the figure.

				The Connect to PC Screen goes away after a few moments. If you miss it, you can share the Internet connection by following these steps when the phone is connected by USB cable to another device:

				 1. At the Home screen, press the Menu soft button.

				 2. Choose Settings.

				 3. Choose Wireless & Networks.

				 4. At the bottom of the screen, choose either Internet Connection Mode or Internet Pass-Through.

				The following subsections describe what happens next.

				[image: check.png] The Connect to PC screen, shown in Figure 19-4, is also used to synchronize files between the ThunderBolt and a computer. See Chapter 20.

				[image: check.png] [image: remember_4c.eps]Sharing the digital network connection incurs data usage charges against your cellular data plan. Be careful with your data usage when you’re sharing a connection.

				[image: check.png] You may be prompted on the PC to locate and install software for the ThunderBolt. Do so: Accept the installation of new software when prompted by Windows.

				[image: check.png] [image: technicalstuff_4c.eps]I have not been successful at using either tethering method between the ThunderBolt and a Macintosh computer.

				
				Figure 19-4: Choosing a connection type.

				[image: 9781118076019 fg1904.eps]

				Internet Connection Mode

				To share the ThunderBolt’s digital cellular connection with a computer or another gizmo, follow Steps 1 through 4 earlier in this section and choose Internet Connection Mode.

				The connection should be instantaneous on a Windows computer. You have to check the network connections in the Windows Control Panel to confirm that a new network is available and being used to access the Internet.

				To end Internet Connection Mode, repeat Steps 1 through 4 and remove the green check mark by Internet Connection Mode.

				[image: check.png] [image: tip_4c.eps]Ensure that the phone’s Wi-Fi is turned off. You can share only the digital cellular connection, not the Wi-Fi connection, with another device.

				[image: check.png] Oddly enough, no notification icon appears and lets you know that the other device is using your ThunderBolt’s digital cellular connection.

				Internet Pass-Through

				To have the ThunderBolt use another device’s Internet connection, connect the phone to the other device (assuming that the other device has an Internet connection) and follow Steps 1 through 4 earlier in this section. Choose Internet Pass-Through and then continue with these steps:

				 5. Read the firewall warning.

				 If the other device is using a firewall, you need to allow access by the ThunderBolt.

				 6. Touch the OK button to dismiss the Connection Troubleshooting warning.

				 7. If prompted, install the driver software.

				 8. Use the Internet connection.

				[image: 9781118076019-ma075.tif] After your phone is connected, the Internet Pass-Through notification icon appears, as shown in the margin. The icon reminds you that the phone is using the other device’s Internet connection.

				To end Internet Pass-Through mode, pull down the notifications and choose Internet Pass-Through. Remove the green check mark.

				[image: tip_4c.eps]If your computer can’t find the proper drivers, download the HTC Sync program. Detailed directions can be found in Chapter 20, though, for now, here’s the website address to type in your computer’s web browser:

				www.htc.com/www/support.aspx

				Choose the link to download the HTC Sync application for all HTC Android phones.

				The Bluetooth Thing

				It has nothing to do with teeth and even less to do with the color blue. Bluetooth is a wireless way to connect various devices, which in the computer world would be called peripherals. For your ThunderBolt, the primary Bluetooth peripheral you’ll consider using is one of those implant-like earphones. But you can do far more with Bluetooth than walk around and look like a Borg.

				Understanding Bluetooth

				Bluetooth was invented by nerds as a way to add a variety of peripherals to a computer without all the mess of wires. The entire Bluetooth gamut of gizmos includes mice, keyboards, monitors, speakers, printers, and other devices I can’t think of right now.

				Because Bluetooth is a wireless standard, a bit more work is involved in connecting a Bluetooth device than a wired device. For a wired device, you connect the wire. For a Bluetooth device, you go through these general gyrations:

				 1. Activate the Bluetooth wireless radio on each gizmo.

				 There are two Bluetooth gizmos: the peripheral and the main device to which you’re connecting the gizmo, such as the ThunderBolt.

				 2. Make sure that the gizmo you’re trying to connect is discoverable.

				 By making a Bluetooth device discoverable, you’re telling it to say “Here I am” to other Bluetooth devices.

				 3. On the main device, such as your phone, examine the list of available Bluetooth devices.

				 4. Choose the peripheral device you want to pair with your phone.

				 This action is known as pairing the devices.

				 5. Optionally, confirm the connection on the peripheral device.

				 For example, you may be asked to input a code or press a button.

				 6. Use the device.

				 What you can do with the device depends on what it does.

				When you’re done using the device, you simply turn it off. Because the Bluetooth gizmo is paired with the ThunderBolt, the gizmo is automatically reconnected the next time you turn it on (that is, if you have Bluetooth activated on the phone).

				[image: 9781118076019-ma056.tif] Bluetooth devices are marked with the Bluetooth icon, shown in the margin. It’s your assurance that the peripheral can work with other Bluetooth devices.

				[image: technicalstuff_4c.eps] Bluetooth was developed as a wireless version of the old RS-232 standard, the serial port on early personal computers. Essentially, Bluetooth is wireless RS-232, and the variety of devices you can connect to, as well as the things you can do with Bluetooth, are similar to what you could do with the old serial port standard.

				Turning on Bluetooth

				To make the Bluetooth connection, you turn on the ThunderBolt’s Bluetooth radio. Obey these directions:

				 1. From the All Apps screen, choose the Settings icon.

				 2. Choose Wireless & Networks.

				 3. Place a green check mark by the Bluetooth option.

				The easier way, of course, is to use the Bluetooth widget, shown in Fig-ure 19-1. Simply touch the Bluetooth button to activate Bluetooth on the ThunderBolt.

				[image: 9781118076019-ma073.tif] When Bluetooth is on, the Bluetooth status icon appears, as shown in the margin.

				To turn off Bluetooth, repeat the steps in this section: Remove the check mark or touch the Bluetooth widget.

				Connecting to a Bluetooth peripheral

				To make the Bluetooth connection between the ThunderBolt and another gizmo, follow these steps:

				 1. Ensure that Bluetooth is on.

				 Refer to the preceding section.

				 2. Turn on the Bluetooth gizmo and ensure that its Bluetooth radio is on.

				 Some Bluetooth devices have separate power and Bluetooth switches.

				 3. On the ThunderBolt, press the Menu soft button from the Home screen and choose the Settings command.

				 4. Choose Wireless & Networks.

				 5. Choose Bluetooth Settings.

				 6. If the other device has an option to become visible, or discoverable, select it.

				 For example, some Bluetooth gizmos have a tiny button to press that makes the device visible to other Bluetooth gizmos. (You don’t need to make the ThunderBolt visible unless you’re accessing it from another Bluetooth gizmo.)

				 7. Choose Scan for Devices.

				 Eventually, the device should appear on the Bluetooth Settings screen, in the Bluetooth Devices area, as shown in Figure 19-5.

				
				Figure 19-5: Finding Bluetooth gizmos.

				[image: 9781118076019 fg1905.eps]

				 8. Choose the device.

				 9. If necessary, input the device’s passcode or otherwise acknowledge the connection.

				 Not every device had a passcode. If prompted, acknowledge the passcode on either the ThunderBolt or the other device.

				After you acknowledge the passcode (or not), the Bluetooth gizmo and your ThunderBolt are connected and communicating. You can begin using the device.

				[image: 9781118076019-ma072.tif] The Bluetooth status icon changes when a Bluetooth device is paired and connected, as shown in the margin. It’s your clue that the Bluetooth connection is active and working.

				To break the connection, you can either turn off the gizmo or disable the Bluetooth radio on your ThunderBolt. Because the devices are paired, when you turn on Bluetooth and reactivate the device, the connection is instantly reestablished.

				[image: check.png] You can unpair a device by long-pressing the device on the Bluetooth Settings screen (refer to Figure 19-5) and choosing the Disconnect and Unpair command from the menu that pops up.

				[image: check.png] There’s normally no need to unpair a device unless you no longer plan on using it ever again.

				[image: check.png] Bluetooth devices are disconnected by simply turning them off. They remain paired unless you specifically unpair them.

				[image: check.png] [image: 9781118076019-ma093.tif]When a Bluetooth headset, or ear gizmo, is connected to the ThunderBolt, you press its button to answer a call. While you’re using a Bluetooth headset, the Phone Call notification shows up tinted blue, shown in the margin. Also, a special Bluetooth button appears on the call screen, which lets you quickly switch between the headset and the phone’s speaker.

				[image: check.png] Chapter 15 offers information on using Bluetooth to share files between your ThunderBolt and a Bluetooth-equipped computer. It also describes how you can print photographs on a Bluetooth printer.

				[image: check.png] [image: tip_4c.eps] If you need help configuring Bluetooth for file exchange with a computer, touch the Advanced Settings command on the Bluetooth Setting screen (refer to Figure 19-5). Ensure that there’s a green check mark in the box by FTP Server.

				[image: check.png] I confess that using Bluetooth isn’t the easiest thing. It requires patience to set things up and get the gizmos talking. Too often, you may find devices “paired but not connected.” Some devices, such as printers and certain computers, may lack the drivers (control software) to complete the connection.

				[image: check.png] [image: remember_4c.eps]Bluetooth can use a lot of power. Especially for battery-powered devices, don’t forget to turn them off when you’re no longer using them with the ThunderBolt.
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